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I cannot see where the Grants Commission
comes into the picture at all and the only
reason seems to be that 'we have some fear
of the political consequences which might
result if we imposed an additional charge
on one section of the country. How-
ever, small as it is, I think it would be neg-
ligible in comparison if it were imposed on
alt the people instead of only one section of
it. My faith in human nature is not as small
ais that. I believe that the majority -of the
people, whether they live in the metropolitan
area, on the Goaktelds or in the agricultural
areas, are fair-minded ana that they are
prepared to accept a proposition put to them
in good faith as long as the necessity is ex-
plained to them. The member fofr Yilgarn-
Coolgardie has pointed out that aspect and
also stressed how reliant all our industries
in this State are -upon our primary produc-
tion, whether from the surface of the soil
or underground. The people generally ap-
preeiate the necessity for maintaining that
production in a sound economic way and for
encouraging its development to the fullest
extent possible.

I did not proposd to touch upon the addi-
tional comfort it would be to the people in
the agricultural areas if they could obtain
'water at a reasonable price as that aspect
has been covered by other members. In my
home town of Wyalkatcheza I have, -for
many years, paid 25s. per thousand
gallons for water during the summer
months. For three months of the year I
paid £10 or £12 for water-and a very
small o uantity of it. That water war, re-
quired for ordinary household purposes;
only waste water could be used on the gar-
den. I ws~nt to see the motion carried be-
cause it will be an expression of opinion
from this House and it will be something on
-which this Government-and the same Gov-
ernment with perhaps a few different mem-
bers-can act upon during the years, to
come. I support the motion as it stands;- I
hope the House will do the same, and that
the Government will act upon the recom-
mendation as s3oon s possible.

On motion by Mr. N'alder, debato
adjourned.

ffoueg adjourned at 10.38 p.m.

Thursday, 1st September, 1949.
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Chair at 4.30

.QUESTIONS.

HEALTH.

(a) As to Infectioues Diseases Cases.
Hon. A. RI. G. HA:WKE asked the

Minister for Health:
.(1) Is legislation likely to he brought

down during the current session for the pur-
pose of relieving local authorities of the
financial liabilities imposed upon them under
the existing by-law in connection with in-
fectious diseases cases, which have to be
transferred to the Infectious Diseases Hos-
pital in the metropolitan area?

(2) If not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:
Under the existing provisichs of the Healt.U

Act, local authorities are re-imbursd in
respect of two-thirds of aUl costs entailed by
them in connection with infectious diseases
eases which have been transferred to the
Infectious Diseases Hospital in the metro-
politan area.

The matter of giving further relief to
local authorities is having consideration, but
it is not intended to introduce legislation to
amend the Health Act during this session.

(b As to Infant Mortality, Northam.

Hon. A. H. G. HAWKE asked the
Minister for Health:

(1) What lines have been followed to date
by the investigation being carried out cover-

1640



(1 SEPTEMBER, 1949.] 1641

iag the incidence of infant mortality iii the
Northam district?

(2) What additional lines of inquiry are
to be followed?

(3) When' will the investigators visit
Northam for the purpose of taking evidence
from the local doctors and others vitally
concerned in this maatter?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) (2) and (3) The necessary statistical

information is being collated and checked,
and it is intended that in the near future
Northam should be visited with a view to
consulting local doctors, and other persons
thought advisable.

NATIVE ADMINISTRATION.

(a) As to Mr. Elliott Smith.

Hon. A. A. M1. COVERLFY asked the
Minister for Native Affairs:

(1) What is the number of days spent
in the North-West by Air. Elliott Smith
since his appointment to the Department?

(2) What was the total cost to the Depart-
ment by way of fares, car hire and travelling
expenses for this trip?

The MINISTER replied;
(1) Fifty-five.
(2) Fares, £:15; ear hire, £122 12s. 6id.;

travelling expenses, £E24 16is.; other accounts
to be received for trip Derby to Marble Bar
and return, approximately £C35.

(b) As to Husts for Natives.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked the
Minister for Native Aiffairs:

How many native huts tinder the new
proposed scheme have been completed to
date?

The MINISTER replied:

Construction has been commenced at
Moola Bulla Station of four cottages for
half-caste employees and their families. The
foundations of these cottages have been com-
pleted and materials to complete the cottages
are now on the settlement. Construction is
taking place uinder a qualified tradesman
with native assistance.

PRICES CONTROL.

As to Overcharges, Norseman.

Hon. E. NULSEN (withouf notice) asked
the Attorney General:

(1) Is he aware that excessive prices arc
being charged for meat at the town of Norse-
manI

(2) Will the Minister take action to have
the position investigated?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) and (2) As far as I am aware there

are no excessive charges being made in re-
spec, to meat at Norseman hut I sha] he
pleased to have particulars of ainy spevithr
ease, when action will be taken immediately.

BILL-FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Hill in the Chair; the Minister for
Fisheries in charge of the Hill.

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to.
Clause 3-Amendment of section 6:

Air. KELLY: I consider that instead of
prescribing the fees by regulations, we in
this Chamber should define exactly the fees
to be charged. I therefore move--

That in line 5 of paragraph (b), after the
word ''license,'' the following words be in-
serted;-''in accordance with the following
scale:-

Per Annum.
Bloats-

Not exceeding 24ft. E 2
Over 4ft. but not more than

35ft. . . . . .. * £4
Over 35f t. but not more than

fl0ft. is. . £
Over 50ft. .. .. .. £1

Fisherman-
Professional license . . 3.'

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES: I
cannot agree to the amendment. The more
appropriate way of dealing with the matter
of fees is by regulation. There are many
other fees thiat will have to be deternmined
apart from those mentioned in the amend-
ment. I do not think members are in a
position to consider such a matter in detail
nor have they the necessary information to
enable them to determine what fees should
be charged. Circumstances might arise from
time to time that would necessitate increases
in such imposts and obviously that could best
be done by regulation. Last session legis-
lation was dealt with by which fees under
a number of Acts were adjusted, and in
each such Act provision was made for altera-
tions to be effected by way of regulation.
Similarly in this instance, the Bill follows
along lines to which members did not take
exception last session.
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Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: Two wrongs do not
make a right.

The IMINISTER FOR FISHERIES:
Apparently we were wrong with respect to
every other Act, that we dealt with in that
manner, including those concerning auction-
eels, the change of names, factories and
shops, land agents, money lenders, pawn-
brokers, second-hand dealers and so on. Tn
my opinion, the fees should not be fixed in
the Act but in the regulations.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I cannot
follow the M1inisters reasoning, apart from
his main argumeii that he prefers fees to
be fixed by way of regulation. We should
get away from the antiquated practice of
government by regulation. The Minister re-
ferred to various Acts in respect of which
fees are fixed by regulations, but in this in-
stance it is an entirely different matter. It is
a question of fees to be paid by professional
and amateur fishermen and in respect of
licensed fishing boats as well. Apart from
that, before very long Parliament will be
in recess and regulations that the fishermen
may regard as unfair will be promulgated
and have all the force of law. No action to
disallow them will be possible for many
months until Parliament reassembles.

The Minister suggested that members of
Parliament were not in a position to fix
fees. I suggest that no-one else is in a better
position to see that the fishermen get a fair
deal. He has not indicated to the Committee
whether he considers the suggested fees are
unfair or that he has been advised by his
departmental officers that heavier charges
should be levied. The member for Yilgarn-
Coolghrdie is in close touch with a large
section of the fishermen operating in this
State, and his proposition on their behalf
is sound and deserving of the support of-
members generally. I am not prepared to
allow the Government to continue adminis-
tering by regulation. The Acts mentioned by
the Minister are more static than the
Fisheries Act. I trust the amendment, which
provides for substantial increases in the fees
to be paid by fishermen, will be agreed to.
It should be remembered that a fisherman's
life is not all beer and skittles and his liveli-
hood is precarious.

Mr. FOX: I hope the Committee will not
agree to the amendment. Both the Govern-
ment and the Fisheries Department are too
prone to worry the poor fisherman, who has

the hardest life of any section of the people.
During the last couple of years a few fisher-
men have done well, but that is because of
the large quantities of crayfish exported to
America. There is likely to he a falling off
of these exports, yet the Government is de-
ciding to incorease the fees payable by the
fishermen. What has the Government done
to increase the quantity of fish in the seat
Nothing at aUl; nor has it done much for the
fishermen. I have gone into the fish market
in the morning and have noticed that fisher-
men, after having been out all night, have
returned with only 2 lb. or 3 lb. of fish. That
often happens in the vicinity of Fremnantle,
although I admit that the fishermen in the
North-West do fairly well. Parliament
should accept the responsibility of fixing the
fees for all types of fishermen's licenses.
The MIinister could prepare a list of the
boats which he intends should be subject to
fees. It would he better to postpone eon-
sideration of the measure until we have a
chance of discussing the fees in detail. I
cannot understand why the Government
"socks" it on to the fishermen.

The Minister for Fisheries: There is no
question of "socking"' it on.

Mr. FOX; The Government is doing so
now.

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES: As
members are aware, an advisory committee
was appointed under the Act on which the
fishermen are represented. Any scale of
fees would he submitted to that committee
before the fees were actually decided upon.
I have had representations from flishermen
asking that there should be a distinction be-
tween the fees paid by an amateur fisherman
and the fees paid by a professional.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Have you sought
the opinion of the advisory committee on
the question of the fees to he charged?

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES:
The advisory committee will'certainly be
asked its opinion. It has already given con-
sideration to some of the problems.

Mr. Pox: Whom would you call an ama-
teur fisherman?

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES:
One who does not fish for his living. The
hon. member is an amateur.

Mr. Fox: I am not a fisherman at all.
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The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES: A
fisherman who is earning perhaps £4,000 or
£5,000 a -year, as some do who arc fishing
out of Geraldton, should pay a. higher fee
than a fisherman on the Swan River who
catches a few fish to earn his living. The
fees should not be fixed by Act of Parlia-
ment, because then they would be inflexible.
If fixed by regulation they could be varied
from time to time as occasion required.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As an
amateu~r fisherman-

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Very I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I
hope the Committee will not agree to the
amendment. We should not fall for the
sob stuff put over by the member for South
Freman tie about the hard life of the fisher-
man. The hon. member is always talking
on that subject. A man enters the fishing
industry because he lies it.

Mr. Fox: Get out!
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
been out with fishermen on many occasions
and spent days at sea with them. The life
is a pleasant one. They make a good living
out of it, as the member for South Fre-
mantle knows.

Mr. Fox: 'I know nothing of the sort.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The fees'
should he fixed by regbulatiou so as to enable
the Minister and the department to reduce
them should it become necessary. There is
no indication that the fees will be fixed as
high as the hon. member is trying to have
them fixed. They might be lower. If a
man goes to sea it is because he likes, the
sea, and he takes up fishing as a calling.
The member for South Fremantlo has tried
to convince the Committee what a terrible
life a fisherman's is, but I will not have
that for one moment.

Mr. Fox: Do you like itt

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do.
When I get out of Parliament, I am going
fishing.

Hon. A. H. Panton: flown at the Old
Men's Home, at "Sunset."1

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:- No, I
will go to sea. I will go fishing because I
like it. It is a wonderful life.

C581

- Hon. A. R. G. Hawks: We know the
Minister will go fishing, but not for fish.

The MINISTER FOB LANDS: I suggest
to -the Committee that it reject the amend-
ment.

Mr. FOX: I know members will not take
any notice of the remarks of the Minister
for Lands. I can understand that if he went
out fishing he would pick the best day pos-
sible, and he would be the guest ,of boo..
pitablc fishermen. He would sit on the
side of the boat and they would cook his
meals, bait his hook and do everything pos-
sible for him. I can understand a man saying
that a fisherman's life is a happy one under
those circumstances. I can remember a party
of us going out fishing one day. Four of
the members are present in this Chamber
this afternoon. I believe that some of them
would tell us that a fisherman's life is not
a happy one; they were not able to eat their
dinner l ecausc they were seasick.

Just think of some of the things fishermen
have to put up -with!I It is not so long ago
since six fishermen went out the other side
of Rotinest and were drowned when their
boat overturned. The Minister for Lands
is not likely to get drowned down on his
farm at Toodyay. Q'uite often, in boister-
ous weather, boats go down, or are blown
on to the rocks in Fremantle harbour, the
fishermen being subjected to very rent loss.
The Minister knows very little about fishing.
If the weather is tdo bad, the fishermen do
not go out because of the danger; but very
often they are caught in bad weather and
their lives are in their hands always. They
are out in very small boats and often run
into rough seas. I bet that if the Minister
struck a very rough sea, he would be wishing
he was on the "Queen Mary.l

The Minister for Lands: Never! You'd
be surprised.

Mr. FOX: I hope members will not take
the slightest notice of the Minister, because
be knows very little about fishing.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I agree
with the member for South Fremantle that
the Minister knows very little about the
professional fisherman's life; but the Min-
ister's remarks may mislead members who
will be asked very shortly to east a vote on
this question. I am sorry the member for
Albany is -not in his seat. I would suggest
that as the Chairman of Committees is busy,
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the Deputy Chairman might hand over his'
ditties to one of the other Deputy Chair-
men, resume his seat, and give his version of
a fisherman's life.

The Minister for Fisheries: That is not
in question.

Hon. A. A. M1. COVERLET: Yes, it is.

The CHAIRMAN: I would ask members
to keep to the amendment.

Hon. A. A. U1. COVERLET: I am glad
you did that. The disadvantages of a fisher-
man's life have been questioned.

The Minister for Fisheries:- I have not
done so.

lHon. A. A. 21f. COVERLET: As a gentle-
man who knows quite a lot about a fisher-
man's life, the Deputy Chairman should
addres- the Chamber. So also should the
member for Bunbury. He is interested in
the Bill and is studying it very carefully. I
eA positive also that the member for Gerald-
ton does not agree with the statement made
by the Minister for Lands. I have been in
the Bunbury district on holidays, like the
Minister for Lands, and had a bit of a jaunt
on a launch, and caught fish. If that was
all that was attached to a fisherman's ife,
we could agree with what the Minister said.
The Minister for Fisheries referred to the
neces-.nty for having these figures checked
by the advisory committee, and that was
mentioned also by the Minister Lands. I
want to know what tirfie this is to start
seeking the advice of thle advisory committee.
If the Minister had not already done that, he
had no right to introdnee this Bill. Why
Appoint an advisory committee? Was it not-
appointed to advise the Minister an4i the
department on all aspects of fishing?

The Minister for Fisheries: There was no
intention to fix fees by this Bill at all.
You know that. Do not introduce red
herrings.

lion. A. A. M. COVERLET: This is not
a red herring.

The Minister for Fisheries; It is!

I-on. A. A. -M. COVERLET: floes the
Minister seriously tell me that the advisory
committee made no reciommendation -about
fees to he charged to professional fishermen'?

The Minister for Fisheries: The commit-
tee did not do so.

Hon. A. A. 2,1. COVERLET: 'Well, it
should have done so. Did the Minister ask
its advice? What sort of way is that of
bringing in a Bill?

The Minister for Fisheries: I am not
altering the fees by the Bill.

Hon. A. A. .M. COVERLET: But the
Minister will have to do it in the long run.

The Minister for Fisheries: In due course.

Hon. A. A. 21. COVERLET: Who will
advise the Minister as to what the fees
should be under the regulations?

The Minister for Fisheries: In due course,
the advisory committee.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: The corn-
inittee should have already advised the Min-
ister when these amendments were requested.

The Minister for Fisheries: I disagree.

The Minister for Lands: Did you insist on
that when you wore Minister?

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLET: Yes. I
appointed the advisory committee, and
always requested its views on any admninis-
trative matters. I did not always agree with
those views hut I always asked for its
opinion, nnd if I disagreed I had a reason.
The Minister for Lands however, dogmatic-
ally states that a fisherman's life is an easy
one, quite an enjoyable life, and that any-
body engaging in that calling should be lpre-
pared to pay anything the Minister or the
Government thinks fit.

The Minister for Lands: It is a life on the
ocean wave; a very ]healthy life.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLET: T'he 'Minis-
ter in charge of the Bill said something,
and the Ministcr for Lands, like a parrot,
repeated it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not reflect on the Minister.

lion. A. A. 2.%. GOVEHtLEY: That is not
a reflection.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, it is. You
should not call me a parr-ot.

Hon. A. A. M.. COVERLET: Well, let
ine say that the 'Minister for Lands re-
peated what was said, that the fees
should ha fiexibS. He argued that if the
fee was thought to be too high, it could
be reduced by regulation. In what way
are other shipping fees charged, such as
harbour dues 3 They are on a tonnage or
a footage basis.

1644
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The Minister for Fisheries: And fixed by
regulation.

Hon. A. A. Ml. COVERLEY: We do not
know what regulations the Minister will
introduce. The Minister said there should
Lye flexibility in respect to the fees charged
to fishermen. I disagree with that. Be-
cause one man is earning £5 a week he is
not entitled to pay a lesser fee than a man
who is earning £50 a week. I hope that
members who represent fishermen will 'not
permit this sort of accusation to pass with-
out some contradiction. I support the
amendment.

Mr. KELLY: I was not impressed by
the way the Minister for Lands ploughed
into this discussion. He said there was
no intention of fixing fees in this particu-
lar part of the measure. I draw attention
to line 7 which states, ''enabling the dif-
ferentiation of feet payable." Of course,
it is to fix fees. The Minister wants to do
it by regulation. That is not the way we
think it should be done. The Minister also
said he desired flexibility so that if in six
weeks' or six months' time it was decided
the fees were too high or too low, they
could be altered. I consider that, is wrong.
It would leave the fisherman without any
knowledge of what they were committed to
meet, If the Minister wanted an extra
few pounds for the Treasury he could im-
pose some highly ridiculous fee on the
fishermen and they would have to pay A
We should not allow the Minister to get
away with that. I draw attention to the
fact that every session different members
seek to have somewhat *simailar regulations
disallowed. The Minister referred to a
number of instances where license fees are
fixed by regulation. I can mention others
where they are not. What about auc-
tioneers' fees? They are not fixed by
regulatiott.

%[Mr. Perkins took the Chair.]

The Minister for Fisheries: They are
fixed by regulation.

3jr. KELLY: The same applies to the
estate agents. Their fees are not fixed by
regulation.

The Minister for Fisheries: They may
be varied by regulation.

Mr. KELLY: The fees for bookmakers
are the same. There is nothing to prevent
high fees being charged if the Minister so

desires. The member for Albany is back
in his seat. I hope he wvill be interested
enough to endeavour to protect the fisher-
men in his locality. The Minister said h&
wvanted to differentiate between the
amateur and the professional license. That
is provided for in the amendment. At the
present time the domestic license is 108.,
and we are asking that the license fee be
£3 per annuim. I hope the Chamber will
agree to the amendment.

Mr. HILL: Like other members, I am
not keen on too much government hy regu-
latior, but it would be extremely difficult
for this Chamber to fix the license fees to
be charged to fishermen. If I wanted to
do a little hit of fishing in Oyster Harbour,
I would, under the amendment, have to
pay £3 a year for a small boat. Now,
there is a trawler coming out which may
be worth £20,000, and it will handle
thousands of pounds worth of fish each
year. By the amendment it would pay
only £3 per annum.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: That is am
encouragement to industry.

Mr. HILL: That may be, but the cost to
the Government of looking after the inter-
ests of that trawler will be worth a good
deal more than that. There are so many
different sorts of boats and values that I
fail to see how this Chamber could fix the
license fees. I am in favour of the clause
as it stands.

Hion. E. H. H. HALL: Whether fishing is
a hard life or not largely depends on how
the 'fish bite. What appeals to me, and
what influences ine in voting on this
matter is that I have found the department
to he very sympathetically inclined towards
the fishermen. There is a confederation of
fishermen in Western Australia and the de-
partment gives it every assistance and en-
couragement. The confederation meets once
a year in the department's offices, and the
department pays a lot of attention to its
decisions. The Minister made a strong point
when he said that sympathetic consideration
was invariably given to the requests of the
confederation and individual fishermen.
From time to time, if occasion demands it,
the department can give the fishermen sym-
pathetic consideration. Some fishermen
work only part-time, but I know many full-
time fishermen who consider the amateur a
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nuisance and would like to see his fee fixed
at a much higher figure. I agree with the
Minister.

Hlon. J. B. SLEEMIAN: Although moen-
hers have not copies of the amendment, I
think it goes too far. The member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie would fix the fee for
some boats at up to £15, which I think is
out of all proportion. I feel we should
report progress until copies of the amend-
ment are available.

M1r. FOX: Mly object in supporting the
amendment was to have it carried and then
strike out the greater part of it so that
Parliament could 1K, the scale of fees to be
paid. The maximum that I would agree
to would be £2 or £3, and I do not think
any fishing boat should be charged a license
fee of £16.

Mr. STYANTS: There are two issues be-
fore us on this amendment. The first is
whether the scale of fees should he provided
in the Act or by regulation-I do not think
there was any outcry against the fees
hitherto laid down in the Act-and the second
is whether we should agree to the fees sug-
gested in the amendment. I think they are
too high. The present provision is that the
license fee for a fishing boat of'up to 24 ft.
is £1 per year, and £2 per year for any boat
larger than that. From memory I think the
amendment wvould provide a fee of £2-
on increase of 100 per eent.-for a boat of
up to 24 ft., and for a £E15 fee for a boat
of over 50 ft. The present provision in the
Act has operated fairly up to date and I
oppose the amendment.

The MINISTER FORl FISHERIES: The
member for Vilgarn-Coolgardie said the
auctioneers' fees could not be fixed by re~u-
lation, but that is incorrect. The section
States-

The fees for licenses tinder tbis Act shall
be as prescribed and unless and until other-
wise prescribed by regulation under this Act
the fee shall be-

and so on. They can be varied from time
to time by regulation.

.1r. Kelly: Could Dot this be done in the
same way?

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES: It
could have been done in that way. The
same applies to the land agents.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Would read out the
amendment Mr. Chairman?'

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment reads
as follows:-

Clause 3, paragraph (b), page 2. Bly adding
after the word ''licenses'' in line five, the
following wvords-'iu accordance Nv*th the
following scale:- Per Aknnum.

Boat not exceeding 24 feet . 22
Over 24 feet but not more than

:35 feet U .. £
Over 35 feet but not more than

50 feet . .. £
Over 50 feet 0 . . £5
Fisherman Is prof essional license £3

Mr. FOX: I move-
That the amendment be amended by striking

out all the words after the words "'not ex-
ceeding 24 feet' with a view to inserting
other words.
I do not agree even with the fee of £2 per
annum, whi.ch I think is too high.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot accept the
amendment as it does not make sense.

Mr. FOX: It makes sense as far as the
fishermen are concerned. Later on we can
proceed to fix the fees.

The CHAIRMAN: Do I understand that
the member for South Fremantle intends to
delete all words after "24 feet" for the pur-
pose of inserting other words'

Mr. FOX: That is correct.
Mr. NEEDITAM: In. order to give mem-

bers an opportunity to understand tile

amendment, I move-
That progress be reported.
Mf6tion put and n division taken with the

following results:-
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Mr. KF~lLY: In his weood reatting
spewih the ifniter made it pede~y -elsr
tat he intended to raise the fees applicable
to various bn~aches of the fishing industry.
and to do it by regulation. My idea in
movi~ng an amendment was to give this Com-
mittee an eppertunity to say what the fme
shall be heeause I cnsider it to be wrong
for the Minister to impose whatever fees
he thinks fit

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not think
the hon. member is speaking to the amend-
menzt on the amendment as moved by the
member for South Fremantle.

Mr. KELLY: I did not think that the
amendment on amenidment had been ac-
cepted. However, I am speaking against
it because it desires to strike out certain
words from my original amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: It intends only to
delete the words after "24 feet."

Mr. KELLY: That is the portion with
which I want to deal.

The CHAIRMAN: But the hon. member
was speaking about fees by regulation and
that does not enter into it at this stage. I
understand from the member for South Fre-
mantle that he intends to insert other words
in lieu of the ones struck out.

Mr. KELLY: Am I in order in wakig
reference to the words that the hon. member
desires to strike out?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

-Mr. KELLY: The words that the hon.
member desires to strike out have been in-
cluded because of the Minister's desire to fix
these fees by rcgulation. The member for
South Fremantle referred to the differentia-
tion in the fees which are part of my amend-
ment. I consider that a fee of £2 for a boat
not exceeding 24 feet is ample because in
most cases fishermen operating with boats9
of that type would not be in an income field
much in excess of £3,000 per annum. Mvy
idea in trying to make it necessary for the
payment of a fee of £15 for a boat over
50 feet is that it will cover those types
which, during the last season and part of
the previous season, were earning £60,000,
or more, per annum. I hope the Com-
mittee will not accept the amendment
on my amendment. A graduated scale is

the only ose tat; can be Wpplicable whore
hnts range in size from~ well giuder 24 feet
to weUl over WO Met.

Mr. HEGNEY: I wish to prtet against
this Committee beimg obliged to consider
business of which members have "c had
previous knowledge. On previous occasions
I have protested, when the members of the
Opp~sition. formed the Goverument, against
a private -mexmbar passing over a copy of a
proposed amendment to a Minister and no
one else in the Chamber being aware of its
contents. I suppose if a number of members
were asked what was the full import of the
amenidment now being onsidered, they, as
welt as myself, would not he Whe intelli-
gently to answer. You, Mr. Chairman, have
A copy of the amendment and have an ad-
vantage ever other members of the Com-
mittee. The mover also has that advantage,
together with a few other members who have
obtained a copy, including the Minister. I
take strong exception to this procedure. I
moved that progress be reported, so that
members could be supplied with a copy of
the amendment and know what they are
voting on. I hope the Minister will take
into accont the position in, which private
members are placed and will postpone the
discussion until we all have full knowledge
of the amendment.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It seems to me
that the Minister is not very anxious to
get this measure through. He has a copy
of the amendment and I am entitled to be
supplied with one as well as he. If he is
nat prepared to do that I will stonewall on
the Bill all night. Why cannot the Minister
report progress or get someone to type out
a few copies of the amendment so that we-
will all know what we are voting on? I
will oppose everything until I do know. I
appeal to the Minister to acquaint us with
what is before the Ohdir. We know some-
thing about a fee of £4 and £E2 and some-
thing else, but we do not know what size
the boats are or anything else. To expect
us to cast an intelligent vote in the circum-
stances is ridiculous.

Mr. FOX: I hope the Minister will report
progress and give members an opportunity
of ascertaining what the amendments con-
tain. The other night the member for Bev-
erley said that members on the Government
side were merely ciphers and they bad to
do as they were told. That is homne out by
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tonight's procedure. Very few of the mom-
bers know what they are voting on. I again
ask the Minister to report progress. This
is not a party question..

-The Minister for Fisheries: It is a party
question.

Mr. FOX: It is not a party question at
all and I think members on the Government
side and on this side too have a right to
see what is contained in both the amend-
ment and the amendment on the amend-
ment, in order that they may have a proper
appreciation as to how they will vote.

Mr. HILL: I oppose the amendment, but
the member for South Fremantle has done
a goad service to this Committee. He has
shown how utterly impossible it is, for
this Committee to fix the license fees.

Ron. A. H. Fanton: We have not had an
opportunity.

Mr. HILL: That is'what -we arc trying
to do. The member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie
has moved an amendment to that effect,
and the member for South Fremantle is
endeavouring to add something to it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. KILL: The issue before the Com-
mittee in the amendment moved by the
member for Yilgarn-Ooolgardie is whether
it is to fix the license fees or whether they
are to be fixed by regulation. Although
I am opposed to regulations, I consider it
would be impossible for this Committee to
fix the license fees for boats and fisber-
men. We have only been playing with the
fishing industry in this State. Hunt's fac-
tory has turned out 2,000,000 tins of fish
products and within the next 10 years the
values of the boats engaged in fishing may
vary from £5 to 050,000. 1 contend that
it would be impossible for this Committee
to ft the license fees and that they should
be covered by regulation.

Mr. KELLY: I accept the chides made
against me for not having produced a num-
ber of copies of my amendment or having
placed it on the notice paper. I hnow that
-my action has been executed before, but I
also know that two wrongs do not make a
right. I apologise for not supplying copies
of the amendment to members or for not
placing it on the notice paper. In view of
that I think progress should be reported.

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES: I
would be the last to display discourtesy to
members but this amendment is extremely
simple. The question is: Are the fees to
be fixed by regulation or by this Commit-
tee? The second reading debate has been
over for a considerable period and I regret
I cannot delay the Bill any longer.

Hon. J, B. $LEEMAN: It seems to me
that the Minister is not acquainted with
the amendment before the Chair. He said
that we are discussing the question of
whether we are to fix the license fees or
whether they are to be fixed by regulation,
but that is not the question before the
Chair at all. What is before the Chair is
an amendment for certain words to be
struck out from the amendment moved by
the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie, and
that is all we have to decide. The Minis-
ter is as hard as nails and will not budge
ain inch, and that is why I will not agree
to his fixing the fees for fishermen. They
are the most penalised men in the com-
munity.

The CHAIRMAN:- Order! The hon. mem-
ber is getting away from the amendment.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Fees up to £C15
only should he charged for fishing boats.
We know that if fishermen commit a breach
of the regulations their nets, which cost
considerably more than £15, will be con-
fiscated. I hope the Committee will not
agree to the amendment proposed by the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie.

Amendment on amendment put and a divi-
sion taken with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes 32
Majority against

Mr. FOXMr
Mr. Be40nYMr

Mtr. Abbott Mr .
Mr. Ackland Mr.
Mir. Botchl Mr.
Mrs. Oardell-Oliver Mr.
Mr. CloverleT 'Mr.
Mr. Doey Mr.
Mr. Graham Mr.
Mr. Grarden Mr.
Mr. Hall Mr.
Mr. Hawke Mr.
Vr. Hill Mr.
Mr. Boar Mr.
Mr. Kelly Mr.
Mr. Lesle Mr.-
Mr. Mar Mr.
Mr. Mcoalid Mr.

26

SLneman
Styranta
Oliver

MeLarty
Murray
Needham
NIMMO
Nulmea
Pantou
Read
Reynolds
Seward
Shearn
Thorn
Tonkin
Triat

Watts
Yates
'Brand

Fellar.)

tilde.)
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Amendment on amendment thus nega-
tived.

Honl. J. B. SLEEMAN: I would like to
move that the amendment be amended by
striking out all words after "£2." It seems
that we must accept the proposed fee of £2,
but "that should be the maximum. We
should certainly not agree to anything more
for the time being. We oughit'not to agree
further to penalise men who are already pen-
alised in so many directions. Their ex-
penses are high and should their nets be
lost,' damaged or conflislated, heavy espen-
diture is involved in replacements.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I could not ac-
cept such an amendment on the amendment.
The Committee has already decided that the
words the hon. member suggests be struck out
shall remain.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: This is a
vital amendment which will decide whether
fishermen are to be charged fees prescribed
by regulation or as set out in the Act itself.
The Minister during his second reading
speech said that the fees were to be increas-
ed. From my knowledge, I know that if it
is left for the fees to be prescribed by regu-
lation, thi charges will he higher than those
mentioned in the amendment.

The Minister for Fisheries:' Not neces-
sarily.

Mr. Fox: They might be any amount.

Honl. A. A. M%. COVERLEY: I did not
say that that would necessarily be so, but
that they would he higher than the fees
initioned in the amendment. I have been
told by some fishermen that they expected
higher fees to be prea-ribed because some-
one on the advisory committee had already
.said so. I asked the Minister whether he
had any information on the subject. Cer-
tainly something has been going on, in view
of what the fishermen told me.

The Minister for Fisheries: I know noth-
ing at all about it; it has not been sub-
mitted to me.

- Hon. A. A. M. COVERtLEY: I amn not
disputing the Minister's statement, which I
accept, but I have said what the fishermen
told me. As the member for Fremantle
pointed out, the costs at present borne by
fishermen are higher in many respects, and
now their license fees are to be increased.
The only fair way of charging boat license

fees is on the basis of tonnage or per foot,
and that is what the amendment suggests.
If the fees are to be prescribed by way of
regulation, it will not be done until after
the House rises and then they will continue
in force for about eight months before any
action can be taken for their disallowance.
The Minister said he had not had an op-
portunity to discuss the matter with the ad-
visory committee. It is open to him to re-
port progress so that he will be able to con-
sult that committee or his departmental of-
ficers. If later on he can show why the
course proposed is not advisable, there
Might not be further opposition to the
clause.

Mr. HEGNEY: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division
following result:-

Ayes

Noes

Majority a

Mir.
MIr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.

Coverley
Fox
Graiam
Hawrks
H egey
Hoar
Kelly
May
Mc~ulloch
Needham

taken with the

19
25

gninst . 6

AYS.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NOS.
M~r. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mir. Boyd!l
Mrs. Cardell.Olivor
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Donny
Mr. Grayden
Mir. Hall
Mr. hill
Mr. Leslie
Mti. Mann
Mr. McDonald
hit. McLsrty

Nulse.
Oliver
Panton
Sleeman,
Styants
Tonkin
Trial
Wise
Rodoreda

(Taller.)

Mr. Murray
Air., Nalder
Air. Nmmnin
Mr. North
Mr. Road
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Seward
Mr. Shear.
Mr. Tborm
Mr. Watts
Mr. Yates
Mr. Brand

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. RODOREDA: Will the Minister con-
side,' a suggestion that we suspend the dis-
cussion for five minutes to enables copies of
the amendment to be typed out and handed
to meibers? I have not a copy of the
amendment and it is unfair to ask members
to decide a matter of this nature without
having a copy. Surely the Minister is not
so obstinate that he cannot see this.

The Minister for Fi~eries: The question
is that the fees shall be fixed by regulation.
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Mr. ROBOREDA: No. The question is
whether we accept this amendment or further
amend it. Would the Chairman please in-
form me how far the Committee has decided
not to amend this amendment?

The CHAIRMA N: The amendment was
to delete all words after "24 feet."

Mr. RODOREDA: In the Bill or in the
amendment?

The CHAIRMAN: In the amendment.

Mr. RODOREDA: According to the typed
copy I now have, the words "24 feet" are
mentioned twice. Which of the two have
we decided to leave in?

The CHAIRMAN: The one in the first
amendment. All the words after "24 feet"
must remain in the amendment.

Mr. RODOREDA: Then nothing has been
struck out of the amendment at all. Where
can I move an amendment now?

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Roe-
bourne will have to decide that himself.

Mr. IlODORECA: Would I be in order
in moving to strike out kny words in the
amendment*?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
would be in great difficulty, in view of what
the Committee has deciqed. He can add
words.

Mr. RODOREDA: That would require
some study. Would the Minister give me
five minutes?

Mr. Styants: It is not a matter of what
the Minister will do; it is a matter of what
the Chairman of Committees will do.

Mr. May: Things are in a bit of a mess!

Mr. Hegney: We have not a typed copy.

Mr. Hoar: To which copy are you re-
ferring?

The CHAIRMAN: I put the amendment
to the Committee and the Committee must
decide on that. The fact that it is not on
the notice paper is not anything with which
I can deal.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We are not blaming
you.

Mr. RODOREDA: If I cannot move to
delete anything, I will have to resume my
seat.

Mr. STYANTS: In view of the fact that
some members are interested in the amend-
ment and have not a copy, would you, Mr.
Chairman, read it slowly so that they can
take it down in writing?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I suggest that
we continue this debate for a few minutes
while lb0 clerk types out half-a-dozen copies.
Then we will know where we are. We can-
not discuss something we do not know any-
thing about.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no provision
for an action such as -that in the Standing
Orders.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Minister
could jet it done if he had the courtesy to
do so. I know there is nothing in Standing
Orders or I would have moved something
long ago. All we seek is that courtesy which
is to he expected from a Minister of the
Crown. If the Minister is not prepared to
extend that courtesy, it is time he got out
and made room for somebody else.

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES: I
am prepared, if the amendment is carried,
to report progress immediately.

Hon. 3. B. Sleeman: That is bribery.

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES: I
would report progress with a view to having
this clause re-committed, if necessary, so
that some other fees can be inserted. I do
not see that any delay is warranted merely
for the purpose of deciding something that
is very clear; namely, whether the fees shall
be fixed by regulation or not.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That is not what wq
are discussing at all.

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES:
That is the real issue.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I would ask the
Chairman to tell us what is before the Com-
mittee.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
the words proposed to be inserted be in-
serted.I

Mr. FOX: I hope the Minister will agree
to report progress. He knows very well-
or if he does not the officers of his depart-
ment know-what fees it is intended to
charge for all licenses. If the Minister has
not the information, he ought to have it and
the members of this Chamber have a right
to know it.
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I intend to
speak until 6.15 p.m. although what I say
about the amendment may not be 100 per
cent, relevant to it. If we continue until
6.15 the Minister or someone else will have
an opportunity during the tea suspension
to have copies of the amendment typed.

The Minister for Education: I suggest
that the member for Yilgarn-Coolgnrdie
should fix it up. It all seems to have'started
from him.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am not con-
cerned who does it so long as it is done. It
is very difficult for members who are not in
possession of copies of the amendment to
know what' the fee is to be per annum for
various types of fishing boats. Unless we
have that information, before us in black
and white, we have not much opportunity to
dec-ide whether the scale of fees, as they apply
to the different sizes of boats, is equitable.
It may very well be that a better scale of
fees than that set out in the amendment
could be devised especially by members from
those portions of the State where fishermen
are resident in any considerable number. It
should not be beyond the ability of mem-
bers, particularly those more vitally eon-
corned, to have some consultation during the
tea suspension to see whether they cannot
bring their fees into reasonable alignment.
Then, wvhen we reassemble, we will be able
to have a dlear-cut argument,; because those
who want the fees inserted in the legislation
will be able to come to -an agreement during
tea as to what the fees should be, and Iftter-
wards there can be a straight-out discussion
between those who think fees should be in-
eluded in the Act and those who think that
the power to fix fees by regulation should
reside with the Minister and the department,
in accordance with the circumstances a t te
time.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. KELLY: As requested by members,
the amendments have now been placed
before them, and they should know what
they are. The amendment before us
is self-explanatory if one eonzwcts it with
the Minister's statements when speaking on
the second reading. It is designed to give
this Chamber the opportunity of fixing the
rates mentioned in the Bill rather than that
they should be fixed by regulation. I am

in accord with the Minister's desire to in-
crease the existing fees, but I am totally
opposed to the fixation of these rates by
reguiation. The Minister gave no indication
as to what fees he intended to levy. H~e did,
however, intimate that there bad been greatly
increased expenditure in providing fisheries
inspectors and that administrative costs were
much higher. Dloes that indicate an inten-
tion on the part of the Minister to fix a low
rate ? Or is the industry to be called on
to pay an excessive rate?

This is a heaven-sent opportunity for the
advisory committee, through the Minister, to
"slug" the fishermen. The 'Minister also said,
"It is desirable that the fees to be paid
should be fixed in accordance with the value
of the particular license issued." My amend-
ment is designed to fix reasonable license
fees. A graduated scale is the only way to
fix them. It is conceivable that I have struck
a high note, and if so it is up to this Cham-
ber to amend what I have suggested. I ask
that this Committee fix the amount instead
of leaving it to be fixed by regulation.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!I The bon. mem-
ber is not in order in discussing that part
now. The Committee hasalready decided
that those amounts stand. All the words
after "24 feet," where they first appear in
the amendment moved by the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie, must stand.

Mr. KELLY: They stand until such time
as the amendment is again put and the Com-
mittee decides to retain or delete those words.

The CHAIRMAN: No amendment can be
moved to that now. Those figures must
stand, or the amendment go out.

Mr. KELLY: Is this amendment the only
thing we are able to discuss here?

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member must
speak, to the ampendment.

Mr. KELLY: If this amendment is not
acceptable to the Committee, are we debarred
from moving further amendments?

The CRAIRMAN: No, but the hon. mem-
ber must speak to the amendment and not to
other matters.

Mr. KELLY: I have not, as far as I
know, spoken on other matters. I have
spoken on matters concerning the amiend-
ment I have moved, which deals with certain
fees. I object to the fees being fixed by
regulation.

I
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Hon. J. B. SLEIEMAN: As a matter of
parliamentary procedure, we cannot do very
much at the moment but I would like to
know, Mr. Chairman, how you would rule in
the event of the amendment being- defeated.
Would it he competent for the member for
Vilgarn-Coolgardie, or any other hon. mem-
ber, to move for the insertion of other
words?

The CHAIRMAN: Further amendments
can be moved.

lHon. J. B. SLEEMAN': If this were de-
feated, could I not move to insert the follow-
ing words:

Not exceeding 24 feet
Over 24 feet but not more than

35 feet
Over 35 feet but not more than

50 feet
Over 50 feet

!£1

£E2

£83
£5

The CHAIRMAN: I am not giving any
ruling until this amendment is dealt with.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I want to know
whether, in the event of this amendment be-
ing defeated, we could move.somethkng else.
1 say we can. I am prepared to take the
risk, but I wanted to make sure by knowing
your ruling. I -would he prepared to accept
this rather than the Minister's amendment,
as I would not trust the Fisheries Depart-
ment as to what license fees it would pre-
scribe through the Minister by regulation.

Mt, FOX: I move--
That the amendment be amended by adding

a proviso as follow:-" Provided that 76 per
cent. of the revenue so collected be used to
provide amenities for fiaheninen."

Evean at Fremantle amenities are needed for
the fishermen. A cousiderable sum was spent
there in the last 12 months, but a lot of the
work done has been damaged by the action
of the sea and further expenditure will be
reuired. Slipwvays. are urgently needed at
various ports along our coast. Esperance
is sadly in need of a slipway and another is
required at Fremantle. The mole at the fish-
ing jetty at Frenmantle should be extended in
order to provide a safer harbour for fishing
boats. pto10vsesanchor at-that
spot at times and the rough south-west winds
often tear the boats adrift and wash them on
to the beach. The fishermen are prepared
to pay increased license fees, but it is only
reasonable to ask that a proportion of the
increased revenue so collected should be spent
to provide amenities,' for them. While
an increase in fees will hit the fishermen

hard, the'amount of revenue so collected will
be inconsiderable 'and I think the Treasurer
could well ask Mr. Chifley for a little more,
rather than try to collect it from our fisher-
men.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I warn the mem-
her for South Fremantle that, if the amend-
ment is agreed to, he need not expect it
to improve the lob of the fisherman. Other
industries have heen promised amenities but
nothing has been done about it,

Mr. FOX: I think the suggested fees are
too high, but I have moved this amendment
because I think if increased revenue is col-
lected through the fees the fishermen should
receive some benefit from it.

Amendment on amendment put and
negatived..

Amendment put and negatived.

Ron. J. d3. SLEEAIAN: I would like to
move that the amendment be amended by
striking out 4il the works after "scale" and
inserting the following words in lieu:- "Boat:-
Not exceeding 24ft, FA10s. per annum. Over
24ft. but not more than Sfift., 22 per annum.
Over 35ft. hut not more than 5Oft., £4 per
annum. Over Soft., £6 peranu.

The CHAIRMAN; I cannot accept such
an sinendment. The Committee has already
decided against altering the figures in the
amendment moved by the member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardic and sLubsequently defeated
the full amendment. The member for Fre-
mantle is only trying to take the same action
in another way.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 to S-greed to.
Clause P-Repeal and re-enactment of

Section 18:
Mr. KELLY: I move an amendment-
That in lines I and .9 of proposed new

Sectiou 18 (1) the words ''if so directed by
the Minister 1' be struck out.

The proposal in the Bill is an excellent
one so long as the words I have indicated
are struck out. If there are four
fishermen all working under similar circunm-
stances and, for some unknown reason, the
department 'decides that one particular man
shall make regular returns, he can be
directed by the Minister to 'do so. Yet, the
other three fishermen would not have to make
regular returns at all. If every fisherman is
obliged to submit a return, it will provide
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the department with valuable data for all
time. I feel that it should he obligatory
upon fishermen to supply the information
required.

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES: I
consider there ought to be some discretion in
this matter. Some of the smaller fishermen
should not be compelled to send in large
quantities of statistics. Perhaps a man
might be fishing, in a small way, out from
Albany and yet he could be prosecuted for
.not putting in; returns. Thait would be the
case if this amendment were agreed to, and
some discretionary power should be given to
the Minister. If members w-ant to make it
compulsory for every small fisherman to send
in statistical returns, then I will be satisfied.
However, I consider it would be an irrita-
tation to some men whose information would
not be of sufficient value to the department.

Mr. KELLY: I fail to see why the Minis-
ter has brvught in the Bill in this form un-
less he wants all the- possible information.
Unless it is made compulsory, then the clause
ought to be defeated. I would instance the
Forestry Department. That department re-
quires all licensed wvoodcutters to furnish
signed monthly declarations of the quantity
of timber cut. Even if a man does not cut
any timber during the month, he must still
send in a nit return. The position under
this Bill is similar 'and we are losing an
excellent opportunity of obtaining valuable
data for our Fisheries Department. I hope
the Committee will agree to the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

'Mr. KELLY: I move an amendment-
At the end of Subsection (2) of proposed

new Section 18 a new paragraph be added as
follows-''I (g) the f urnishing of accurate in-
formation as to locality from which different
varieties are take."

The Minister for Fisheries: I have no
objection to that amendment.

Amendment put ana passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 10-Amendment of Section 24:

Mr. FOX: I think the Committee should
delete this clause. After a servant has
been fined he may prosecute an owner to
recoup himself for the expenses incurred
by way of fine and costs. There is no
necessity to amend the Act- The only per-
son we should be concerned with is the
employer. This is a dragnet clause and

will 1put the employee to considerable ex-
pense and inconvenience. We all know
how difficult it is in many cases for a work-
ing man to get justice. Take the Workers'
Compensation Act, for instance! When a
person attends a doctor, the man from
whom be claims compensation need not pay
and in many cases will not until he is taken
to court.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I will not
allow a detailed discussion on extraneous
matter.

Mr. FOX: I think I can connect that mat-
ter up because there is an analogy between
the two. The department should not use
two barrels instead of one to collect any
fees for an infringement of the Act. I
hope the Committee will not stand for that
sort of legislation. The employee may not
be aware that he is committing an offence
but that would not be a defence. The
person proceeded against should be the
employer. It is not British lustice to pro-
secute the 'serv'ant instead of the master.
I desire to move that all the words af ter
the word "subsections" in line 3 be struck
out.

'-he CHIMRMAN: floes the bon. member
intend to insert words. in place of those
proposed to he struck out?~

Mr. FOX: I will deal with that later.

The CHAIRMAN: I will not accept the
amendment.

Mr. FOX: I do not intend to put any-
thing back. My desire is to have the cjause
struck out.

Thle MINISTER FQR FISHERIES: I
do not, think the hon. member has quite
understood the clause, which is merely to
enable someone who has been found iii pos-
session of undersized fish to recover, after
he has been prosecuted, the expenses from
his employer. I think that is reasonable.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 11-Amendment of Section 31:

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I would like the
Minister to explain paragraph (b). Does.
he think regulations or bylaws in conflict
with the Act arq going to he framed? I
think the paragraph is superfluous.

The MINISTER FOR FISHERIES:
This clause will give the Trout Aeclima-
tisation Societies power to make bylaw;
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and the safeguarding paragraph referred to
is to ensure that should there be any con-
flict between the bylaws ma~de by any such
society and the bylaws or regulations of a
local authority then naturally the latter must
prevail.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If these societies
wade a bylaw contrary to the Act it would
have no legal weight.

The Minister for Fisheries: No, but it
might if there were other bylaws.

Clause put and passed..
Clauses 12 and 13, Title--agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL--INOREASE or RENT (WAR
RBSTRIOIIONS) ACT AMSNDflNT

(No. 4).

Councils Message.

Message from the Council notifying that
it did not insist on its amendment No. I and
that it had agreed to the amendments made
by the Assembly to Council's amendment No.
2, subject to further amendments, now eon-
.sidered.

In Committee.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister for

Housing in charge of the Bill.
Council's amendment-
No. 2-Clause 3:
In proposed new Section 18G, page 13-

Insert a new subsection after Subsection (9)
to stand as Subsection (10) as follows:-

(10) Notwithstanding the provisions
of Subsections (3) to (8) inclusive, of
this section, the Court may make an
order against a protected person, or may
give leave to enforce an order against
a protected person (as the case may
be), if the Court, after taking into con-
sideration all the circumstances of the
ease, is satisfied-

(a) that the protected person has
not made any or reasonable
efforts to obtain other ac-
commodation or

(b) that the refusal by the Court
to make an order, or to give
leave to enforce an order (as
the case may be), would
cause greater hardship to the
person applying for such
order or leave than to the
protected person.

Assembly's amendments to Council's
amendment-

Delete all words'after the word "insert"
in line 1, and insert in lieu the words:-

In Subsection (6) the following:-
1. (a) Insert at the end of paragraph

(b) in line 4 on page 13, the word "or."
(b) Add at the end of Subsection (6) a

further paragraph to stand as paragraph

(e) That in the ease of an applica-
tion under paragraph (f) of Subsection
(3) of this section-

(i) the lessor hks been the legal or
equitable owner of the dwel-
ling house for not less than
three years immediately pre-
ceding the date of the appli-
cation and does not own any
other dwelling house; and

(ii) the protected person has re-
ceived not less than three
months' notice requiring pos-
session of the dwelling house
to be given to the lessor pro-
vided such notice was given
after the coming into opera-
tion- of the Increase of
Rent (War Restrictions) Act
Amendment Act, 1949, and
such protected person fails
to show that subsequent to
the receipt of such notice he
has made reasonable efforts
to obtain other accommoda-
tion; and

(iii) a refusal by the Court to make
the order would cause greater
hardship to the lessor than
to the protected person.

2. Tn proposed new Section 18G Sub-
section (7), page 13-

(a) In line 11 of the subsection af ter the
word "satisfied" insert the letter in brackets

(b) At the end of the subsection in line
18 add the word "or."

(a) Add a further paragraph to the sub-
section as follows:

(h) That in the ease of 'an applica-
tion under paragraph (f) of Subsection
(6) of this section-

(i) the lessor has been the legal or
equitable owner of the dwel-
ling house for not less than
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three years immediately- pre-
ceding the date of the appli-
cation and does not own any
other dwelling house; and

(ii) the protected person has re-
ceived not less than three
months' notice requiring pos-
session of the dwelling house
to be given to the lessor pro-
vided such notice was given
after the coming into opera-
tion of the Increase of Rent
(War Restrictions) Act
Amendment Act, 1940, and
such protected person fails to
show that subsequent to the
receipt of such notice he has
made reasonable efforts to
obtain other accommodation;
and

(iii) a refusal by the Court to give
the leave would cause greater
hardship to the lessor than
to the protected person.

Council's further amendments to As-
sembly's amendment-

In amendment 1 (b):
In proposed. new paragraph (c), subpara-

graph (ii)-
(i) delete the word "to" where it

appears secondly in line four and
substitute the word "by";

(ii) delete the words "provided such
notice was given after the coming
into operation of the Increase 'of
Rent (War Restrictions) Act
Amendment Act, 1949,".

In proposed new paragraph (c), sub-
paragraph (ii)-Dcletc the words "to the
protected person" and substitute the words
"the hardship that would be caused to the
protected person by the making of the
order." -

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's further
amendments can be best dealt with by con-
sidering them in two parts. The first for
consideration will be the following:-

In amendment I (b):-
In proposed new paragraph (c), subpara-

graph (ii)-
(i) delete the word "to" where it appears

secondly in line four and substitute
the word ''by";

(ii) delete the words "provided such notice
was given af ter the coming into opera-
tion of the Increase of Rent (War
Restrictionus) Act Amendment Act,
1949."1

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING. Mem-
bers will recollect that the Council amended
proposed new Section lS with the object
of facilitating recovery of possession by the
owner of a house against a protected person.
When the matter war, considered by the As-
scml'.,y, we passed an alternative amendment
having the same objective, namely, to allow
the owner of a house, in a deserving case,
to recover possession of his home where the
tenant, being a protected person, had shown
himself not to be entitled to any further
protection of his tenancy. In the alterna-
tive amendment we arced to, it was pro-
vided that the tenant could not be disturbed
unless he had received three months' notice
to quit and further;" unless he was unable to
show that during that time he had used
reasonable endeavours to find other accom-
modation.

The amendment provided specifically, as
agreed to by the Committee of this Cham-
her, that the three months' notice required
had to be given after the coming into force
of the legislation now before Parliament.
In other words, it was not to have retrospec-
tive application. The Council has amended
the Assembly's alternative amendment by
striking out the requirement that the speci-
fied notice shall commence as from the appli-
cation of this legislation, the effect being
that the Council has given the amendment
certain retrospective application. It would
mean that the owner seeking to recover pos-
session of his property could rely upon
notice that had been given six months or
even two years previously. The Assembly
was against any -retrospective application,
and I think members were right in deciding
along those lines.- The other small amend-
ment mentioned seeks to substitute the word
"by," f6r the word "to" and I think the Coun-
cil acted under a misapprehension in that
respet as I do. not consider the alteration
is necessary. I move--

That the further amendment made by the
Council be not agreed to.

Mr. LESLIE: If this legislation is made
retrospective, it will definitely impose very
severe hardship upon protected persons who,
und~er the circumstances prevailing formerly,
had been told by the Rousing Commission,
when they sought to obtain other accommno-
dation, that they had nothing to worry
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about1 and when, they had made application
for permits to build had been informed that
their chances of success were slight.

The CHAIRMAN: Is not the bon. mem-
ber dealing with the second portion of the
Council's further amendment?

Mr. LESLIE: No, I am dealing with the
retrospective application of notice to quit.
If the Committee agrees to the amendment,
it will definitely place these es-Servicemen
at a great disadvantage, because they will
be unable to prove that they attempted to
get alternative accommodation. They did
approach the Housing Commission, but were
told that, as they were protected, the Com-
mission could not provide them with a house.
The legal aid bureau, which advises es-S er-
vicemen, also explained the position to them.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment to the Assembly's amendment
not agreed to.

No. 2-In projftsed new paragraph (a),
subparagraph (iii)-Delete the words "to
the protected person" and substitute the
words "the hardship that would be caused
to the protected person by the making of
the order."

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
amendment was, in fact, moved by me, as
it appeared to me that the wording was
ambiguous and I suggested that that am-
biguity might be resolved in the Legislative
Council by more appropriate wording. That
has been done. The amendment clarifies the
meaning which was attached to the amend-
ment made by this Committee. I move-

That the further amendment made by the
Council be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment to the Assembly's amendment
agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of Mr. Styants,
Mr. Leslie and the Minister for Housing
drew up reasons for not agreeing to one of
the Couneil's amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

ANN-UAL ESTIMATES. 1949-60.

Ilk Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 30th August on
the Treasurer's Financial Statement and on
the Annual Estimates, Mr. Perkins in the
Chair.

Vote-Legislative Council, £3,524:

HON, A. R. G. HAWEE (Northam)
[8.28): I suppose Labour members of this
Chamber should to an extent be grateful to
the member for Irwin-Moore. As you know,
Sir, he indulges in the practice of going
through the speeches of Labour members
with a very fine tooth comb.

The Premier: He must have a lot of time
on his hands.

The Minister for Lands: Do you not
think they are worth reading?

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: When speaking
in the Chamber the other night, he severely
condemned portions of speeches made here
this year by the Leader of the Opposition
and the member for Fremantle. No one of
us can reasonably object to any member
criticising other members. This is a place
where the right of discussior'is fairly free
and where the limits imposed are not very
severe. it is desirable, too, that there should
be a very large measure of free discussion in
this place in order that members may have
full opportunity, according to their know-
ledge, to bring to the light of day thoe
things which they feel should be ventilated
here in the interests of the State as a whole
or of some section of the community. There-
fore I raise no objection at all to the fact
that the. member for Irwin-Moore did criti-
cise severely certain statements made by the
Leader of the Opposition and the member
for Fremantle.

At the same time, it is necessary to point
out that the member for Irwin-Moore is ex-
tremely one-eyed in his criticism of what he
considers to be an undesirable practice. To
quote only two instances in the public life
of Australia in recent months where highly
placed public mnen we re vilified and pillor-
ied, I need hut refer to the Commonwealth
Minister for Transport and External Terri-
tories and the Premier of Tasmania. I think
every member of this Committee will recal
very easily the dastardly charges that were
made against those two members of Parlia-
ment; but I never heard the member
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for Irwin-31oore utter one word of protest
against the frightful treatment to which
those two men were subjected, and I never
read one word of protest from him in con-
nection with the matter. It can be said with-
out any possible doubt of successful denial
that the charges made against the Common-
wealth Minister for Transport a~d Externa
Territories and the Premier of Tasmania
were initiated to some extent, if not to a
large extent, for political purposes and by
the interests opposed to the Labour move-
ment of Australia.

The Premier: I think you would find it
bard to give proof oft that.

Hon. A. R. Gi. HAWKE; I suggest to
the Premier that he let his mind dwell for
a few moments upon the very heavy legal
costs in which the traducer of the Premier
of Tasmania and the traducer of the Corn-
monwealth Minister for Transport and .Ex-
ternal Territories were involved; and if he
does that, I think he will realise they had
t o obtain a vegy great amount of financial
assstance from some source. I did not sug-
gest, nor am I suggesting for a moment,
that the Liberal Party or the Country Party
as such were officially involved in either in-
stance; but I am suggesting that interests in
Australia opposed to the Labouir movement
and anxious to defeat and, if Possible,
wreck it, muast have assisted in both those
eases to which I have referred.

If the member for Irwin-Moore were
consistent in his endeavours, to discourage
the making of charges against public men,
he would, on each of those occasions,, have
been very loud in his protestations against
those who vilified the 4entleman to whom
I have referred. There is another instance
much closer home to which I desire to make
reference. A meeting was held at Beverley
about the middle of February this year for
the purpose of forming, according to the
report I have, a branch of the Liberal
Party; and this meeting is reported in the
"Northam Advertiser" of the 18th Feb-
ruary, 1949. Amongst those present at the
meeting, according to the report, was Mr.
H. Ackland, the member for Irwin-Moore
in the Legislative Assembly. I might also
mention that the member for Beverley, Mir.
J7. 1. Mann, was also present, at that time
as a member of the Country and Demo-
cratic League. The President of the WA.
Division of the Liberal Party was the chief
speaker of the night.

Member: Who is he?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE.- At that time it
was Mr. F. Downing, and among other
things he bad this to say-

We have in Canberra today a Government
of which some members seem to have little
regard for honesty and probity, and a state
of affaira has prevailed which reflects on the
honesty of politielans. Charges have not been
sheeted home but there has been too much
smoke for public confidence and Ministers have
coatinued in olffice whilst charges were investi-
gated. One could 'almost say that in Can-
berra one could search with Diogenes through
the night in search of an. honest man.

Mr. Styants: Is that the Mr. Downing
of Black Diamond fame?

Member: That is the one.

Hion. A. R. . HAWKE: One could hardly
imagine a statement more dastardly than
that. The member for Irwin-Moore was
at the meeting and spoke after Mr. Down-
ing had spoken, but the member for Irwin-
mnoore had no thought that night about
the undesirability of any perspon making
serious charges against men in the public
life of Australia. He had no thought that
night for the desirability of upholding in
the highest form the parliamentary insti-
tution of Australia. I have no doubt the
member for Irwin-Moore enjoyed to the full
that night tbe.outburst in which Mr. Down-
ing indulged, because obviously Mr, Down-
ing's outburst was calculated to poison the
mninds of his audience against members of
the Commonwealth Labour Ministry.

M r. Ackland: Do you suggest I was sup-
porting Mqr. Downing that night?

lion. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I am not sug-
gesting anything. I am saying that the mem-
her for Irwin-Moore cannot come into this
Chamber and pose as a pure and holy man
in the political iense-

Mr. Graham: In any sense.

H-on. A. R. G. HAWKE: -and condemn
members on this side of the House when
they make a strongish statement against the
Premier, or any one of 1his Ministers, and at
the same time remain absolutely silent when
other men belonging to the anti-Labour
forces of Australia declare, in his presence'
at a public meeting, that there is not an
honest man at Canbera.

lion. J7. B. Sleeman: Including Menzies!
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Rion. A. R. G. HAWKE: Here, as in all
Parliaments, hard things are said, but very
few members take any worthwhile excieption
to them, except to make use of their abso-
lute right to reply to them when the time
arrives. We meet each other face to face
in this place, and consequently whatever one
member says in condemnation of another earl
be answered by that other member. So we
have the absolute right at all times to defend
ourselves when we think we have been un-
fairly or unjustly attacked. There is one
thing a million times worse than hard,
straight speaking by a member of Parlia-
ment, or anyone else, and that is arrant
political humbug. ]But that is not the worst
feature, in my opinion, of the remarks of
the member for Irwin-M1obre. He told us,
with great personal pride, that what he had
seen in this Parliament during the last 2V2
years bad not impressed him much. That
is strange, for the Parliament of Western
Australia has easily the highest reputation
of any Parliament in the Commonwealth.

Yet, we poor mortals, striving and strain-
ing at all times to do our best for the State,
and, in the process, clashing occasionally
rather strongly with each other on questions
of principle, have not at all favourably im-
pressed the member for Irwin-Moore. I am
at a loss to understand whet he expected of
us, or what he now expects of us. I think
every new member who enters Parliament
suffers a period of disappointment and dis-
illusionment. I first went into Parliament,
as T am sure every one of us did, with great
hopes of what I would be able to achieve
in the interests and welfare of the people' I
thought that improvements eonld be achieved
quickly, and that progress could be speeded
up materially. However, I found the going
to be extremely hard: extremely difficult, anid
painfully slow. If the bon. member had
complained about that aspect of Parliament,
I would have agreed 'with him 100 per cent.
But the nature of his complaint was such
as to place him on the top of Mount Olym-
pus and the rest of us in the lowest valley.
Such superiority might greatly ad~antagc
the hon. member at Wongan Hills, but I am
positive it does not advantage him one scrap
in this place, because if there is one thing
which fails to get a member anywhere it is
an expression of opinion which shows a

maximum of egoism on his part and, at the
same time, depreciates the qualities and
values of all other members.

It might very 'well be that the member for
Irwin-AMoore expected to find 49 brilliant
world-beating men in this Assembly. I have
said before, and I say again, that the meal-
be,~ of this Parliament, by and large-the
same as the members of every Parliament-
are a group of average individuals, drawn
from the community because for some rea-
son or other they feel an urge to enter Par-
liament for the purpose of trying to carry
on the affairs of the State in a manner which
they believe, according to their lights anid
principles, will benefit the State and bring
progress to it. The hon. member went even
further. He said that people would look
upon our State Parliament with suspicion
and contempt. This contention is completely
in line with the communist form of attack
upon parliamentary institutionsi, and ilem-
hers of Parliament. Members of the coin-
munist party work overtime in their en-
deavours to undermine the faith and con-
fidence of the public in our parliamentary
institutions, because the average communist
is cunning enough to know that that is the
best way to achieve his objective.

I know also how easy it is for the average
person outside of Parliament to refer in
critical terms to Pa~rliament and members
of Parliament. There is a general opinion
throughout the State and throughont the
Commonwealt-I suppose throughout every
country in which a Parliament of this kind
exists-that members of Parliament have an
easy time, that they atre overpaid and under-
worked and that they are not genuine or
conscientious. The member for Irwin-sloore
plays up to that section of the community
by uttering the same sort of ill-informed
criticism. Although the public generally
seem to entertain thoughts of that kind about
Parliament and parliamentarians, it is neces-
sary only to apply one rule of logic to such
expressions of opinion in order to show that
the public, as individuals, do not believe
those things at all, even though they express
such opinions from time to time.

I would ask the member for Irwin-Moore
in -what light be believes the people of his
electorate regard him. I would say, quite
confidently, that the great majority of the
men and women in his electorate have a sin-
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cere regard for him, that they consider him
to be diligent and conscientious and anxious
to promote their welfare, to advance the
interests of the district and to play his part
as a member of the Parliament for the pur-
pose of bringing about as much progress as
possible for the State of Western Australia.
Surely the hon. member does not think the
electors of Irwin-Moore. are the only electors
who think that way about their member of
Parliament. Is not what I have said about
the opinion of his electors with regard to
their member true, by and large, of the elec-
tors in every part of the State? That is
tho real test.

I know there is a strong tendency on the
part of the average Australian to have a
kick at Parliament and at members of Par-
liament generally and sometimes to refer
scathingly to politicians as a group. Yet
when we get down to bedrock and ascertain
-as is easily done-the opinions of in-
dividual electors about the men who repre-
sent them in Parliament, we find an entirely
different opinion and outlook, based on a
very real and sincere appreciation by the
people of the members who directly repre-
sent them in this or some other Parliament
of Australia. I know there are individual
exceptions to that -rule and that there is
such a thing as the swing of the political
pendulum, hut in the vast majority of in-
stances there is, all the time, a great respect
on the part of the elector, as an individual,
for the man who represents him in the public
life of the State.

And so, Mr. Chairman, I would say,
through you, to the member for Irwin-
Moore, with all respect to him, that he would
be wise'not to link up with the 6ommunists
of Australia in trying to spread in the com-
munity the idea that Parliament should be
regarded with suspicion and contempt- I
know very well that the member for Irwin-
Moore, like most of us, would not wish to
be seen dead in company with any com-
munist, but it is possible for any one of us
at times unknowingly to follow a line of
talk or criticism or action that might well
link up with the communists and cause us
unwittingly to assist them in one or more
of their evil purposes.

I come now to the distribution of petrol.
When I opened "The West Australian" this
morning at Page 6 and looked at the bead-

lines above columns 4 and 5, may eyes al-
most popped out of my head. The heading
over those two columins reads, "Importation
of Petrol from Russia Urged." The article
goes on to say-

Melbourne, Slat August: Two companies had
applied to the Conunonwealth Government f or
licenses to import Russian petrol, tbe Premier
of Victoria said tonight. If Russia could supply
enough petrol: rationing in Australia would be
unnecessary.

In another Dart of the statement Mr. loll-
way is reported as having said- 0

I4a supe to the Commonwealth to get Bus-
aia spplesand do away with the need for

raticutug ia any State.

The world is indeed a funny place and it is
amazing to me to see how some people can
bring themselves to condemn Russia today,
as everything that is evil, and can tomorrow
urge. that we should trade with Russia.

The Premier: We sell them a great deal
of Ourr wool at very high prices.

Uva., A. R. G. HAW-KE: I am taking it,
for granted that our o'vYp Premier would
not be in favour of importing petrol from.
Russia.

The Premier, I did not say anything
about that. I am merely reminding you;
that we are trading with Russia. You can-,
not have the trade ill one way.

The -Minister for Housing: The British
Government is trading with Russia.

Mr. Leslie: We are importing potash
fromi Russia.

lion. A. R. G. HAWKCE: I seem to have
started something. Here we have the Lilb-
eral Party Premier of Victoria, Mr. loll-
way, urging the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to imotpetrol from Russia. I am
wondering whether the member for Middle
Swan, for instance, could ever bring him-
self to use Russian petrol in his motor-
epr.

The Minister for Housing: It would be
too explosive.

I11on. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am sorry he
is not present tonight to answer the ques-
tion, but T feel positive that if the Federal
election campaign came on in the next few
weesgs and it was a queh.tion of the member
for Middle Swan using Russian petrol, in
his motorcar or putting the vehicle up on
blocks and walking around his electorate,
he would put the car up on blocks.
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Mr. Leslie: You have a very vivid
imagination.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: And I am sure
the same remarks would apply to the mem-
her for Irwin--Moore. I feel positive that
neither one of those members would allow
one drop of communist, Soviet-Russian pet-
rot to 'go into the petrol tank of his motor
vehicle.

The Premier: How would it be colouredl
Pink or red!i

* Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: A very deep
red, no doubt. I think Stalin would insist
on that before any petrol was allowed to
leave Russia for Australia.

Mr. Bovell; We get red petrol now.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Can anyone,
even in the most extraordinary flight of
imagination, picture the thoughts and feel-
ings which would come to the member for
Irwin-Moore and the member for Middle
Swan if they were travelling in a motor
vehicle knowing that there was Russian
petrol in the tank4 They would be filled
with thoughts and feelings of fear such
as never possessed them before. - They
would be filled with fear that at every inch
of the journey the machine would he blown
to Kingdom Come-or perhaps even to
Moscow. However, there is either a tremen-
dous amount of hypocrisy and humbug ini the
condemnation which some public men in
Australia utter against Russia, or else those
particular public men believe in the same
prnciple as the communists. That is the
very vicious principle that the end justifies
the means.

I have not mentioned the name of the
Honorary 'Minister for Supply and Ship-
ping in connection with this matter. I
could have bracketed her name with that
of the member for Middle Swan and the
member for Irwin-Moore. However I am
sure that the Honorary M.inister for Sup-
ply and Shipping would not knowingly
permit the purchase of, or lay out one
penny to buy, 1petrol from Russia.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: Neither would I have sold her
any goods.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: At least the
Honorary Minister is consistent and true
to the principles in which she so strongly be-
lieves. The Premier of Victoria, Mr. Roll-
way, urges-he does not suggest to th6

Commonwealth Government that it might
do this or does not ask the Commonwealth
GoVernment to do it, he urges-the Gov-
ernment to do it. Why would the Premier
of Victoria urge the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to import petrol from Russia-
from the communists-from the godless
people of the Soviet Republic?
* The Minister for Lands: I suppose he is
following the British Labour Government.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE : -We are told-
and I do not know just how much truth
there is in it-that labour in Russia is slave-
labour.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: So it is.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Yet we have
the Premier of Victoria urging the Com-
monwealth Government to import petrol
from Russia.

Hon. A. H. Parton: There is one thing:
Russia will not be able to shoot it Wack at
Us.

lion. A. It. G. HAWKE: I have an idea
of the reason why Mr. Holiway is urging
the Commonwealth Government to do this.
Everybody will recollect that only a few
wveeks ago a garage proprietor in Brisbane
took an action to the High Court for the
purpose of testing the Commonwealth regu-
lations covering the rationing of petrol
wvithin Australia. He succeeded, with the re-
sult that S he Commonwealth petrol ration-
ing regulations ceased to exist. It was sur-
prising how many people threw their haits
into the air when they read or heard of
that decision from the High Court. I re-
member, just after the news came through
in Perth, -talking with some highly-placed
businessmen. They were thrilled-really
thrilled-about the decision. They said it
was a wonderful . thing. I asked them
whether they thought it would alter in any
degree the physical fact of the situation
which was that the demand for petrol in
Autralia was so much greater than the
supply.

A week or two afterwards there was some
suggestion that a statue should be erected
to the garage proprietor in Brisbane who
took this action to the High Court. I have
not heard anything in the last week or two
about the erection of that statue. With the
passing of time everybody within Australia,
especially the motorist, has come to realise



[1 SEPTEMBER, 1949.]

that the physical facts of the petrol situa-
tion in Australia are the same today, ex-
cept worse, than they were when the High
Court gave its decision. -The petrol situa-
tion is becoming worse every week, accord-.
ing to the official information which is being
made available to the public.

The Premiers of Australia are in a very
difficult position in connection with this
vital matter. The Commonwealth has no au-
thority under the Conmnonwealth Constitu-
tion to legislate in peacetime for the ration-
ing of petrol or any other commodity. The
only Parliaments that possess that authoritY
within their Constitutions are the State
Parliaments. Within the last couple of weeks
the State Premiers have been called upon th
give earnest consideration to decidinga what
their attitude and policy are to be about
the reintroduction of legalised petrol ra-
tioning within Australia. That is the thing
which, I think, has 'Mr. Holiway, the Pre-
mier of Victoria, worried to an extremely
serious degree. I am not sure whether our
own Premier told a Press reporter the other
day that this question was political dyna-
mite. However, a Press report in "The West
Australian," indirectly at any rate, told the
public that our Premier had said that.

The Premier: Did it?

Hon. A. R1. G. HAWKE: Yes.

The Premier: That I said it was political
dynamite? Somebody else might have said
it.I

Hon. A. H. Panton: Have you been
pretty.sober this last week or two?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Premier
does not deny that it is political dynamite?

The Premier: Yes. I think that politically
it would be very unpopular.

Hon. A. B.,0. HAWKE: My own frank
opinion is that it is political dynamite and
I have no hesitation in saying so. There can-
not be anyone in Australia who would pre-
fer a legalised system of petrol rationing,
with tickets and all the inconvenience,
trAuble and worry, as against a system of
free selling; unless such a person is in a
lunatic asylum.

The Minister for Housing. Do you not
think that there may be a demand, before
long, for some system of distribution?

Hion. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I think there is
a necessity, and a very urgent one, now-
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The Minister for Housing: I think there
may be a demand.

Hon. A. H. G. HAWKE: -for an orderly,
equitable distribution of petrol. I can
understand the Premier of Victoria not
wanting to do anything about it. I can
understand his going to any lengths to try
to escape it, even going to the extent of
passing a Bill through the Victorian Parlia-
ment to refer the power to control petrol
hack to the Commonwealth.

The Minister for Housing: I think hiss
trouble is the opinion we met in 1943; that
reference for a period might be a permanent
refecrence.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I think the
trouble concerning the Premier of Victoria
is that he probably lined himself up with a
lot of other people, 'when petrol rationing
was still in force, to claim that it was not
necessary. Hie probably advocated its aboli-
tion. Now when it has been proven beyondi
any shadow of doubt thatfa reinstatement of
petrol 'rationing is necessary, he does not
want to have to shoulder-any responsibility,
either direct or indirect, for reintroducing
legalised petrol rationing in the Common-
wealth.

The Minister for Housing: I doubt that.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWE: So, in despera-
tion and as a last resort he urges the Com-
monwealth Government to import petrol
from Russia.

The Minister for Housing: In yet urn for
our wool.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I hope that
extra petrol can be obtained by the Com-
monwealth Governnient from other countries
of the world hot it will not be necessary to
obtain it from Russia.

Mr. Grayden: I suppose you know that
scores of farmers have dozens of drums of
pdrol stored on their farms.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:- I am coming
to that. I cannot understand why big petrol
companies in Australia are not able to carry
out an equitable system of petrol distribu-
tion and thus make it unnecessary for legal-
ised petrol rationing to be reintroduced.

Tlhe Minister for Housing: As a matter of
interest, do you think it would be an efficient
.system through the retailers; they must he
involved, tool
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Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I think if the
companies were to say to the retailers, "Your
quota of petrol each month is to be so much,"
the average retailer would be able to so
arrange his distribution as to keep himself
safely within the bounds of his own sup-
plies. It is most decidedly unfair to expect
the retailers to try to shoulder the burden
themselves when the wholesalers are not lay-
ing down a system of distribution to the
retailers.

The Minister for Housing: I think they
have done that.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKEJ: My information
is that the petrol companies were not in
unanimity. I understand at least two-they
were probably the biggest two-were pre-
pared to impose, and did impose when
rationing was lifted by the decision of the
High Court, an unofficial rationing system
upon the retailers. But at least one com-
pany and may be two broke away from
that idea and would not join in with the
other major companies in trying to effect
such a system.

Mr. Nalder: That was one of the bigger
companies, too, was it not?

lon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I cannot be
definite as to which company or which type
.of company it was, and therefore I do not
want to say anything that would place the
blame upon the Shell, Vacuum or the Caltex
Company, but my information is--and I
think it is fairly reliable-that some of the
companies were prepared to ration the re-
tailers each month and they in turn would
have rationed the motorists but, unfortun-
ately, at least one of the companies broke
away from that arrangement and began to
sail petrol in unlimited quantities.

The Premier: Do you think that would
work as between New South Wales and Vic-
toria where there is a tremendous amount
of interstate travelI It may work in Western
Australia and Tasmania.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I think the safe-
guard in that respect would be the retailers.
They know their regular customers and their
requirements.

The Minister for Housing: The Premier
of Queensland felt that State rationing would
not he practicable. That was his view.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am not sug-
gesting State rationing. I am dealing with
the possibility of avoiding any system of
rationing. Like everybody else, I do not
want to see this dreadful ticket and licensing
system re-introduced, and I should have
thought the petrol companies would have
been anxious to avoid the development of a
situation in which the reim position of that
system was inescapable. I made some in-
quiries at Northam the other day from
the garage proprietors as to what their
experience had been during this current
non-rationing period. They told me that
they had had no trouble whatsoever with
the average motorist. They said that they
had always been able to reason success-
fully with him. Some of them told mae that
many farmers had tried to buy extremely
large quantities but the garage proprietors
refused to sell it to them. They then told
mue that these farmers, or some of them,
wvent direct to the depots of the petrol com-
panies at Nort ham and obtained excessive
supplies. One garage proprietor told me
that he knew of more than one farmer who
had in recent weeks purchased from some
of the companies as many as twenty-five
44-gallon drums of petrol which, of course,
is stored upon the farms of the farmers
themselves.

Mr. Crayden: It comes out of income
tax.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I was extremely
surprised to hear that from the Northam
garage proprietor because I was always
under the impression that the farmer, under
the official legalised rationing scheme, was
able to obtain his full requirements.

The Minister for Railways: So he was.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It amazes me
that some farmers-I do not know how
many-should have gone mad in this non-
rationing period unless they have developed
a panic-stricken idea that later in the year,
when they will he requiring a reat deal
of additional petrol, when petrol pumps

might he empty-&
The Minister for Railways: It was an-

nounced in the Press that there would he
a shortage of petrol at Christmas time.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Yes, I know
how easily people get upset and are in-
clined to panic when they feel that some
essential requirement is to he in extremely
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short supply. We saw the same sort of
situation develop early in the war when
someone allowed an official statement to be
published that tea was likely to be rationed
and clothing was to be rationed. We saw
the mad scrambles that took place in Perth
on those occasions. Even if -we allow for
that consideration, it does not reflect much
&edit upon the petrol companies that they
would sell petrol in such huge quantities to
individuals at a time when those companies
knew that the petrol situation within Aus-
tralia was becoming more grave every day.

The Premier: If petrol rationing is re-
introduced, men who bought such quantities
of petrol will surely have to declare the
fact. They would not get away with it.

Hon. A. RI. 0. HAWKE: I should hope
that such men would not be able to get
away with it, but everything in that re-
gird will depend upon the new system of
petrol rationing.

The Premier: Notice wvill be taken of
such considerable quantities of stored pet-
rol.

Hon. A. H. Panton: There is the black
market, and they will get away with it.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is not diffi-
cult to store petrol or anything else. I
think a very large number. of inspectors
might be required to ascertain accurately
how much petrol is stored and just where
it is located. The Premier is a man of
the world and knows what happens regard-
ing these matters. He has had sufficient
practical experience amongst men and has
enough commonsense to know that it is not
at all easy to track down commodities of
this kind when they have been purchased
in a thousand and one places in a big State
like Western Australia, and when they are
stored under cover in not easily accessible
places,'

Mr. Nalden< Not only farmers have been
doing that.

Hion. A. R. G. HAWKE: I would not sug-
gest that it applies only to farmers. I
have recounted to the Committee what was
told to mue by garage proprietors at Nor-
tham.

Mr. Ackland: Do you not think that
statements from Canberra put fear into
the people?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I do not think
that is the position.

Mr. Ackland: I think it did.

nlon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It did not put
fear into me.

The 'Minister for Railways: They would
fear shortages at Christmas time.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The ~member
for Irwin-MIoore asked me whether I -did
not think the fear complex had been de-
veloped by announcements made in Can-
bersa and I replied that I did not admit
anything of the sort.

Mr. Grayden: Possibly you get a gener-
ouis ration, anyhow.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAW'KE: I do not get
a generous ration. As a matter of fact,
the ration allowed country members of
Parliament at nay rate under the legalised
petrol distribution scheme was, if I may
use the' term, lousy.

Mr. Yates: It was not so in the Eastern
States where members of Parliament were
granted a special ration.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I can speak
only regarding the position of country mem-
bers in this State because that is the only
knowledge I have in that regard. I think
that at the moment I have in my possession
about five gallons of petrol. I wotild not
be surprised if the member for Irwin-Moore
has about the same quantity for his motor-
car, although he may have much more on
his farm for use in his tractors and other
farm machinery. To my mind, the great
majority of motorists have not panicked and
have no fear complex in their mind about
petrol rationing. I think the average
motorist is a decent sensible individdal. He
is anxious to do the best possible to assist
Australia in the very great difficulty that
exists in connection with petrol supplies and
will be desirous of doing the best possible
in connection with the worsened situation
that has now developed. Personally, I have
no idlea how that situation will finally de-
velop, although it is fairly obvious that all
the States will refer back to the Common-
wealth the power to ration petrol.

The Premier: All the States have the
necessary legislation except Victoria and
Tasmania.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Victoria has
legislation, hut it contains a condition in
its Act that reference of the power .to the
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Commonwealth shall not be ranted until
every other State has passed similar legis-
lation.

The Premier: Four States have done so,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: As for Tas-
mania, the Legislative Council there has oft
more than one occasion thrown the le&i-
lation out.

The Premier: J should say that three
States have passed the legislation and South
Australia will probably do so very soon.

Ron. A. R. G. HAW1{E: The Premier
of Victoria in particular has been doing a
lot of jitterbugging regarding this problem
ever since the Prime 'Minister b~ut the hard
word on the States to come to a decision
and to define their policy on the question.
In feet, it may he said of the Premier of
Victoria that his actions have stamped him
as the champion jitterbugger of Australia!
I was very interested in reading the state-
ment made by the Premier at Kalgoorlie
nn the 26th August, and his remarks were
duly reported in his Bible-"The West Aus-
tralian" -of the following day. The re-
port was headed, "Brighter Financial Pros-
peets."?

The Premier: My word, they are too! I
could tell you a good story about it.

lion. A. El. G- HAWKE: The report
says-

''As a result of the discussions which I have
bad in Canberra and Melbourne, the State'jq
financinl prospects are brighter than when I
introduced the Budget,'' snid the Premier (Mr.
Metarty), when he reached Kalgoorlie today
on his 'way hack from the Premiers' Confer-
ence.

The Premier: They are, too-much
brighter. It is true.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The report went

on-
"dUnder the income tax reimbursement for-

mula, Western Australia wrill receive' this -year
£6,168,000, which is £678,000 more than last
year and £18,000 more than the 'Budget esti-
mate,' "M,%r. Mctarty said. "I n addition, the
Commonwealth Government, in response to the
strong representations of the States, made
available the sum of £8,000,000 for distribution
among the States to compensate f or budgetary
losses due to the coal strike. As this amount
was distributed on the basis of the inenme tax
formuip, -Western Australia was favourably
treated in receiving £662,000."1

It is a most interesting situation. I have
heard the Premier of this State, the Premier
of Victoria and every other Liberal Party
Leader, great or small, in every State, in
almost every town and village, condemn the
Prime -Minister in wholesale fashion because
ha has not reduced taxation, or if he has
done so, because the reduction was not nearly
enough. One day we will hear them con-
demning Mr. Ghifiey for taking too much.
taxation from the people-

Mr. Grayd en: And squandering public
money.

Hon, A. R. 0. HAWKE: -while the
next day wre bear them praising their own
effort,-, because they have been successful in
getting more money from Father Christmas,
Ben Chifley.

The Premier: I think he got only
£8,000,000 above his estimate of income.

Hdon. A. R. G. HAWKE. Almost every
newspaper we read contains some reference
to a Government or an organisation request-
ing the Commonwealth Government to fin-
ance this, that or the ether. The school
teachers want the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to make more money available for in-
creasing their salaries.

The Premier: The member for North-East
Fremantle put them up to that!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: They. want the
Commonwealth Gove-rnment to make mnil-
lions available for greater educational re-
quirements. Other people want the Com-
monwealth Governihent to make millions
available for greater hospital facilities and
so on.

The Premier: 'Ta ever thus!

Hon. A. Rt. 0. EAWKE: It is a very
conflicting situation when, on the one hand,
we have these people dunning the Prime
Minister ceaselessly, monih in and month
out, to give them more and more illions,
and concurrently condemning him wholesale
because he has not reduced taxation ever
so much more than he has already dune.

The Minister for Housing: I think the
Prime .Minister has so much money that he
could do both.

Hon. A. Rt. G. HAWKE: The Prime Min-
ister has done both.

rhe Minister for Housing: Or even more.

1664



[1 SEPTEMBER, 1949.] IfCU

Hon. -A. R. G. HAWKE: He has done
something else which short-sighted people do
not appreciate. He has placed into reserve
a huge sum of money to cushion Australia
against shocks to its economy should the
trade depression now existing in America
on a small scale increase in the next two or
three years to a world scale.

The Minister for Housing: I do not think
the money has been put into reserve, but
the works have been planned and the money
will be raised.

The Premier: The Prime Minister has put
large sums into reserve, but not for those
particular works.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Now we have
both the Premier and the Minister for Hous-
ing at loggerheads on the question of
whether this money has been put into re-
serve.

The Premier: We do not deny that.

Hon. A. R. G1. HAWKE: The Premier
denied it.

The Premier: I do not know how much
is in hand for the national works.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I understand
that the Prime Minister has put into reserve
a huge sum of money.

The Premier: He has.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The main pur-
pose of which is-.-

The Minister for Housing: Social services.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWK!E: Yes-the main
purpose of which is, as I said, to cushion
Australia against the terrific economic shocks
it would experience should the trade depres-
sion to which I have referred become world-
wide.

The Premier: Are* you referring to the
£750,000,4000 programme of public works?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am not at the
wnoment referring to any programme of
works.

The Premier: I thought you were.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am saying
that the Prime Minister has placed into a
special reserve fund an enormous sum of
money for use when bad -times come to Aus-
tralia, if they do come.

The Minister for Housing: I think the
Social Service Fund is the main one.

Mr. Yates: A lot will go in war gratuities.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is surprising
how mnany exceedingly- short-sighted people
there are in every community. We know, too,
many people do not worry much about pre-
paring for tomorrow. Some cannot do so
hut many who can, do not. I think the Prime
Minister is wise, in a period of easy money,
if one cares to put it that way, to use a
reasonable amount to meet current require-
ments and to put the remainder into a fund
which will assist our people in the circum-
stance I have referred to.

The Minister for Housing: I think that
is regarded as sound finance.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It undoubtedly
is. It is more, it is sound humanitarianism,
which is of much greater consideration than
the first.

The Minister for Housing: The two go
together in this ease.

MY. Grayden: The trouble is that the
Prime Minister is not putting enough aside.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: We have heard
a great deal in recent months about the corn-
diunist party, communists and communism.
I do not take second place to any member
in this Chamber in my condemnation of the
communist party and the persons who in
Australia belong to it. Without a shadow
of doubt they are a menace to Australia, to
Australian industries and to the Australian
people. TI~at does not necessarily mean that
an economic system based on communism, if
it were set up in any country, need be all
bad and no good. This complete concentra-
tion in recent months upon the evils of com-
munism is not mentally good for anyone;
because if the minds of the people are to
he concentrated wholly and completely upon
communism and communistic systems, they
will have no time to study the system under
which we live, which is the system of capi-
talism. I presume that no member in this
Chamber-even on the Government side-
would concede that capitalism is wholly
beneficial in its operation.

I shall spend a few moments now indi-
cating to members some of the destructive
effects of that system felt by the world
periodically. For that purposa I intend to
quote mainly from the "Official Year
Book''" No. 27, 1934. Members will know
that in 1928 the capitalistic system in
America began to break down insofar as
the provision of employment to all people
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requiring it was concerned, and insofar as
the adequate and profitable distribution of
the production of farms and factories -was
concerned. It did not take more than ap-
proximately 12 months for that trade de-
pression in America, as it was called, to
spread to other countries of the world, and
it was in 1929 that Australia began to feel
the first serious effects of it.

That economic depression which de-
velopedi under the capitalistic system was
not brought about through any failure in
the production field. There was not any
failure on the part of the countries of the
world generally to produce enough food-
stuffs or clothing or houses, or enough of
all the other requirements needed by man
to provide his daily essentials. In fact,
as you will remember, Sir, and as Mr.
Speaker wvould far better remember, the
crisis was said, by capitalistic apologists,
to be due to over-production. They said
there had been over-production of food-
stuffs and over-production of the raw ma-
terials from which clothing, footwear,
hiouses and everythirur- else required by man
are made.

I suppose the worst effect upon Australia
of that breakdown in the capitalistic sys-
tem was felt by the unemployed and their
dependent wives and children. In 1927
there -were 31,000 unemployed in Austra-
lie. When I obtained that figure from the
Year Book today, I was very much sur-
prised to find it was so high. Tn 1928 the
figure rose to 45,000. I know that in 1928,
in South Australia in particular, unemnploy-
ment had become rather serious because
of seasonal conditions. That State had
suffered three dry seasons consecutively. Tt
might very well be that in 109 seasonal
conditions in at least one other State were
not good, with the result that the unem-
ployment figure increased in 1928 by 14,000
over that of the previous year. In 1929 the
figure had risen by another 2,000 to 477000;
in 1930, to 85,000; in 1931 to 118,000; and
in 1932 to 120,000. Those figures include
only the returns sent to the Commonwealth
Statistician by the trade unions.

The Minister for Housing: They repre-
sented their own members-

lon. A. R. G. HAW-RE: Therefore they
cover only the unemployed members of the
trade unions. I think we all remember from
our own practical experience that there were

thousands of other unemployed men and
women in Australia at that time. However,
if we take thi 1932 figure of ' 120,000 trade
unionists and multiply it by three, we get
the total of 360,000 persons in Australia
in 1932 who had no incomes for the pur-
pose of purchasing the necessities of life;
360,000 men, women and children who were
suffering all the evils and deprivations of
unemployment on a mess scale. It would
be very easy to paint a realistic and terrible
-word picture of the sufferings to which
those people were subjected, hut that is not
necessary. Every member of the Committee
remembers still and clearly just how terrible
the situation was. Even as late as 1939
there were 40,000 reporting unemployed
memibers of trade unions, and in the June
quarter of 1940 there were 50,000.

We have beard a lot in recent months
about the possibility of savings being de-
stroyed if the Commonwealth of Australia
becomes the only banking authority in Aus-
tralia. Business people have been warned,
farmers have been warned, working men
have been warned. They have been told
that their savings are in grave danger. But
those who have voiced those warnings to
them have had nothing at all to say about
the wicked, widespread destruction of sav-
ings that went on in 1929, 1930, 1931 and
right up till 1940, because of the fact that
men in Australia could not get work. An-
other vital consideration is that the people
who could least afford to lose their savings,
lost them during those depression years.

I am very amused at much of the propa-
ganda of the Liberal Party which comes
over the radio these days. I am also amused
at many of the newspaper advertisements
and special publications circulating through-
out Australia, -warning people, and farmers
in particular, about their savings. During
the worst years of the depression I travelled
a great deal through the country distriets
of this State, particularly the wheatgrowing
areas. T know what the wheatfarmers suf-
fered during those years. Not only did they
suiffer grievous losses, in the financial sense,
but they were subjected to the most humili-
ating indignities by those who were their
financial masters at that tine. When they
used to talk about the bank chamber they
did not. refer to it as such, hut as the "sgweat
chamber."
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Many farmers were reduced not only to
the poverty Line, but well below it, as every
country member of Parliament here must
know. They were dictated to in a dozen and
one ways by the bureaucrats of free enter-
prise, about which we bear so much today.
They were told what amount of money they
-could have for this, how much for that and
how much for something else. They were
told whether they could or could not employ
a -man on the farm, and whether they could
or could not employ help in the home. I
am sure that if a proposal had been put
forwvard at any time from 1929 to 1939 to
make the Commonwealth Bank of Australia
the only banking institution in Australia,
it would have had the support of 8O per
,cent. of the population; and most decidedly
it would have had overwhelming s upport
from the farmers and small businessmen.

Not only is the public memory very short
in most matters, it not all, but so is
that of the average individual. I know some
farmers and businessmen who today are con-
servative in the extreme in their political,
outlook, but who, in 1930 and 1931, were
radical far beyond any degree of radicalism
that I ever developed even in the enthusiasm
of my youth. Their views have changed
with their changed economic 'circumstances,
which is a bad thing in a democracy. The
man I like in the community is
the one who steers, as it were, by fixed stars.
I have a million times more respect for the
Premier and the members of his Party, than
I have for the man whd is a. communist to-
day and a. Conservative tomorrow; or the
Man whose miDd changes according to the
size of his credit balance at the bank.

I remember a great militant coming from
Broken Hill to Port Adelaide away back
about 1029. He used to wear a bright red
tice most of his language was red in every
sense of the term, and he was able to have
himself elected Is vigilance officer for the
wharf workers. In 1928 Judge Beeby, in
the Commonwealth Arbitration Court, issued
an award for the waterside workers in which
for the first time he introduced the principle
of the double pick-up. I understand that
means that there are two pick-ups a day at
each port and that, in turn, means that
wharf labourers who are not picked up in
the morning at the first pick-up have to re-
turn first thing after lunch to take their
chance in the second pick-up. This militant

from Broken Hill set to work to stir up the
greatest opposition possible in the minds and
breasts of the waterside workers of Port
Adelaide against this iniquitous principle, as
he deseribed it.

The acknowledged leaders of the Labour
movement in South Australia did everything
they could to guide the men along the lines of
constitutional action. They advised them
to seek, at the earliest possible date, an
amendment of the award for the purpose
of having the double pick-up clause deleted.
However, by & small majority at a mass
meeting, the militant from Broken Hill car-
ried the day and every wharf worker there
went on strike. After some days the Gov-
ernment of South Australia, led at that time
by Sir Richard Butler, jnr. and the ship-
owners, called for volunteers to work on the
wharves at Port Adelaide. At that time in
South Australia there was a large number
of Southern Europeans who had been
brought into the country not long previously
by the Bruce-Page Government. A consid-
erable number of those men volunteered for
the work. They were brought down each
day from Adelaide by train under police
escort; taken to the wharves under police
escort, and they carried out their work under
the same escort.

Within two weeks, when it became clear
that the strike would be broken, the mili-
tant from Broken Hill bought a new tie-
a. pale blue ouc--and accepted a job on the
wharf as gauger in charge of one of the
gangs of volunteers. I think that typifies
the average communist ini Australia, as well,
as the person whose political views somersault
as his economic situation in life improves.
I could quote a great deal more to indi-
cate how destructive were the effects of
the world trade depression upon Austra-
lian industry and the Australian people,
from 1929 to even as late as 1940, but I
will exclude a considerable amount of that
information from my speech. I -will refer,
however, to what happened to the farmers
of Australia as the result of the trade de-
pression -which developed out of the capital-
istic system under which most of the world
still exists. In the 1928-29 season agricul-
tural production in Australia was valued
at -.89,000,000. In 1930-31 its value had
fallen to £70,000,000, a loss of £20,000,000,
in one fell swoop, to those engaged in agri-
cultural pyoduetion.

1667



168[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Housing: That was the
time when they received Is. 8d. per bushel
for wheat.

Hon. A. 11. G1. HAWKE: In respect of
wheat only, the production for the 1928-29
season was 160,000,000 bushels, for which
£38,O00,0lOO was received. In 1030-31 the
harvest in Australia was 213,000,000
butihols, an increas e of r)3,000,000 bushels
over the 1928-29 season, but the total
amount received for it was C25,000,000,
£13,000,000 less than -was received for the
19'28-29 production. It is true that that
great reduction in income on the vastly in-
creased harvest of the otie year, as against
the other, took from every wheatfarmner in
AusAtralia any possibility of mnaking a pro-
fit oin his operations. lin addition to that,
it forced every wheatfarmer in Australia
into a much greater depth of finanicial1 in-
debtedness.

The 31inister for Housing said, a moment
or so ago, that wheat was sold in 1930-31
for Is. 8d. per bushel. That was the best
price obtained for it at a later stage in
the selling operations. That was ruinous
enough in all conscience hut, as many
farmers remember to thcir great sorrow,
they stored substantial quantities of the
wheat they produced in that season and
obtained on it An advance of approximately
4s. per bushel. When it was sold later for
1g. 8d. per bushel those farmers found
themselves ia receipt of demands, from the
companies with which they had stored the
wheat, for a refund of the difference be-
tween the advance of 4s. made to them. on
the stored wheat and the prie of Is. 8d.
per buishel, which those who st~red the wheat
said was all they obtained for it when it
was sold.

The value of the net exports of wool from
Australia in the 1928-29 season was
£61,000,000 and the comparative figure for
the 1931-32 season was £C20,000,000, so the
value of the net export of wool fromt the
Commonwealth fell by £32,000,000 from
1928-29 to 1931-32. Any member, even if
hie had never seen a sheep in his life, would
realise what a calamitous happening that
was for thc sheep and wool producers of
Australia. One could go on at great length
tracing in broad outline-and if needs be
in detail-the tragic losses that were inflicted
on almost every section of the people. We
could trace the effect on the small business-

man or on almost any other section of the
community, and we would find that those
concerned suffered a percentage of finan-
cial loss comparable with the losses suffered
by the growers of wheat and producers of
wool.

In the financial sense those losses were
tragic in their effect on nearly everyone
in Australia. flad that been all it -would
have been mo-re than enough. Howvever,
as we all know, much worse results fob-
low~ed for hundreds of thousands of men,
women and children in Australia at that
time. Financial loss is one thing, but it
can he made good with the passing of time,
if fortune smiles for long enough on those
concerned. No-one has ever tried to measure
the loss in physical suffering and mental
anguish that came to the people in those
years.

The Mfinister for Housing: The psycho-
logical after-effects!

H~on. A. 1?. G. HAWKE: The psycho-
logical after-effects, as the Minister for
Housing so aptly interjected. I see in this
city even today men who were driven off
their farms in 1991-32; men whose men-
tality has never been properly balanced
since then and whose health and strength
were p~ermanently undermined- That ap-
plies not only to many farmers but also to
the working men, businessmen, and the un-
employed of those days. Many of those
who suffered aire not alive today. What
they suffered drove them to early graves
either by death front worry and the under-
mining of their health and strength or, in
too many cases, by acts of suicide. So,
I plead with mnembers of this Chamber, and
with the public, to try to develop the broad-
est possible. outlook in the approach to poli-
tical and economic problems.

I said earlier that I gave second place to
no man in my condemnation of the corn-

inist party of Australi*# and the people
who constitute it. I emphasise again that
it is not enough for us merely to condemn
that party and the communists generally.
Any man or woman who thinks he or she
is dischargying the duty of citizenship by
doing only that is almost as dangerons at
person to Australia as is the communist.
I give every member of this., Chamber the
same credit as I give to myself, which is
that he is anxious to do the best possible
for the purpose of trying to ensure the
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greatest attainable measure of welfare to
everybody in Western Australia. During
the last half-hour *1 have tried to show-
and I think I have proved it beyond any
shadow of doubt if it was necessary to prove
it-that capitalism inflicts calamitous results
upon the people at certain periods of its
operation,

During' the last 30 years we have had two
world wars, one major world trade depres-
sion and one semi-'major world trade depres-
sion. I emphasise again that the trade depres-
sions did not arise from any fault or failure
of the ability and willingness of men and
machines to produce the essential require-
ments of life. They arose because of the
maldistribution of those goods which already
had been produced in abundance. In
other words the capitalistic system proved
itself incapable of distributing at all, let
alone cquitably, the'abundant production
which the modern scientific system had
brought into existence.

The Minister for Housing: I do not think
you can carry it as far as that. Another
system might not do any better.

Ron. A. Rt. G1. HAWKE: I do not want
the Minister for Housing to introduce any
shrewd legalisms into this matter.

The Minister for Housing: No, I am just
trying to follow you.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I have not
claimed in any shape or form,, either directly
or indirectly, that any other system would
have done better. I am fair-minded and
broad-minded enough to say that all. the
entries in connection with the capitalistic.
system are not on the debit side. There
are world wars and world trade depressions,
and many other evils, on the debit side. At
the same time there are many high and
praiseworthy entries to be placed on the
credit side.

The Minister for Housing: I think that
could be said of other systems too.

Hon. A. R. 0_ 'HAWKE: I think it can.
There is no doubt that under the capitalistic
system, especially during the last 50 years,
we have witn essed amazing steps forward in
the production of goods compared with 50
years or more ago. This is even more so
in the production of goods which had never
been heard of-some of them never even
dreamt of 50 or more years ago. We have

heardi a good deal about socialism and
socialisation over the last year or two. A
propag-anffii campaign has been going on
now for many months, with the object of
portraying to the people of Australia, in
the most terrible colours possible, the evil
results which would accrue if socialism were
to be established as the economic and social
system within the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia.

We have had some experiments in social-
ism in Australia. It is probable that we
have had more of those experiments
-than there ha's bean in any other
British country. .Some of the experiments
have been terrible failures, in the financial
sense, although they might have succeeded,
to a very great degree, iii providing a ser-
vice which private 'enterprise or capitalism,
would not have provided at all, or would
have provided only at a crippling cost. On
the other hand, we have had a number of
sociailistic enterprises in Australia, several
of them in this State, which have been emi-
nently suceesiful even in the financial sense.
The members of the present Government arc
supposed to be anti-socialistic, but even
under their administration a number of
socialistic enterprises in Western Australia
have been carried on and carried on suc-
cessfully-

The Minister for H~ousing: I have been
worried about the profits of one or two.

Hon. A. R. G-. HAWKE: -financially and
otherwise. The Minister for Housing play-
fully interjects that he is worried about
the profits of one or two of tlhese enter-
prises. He should be worried about them;
he ought to be conscious-stricken about the
fact that at least one of those enterprises
is making profits of such large dimensions
as to prove beyond a shadow of doubt that
the enterprise is exploiting its customers.

The Minister for Housing: Too well
managed!

Hon. A. R. G. HIAWKE: The farmers
are supposed to oppose socialism, but every
one of us knows, from experience, that farm-
ers are not against socialism except in
theory. I suppose there is no section of
people in Australia which favours socialism
more, from the point of view of accepting
its blessings and benefits, than do farmers. I
have never yet heard a farmer condemn the
low railway freights on super. or . wheat.
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Those freights are to the farmer a very
large instalment of State socialism. Farm-
ers and other members of the community
obtain big instlneuits of socialism. every
dlay. Without them we could not exist as
ain orderly and progressive community. I
think there is a more or less blind belief by
every one of us in the particular "ism" or
system we support. I think the average per-
son has not only a blind faith but a most
illogical and silly one in this "in" that "ism"
or some other "ism." We of the Labour Party
say that if socialism could be introduced on
the right foundation and be financed under
a debt-free system, it could he operated to
the very great benefit of everybody in the
community; that its operation would confer
extremely great additional measures of wel-
fare upon all people; that our progress
would be spectacular compared with -that in
past periods.

Those who believe in capitalism and sup-
port it, believe it is an almost perfect sys-
tern. Whenever something goes wrong with
its operation, they are never in the slightest
trouble to find excuses for the fault. They
will perhaps blame the 40-hour week; at one
time it was the 48-hour week; years before
that it was the 56-hour week, and years be-
fore that again it was the 72-hour week.
They will blame the workers for not working
hard enough, they will blame Governments
for imposing, taxation which was too hea~vy
for industry to bear, they will blame a
thousand and onfe things as to why this
sipeiial system of capitalism has run off the
rails with a jerk, as it were, for the time
being; and when this system of capitalism
induces two countries to go to war, the
apologists for that systemt say it is due to
human nature; due to the nature, in effect
of the Minister for Housing and the member
for Northam, and to two prototypes of ours
in the various countries of the world.

The 'Minister for Housing: I hope there
will niot be a war between Russia and Yugo-
slavia.

H~on. A. IR. Q HAWKE: Those who have
studied the real cause know it is not due
to the true nature of the average human
individual who Constitutes 98 per cent. of
the world population. A student of the real
causes of war knows% that in the great major-
itv of instances war is brought about by a
desire to conquer -additional markets; by
a desire to Sell a surpluIs production in one

country where tte surplus is much rester
than it should be, ever so much greater than
it would be if the people of that country
were given a greater share of the productiont
which they are responsible for bringing into
being. We know, too, that private firms
engaged in the production of armaments,
whose measure of progress is the profit they
make from the trade in which they arc en-
gaged, pull all sorts of tricks in at least two
different countries to get one id a condi-
tion of enmity against the other. So these
excuses which the apologists for capitalism
trot out, whenever the capitalistic system
breaks down or fails temporarily, are ex-
cuses and nothing better.

I do not know anything about the
operation of the system of communism'
in Russia or in the other countries.
I am inclined to think that it produces some
bad results -and some good results. I feel
sure that where that system is carried on
under a dictatorship form. of government,
it will produce extremely bad results, men-
tally and psychologically, irrespective of
what results it might produce in turning out
wheat, wool, bricks and so on. In theory,
the system of socialism should be a near-
perfect system because the central principle
of the theory is that production, distribution
and exchange shall he carried on by the
nation for the benefit of all the people con-
stituting that nation. Here again, we often
find the theory going, wrong in practice.

I know more than one sodiilistic under-
taking which has not been given anything
like a fair deal by the men associated with
it, nearly all of whom are professed believ-
ers in socialism. We would think they would
give to that experiment in the system in
whieh they are supposed to believe the best
that is in them, physically, mentally and
otherwise. Unfortunately, they do not.
That brings me to the point that the great
weakness in human thinking in the world
today, and probably always in the past, is
in the faith-the blind or near faith-which
men have in the efficacy of this "ism" or
that "ism." Without question, some regard
capitalism as being the system that oughit
to produce, and will in time produce, the
perfect economic and social situation. Other
people who believe in socialism have the
same view with respect to that system. Then,
too, there are those who believe in com-
munism fanatically and have the same idea
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about that system-with this exception that
the communist, whether communism in ahy
country fails or succeeds, will enthusiastic-
ally praise it as having succeeded beyond
all possible dreams. If man is to have his
faith completely pivoted on "isms" and sys-
tems, he will probably go on blundering to
the end of time, as he has been blundering
all down the years of the past.

No "ism" or system is greater than man
himself nor even as great, because avery "ism"
or system is the creation of human thinking
and effort. Consequently, in my opinion,
man is greater than all the "isms" and sys-
tems put together. What we might attempt
today, with glood results, is to try to en-
courage tile average man to have greater
faith in himself and especially greater faith
in mankind generally. The weird thing
about the human mind is that most indi-
viduals have a tremendous faith in them-
selves, but not many have any faith at all
in mankind generally, flow often have we
heard, and read, of the alleged weaknesses
and evils of human nature? How often have
we falsely beeu told that human nature
is responsible for this, that or the other
thing? How often have we been told we can-
not change human nature? I have heard such-
like sentiments even from ministers of re-
ligion and from other religious or Christian
advocates-and they believe it, which is the
tragedy of it all.

When we think about human nature gener-
ally, we are inclined to believe that it is
selfish to the last degree, avaricious, cruel,
warlike, dishonest. Here again, I believe the
way to apply the acid test of logic to that
type of thinking-if thinking it can be
called-is for each one of us to examine his
own mind to find out what each of us thinks
about himself and his own human nature.

The Minister for Housing: That is the
Greek philosophy.

Hon. A. R. G. RAWKE At the present
time it is the Hawke philosophy.

The 'Minister for Housing: Pinched from
the Greeks.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKEI: It is not pinched
from anywhere.

The Minister for Housing: I withdraw;
it merely coincides.

Hon. A. R. . HAWKE: Theie is no
Greek blood in my veins, so far as I know.
I think it is always safe to add that quali-
fication.

The Minister for Housing: The Greeks
said, "Man, know thyself."

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: floes the
Minister for Housing, the member for
Beverley, the member for East Perth or do
I say of our own human nature, that it is
selfish, cruel, avaricious, dishonest, warlike?

M~r. Graham: A thousand times, no.

The 'Minister for Housing: Personally, I
could not be so untruthful.

Hon. A. Rt. 0. HAWKE: Every man of
the wbrld believes that human nature, on
the balance, is much more good than evil-
and I think the average man ,of the world
is right in being of that opinion. It is true
that mon at times are cruel and avaricious,
selfish. and dishonest and warlike. It is
equally tr-ue that for far greater periods in
ther lifetimes they are kindly, generous,,
honest, co-operative and peacefully inclined.
In essence, the problem seems to me to be
one of trying to encourage the better side
of human nature and the better qualities of
mankind. I think, too, that if all the
schoolteachers in the world, all members of
Parliament and every spokesman for
Christiquity in the world were to concen-
trate on the task of fostering in man more
faith in himself and, which is more import-
ant, more faith in his fellow-man and man-
kind generally, there might he developed,
with the passing of time, sufficient men and
women of goodwill in the world to establish
a system, economic and social, which would
operate to the very great benefit of all people
and would prevent war occurring between
the peoples of the different nations.

We hear a rent deal these days, and very
properly so, of the necessity to build houses.
Some people want other structures built.
They want factories; they want warehouses
and so forth. Taking a long-range view and
admitting completely the urgency of the
need to build houses in particular, the
greatest and most pressing necessity
may easily be to go in for a system
of building citizens and citizenship.
I do not propose tonight to enter into a
detailed discussion of our educational sys-
tem. In my opinion, it fails lamentably
in training children in the highest forms.
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of citizenship. I would rather teach and
train a child in that subject than I would
-any of the other subjects in the school
curricula that are jammed into the minds
and down the throats of children. We are
living in a difficult age for young people;
make no mistake on that score, I am un-
aware of the opinions of other xnemberspn
films; I do not see them often, but I gather
enough from advertisements and from the
films I see occasionally to convince me that
they have a grievous effect upon the minds
not only of young people but also of the
sot-so-young.

I think members know me well enough to
concede that I have not yet attained the
age when I look at young c'hildren, shake
my head and say they are not the same as
'Children were in my day. I have tremendous
faith and confidence in our young people;
their hearts are right, their ideals high
and their innermost strivings well based,
but mentally they are superficial to a de-
gree which might be dangerous to the future
of government and citizenship. Because
of the great and almost continuous detri-
mental influence of outside sources on th~e
young mind, all the more responsibility is
east upon us,, as a Parliament and a Gov-
ernment, in connection with our educational
system. Some great Roman Catholic leader
,once said that if he could be given the
children of the world until they reached
the age of 10 years or thereabouts-

The Minister for Works: Five, was it
notl

lion. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am not sure,
but I1 said 10 or thereabouts--he would not
care who trained or controlled them after-
wards. There is much logic in that state-
ment, I think.

The -Minister for Works: So do I.

R'on. A. R. G. HAWKE: To some extent
I am now groping to offer what might be
-regarded as a helpful suggestion, as I do
not fool myself into believing that my mind
is capable of solving the problem. It would
be excellent if some of our host eitiens,
irrespective of party affiliations, if they
have any, could be brought together in
order to devise a training system to develop
the highbest form of citizenship and if that
system could be used in our schools. There
might be men in this State who would be pre-
pared to give us the benefit of their
experience, knowledge and inspiration and

devise some such system which would lay
the greatest possible emphasis upon train-
ing our youth in citizenship. If so, we
might have to train "our teachers so as to
ensure, the most successful results. The
right type of man and womnan would be
needed to give the training I have in mind.
I would be prepared to discard 50 per cent.
of our present school subjects in order to
make way for the system of training I have
in mind, if it were necessary to do so. It
is important to say that it would be use-
less to start a training system of this kind
only at the age when children begin school.

We would have to start as near to the
cradle as possible so that in the earliest
years of the lives of boys and girls they
would be trained not only theoretically but
practically in the highest forms or citizen-
ship, as we know it in British countries.
Any such system would have to be based
very largely, if it is to succeed, upon
Christian principles. I am not. suggesting
for one moment that children ought to be
taught religion, as such, hut the instruc-
tion to he given to them should, in the main,
be based upon Christianity. Quick results
would not be obtained, even if the system
were put into operation reasonably soon.
We might not as a community see any bene-
ficial results for 20 years, although we
should. However, the problems facing the
world are so crucial and so menacing as to
make it not only desirable hut absolutely vital
that we should, as far as possible, take im-
mediately those steps which would seem to
offer a solution of those problems. I know
how easily we can demean our ability to do
things in connection with difficult problems.

It is easy to say that we are only a small
population in Western Australia and that
we cannot do anything about this matter.
We could say that we in Australia are only
a small population and that we could not
possibly achieve anything worthwhile in this
connection; and, by a cowardly passing of
the buck, we could continue to go along hop-
ing for something to happen to bring about
improvements, hoping for something to hap-
pen somewhere which would avert from
humanity the calamity which is rushing upon
it at a fairly rapid speed. Surely we are

all impressed by the fact that it would not
require more than about two more world
wars to wipe out the white races almost en-
tirely.
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Hon. E. H. H. Hall: One would be sulffi-
cient.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Yes, if every
nation involved had enough atomic bombs
to destroy human life on a widespread scale
and to destroy all the other things that are
e~sential to the maintenance of human life.
I have nothing but contempt for the person
who says that we cannot do anything be-
cause we are only a -handful of people. I
think a person in a small village like Grass
Valley might have more real tr-uthful know-
ledge about this problem than someone in
Chicago, with all its millions of population.
When we get down to tintacks, how much
difference is there in our thinking ability,
in our makeup, when we compare someone in
Plerth or Wyalkatchem with someone in
London or Pris or somewhere else?9 After
all is said and done, it is within the ability
of every individuab with a mentality which
it at least normal, to give thought to these
questions, to study them, to come to conclu-
sions, and to have enough courage to ex-
press that which he thinks and feels.

Hon. E. H1. H. Hall: Hear, bear!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWK19: And in addi-
tion, to be prepared to take some action to
try to avert the calamity which threatens
the world and humanity at this time and will
continue to do so for a considerable time to
come until that calamity comes upon us as it
will unless steps are taken by some people
somewhere to avert it. We have no more right
to try to shore the responsibility oAi the
people of Britain or Germany or France or
Rtusia or America than they have to throw
the responsihility on to us. We are all citi-
zens of the sanmc world; we are all units in
the same humanity; and so it seems to me
,that there is a very special and press-
ig responsibility upon every man and
woman in the world in connection with this

.matter, and the responsibility upon every
odec of us is no less than the responsibility
upon Stalin, Truman, Bevin and the rest o f
them. They might be in a positibn, be-
cause of their pre-eminent standing in the
councils of the world, to do more than we
can do in the way of having some action
taken; but we are recreant to ourselves and
the trust which is upon us if we escape from
our responsibilities and duties by taking up
the cowardly attitude that we cannot do
anything about it, that we cannot suggest
anything about it.

I sincerely hope that what I have said
will cause other members to think even more
about these matters than they have--and I
am sure everyone has thought about them to
some extent. But we must do more than
think about them, It is not much good hav-
ing thoughts and keeping them lacked away.
Whether thoughts are good or bad or help-
ful or otherwise, they should be expressed,
because it is in the multitude of counsellors
that moat 'wisdom is found. I think it was
Emerson who said "Speak Your latent
thought and it shall become the universal
convictioAl." The greatest ideas of the ages
have -nob come from the minds of the most
prominent men of the ages. As a matter of
fact, the original idea from which the mater-
nity allowance in Australia develo ped ws
expzessed by a worker's wife in the Trades
Hall at Northam many years ago. So all
in the community should be encouraged
to think about these matters more deeply
and express the thoughts they hold.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Hoar, hear!

Hon. A. R. G. H(AWKE: If something
practicable could be done with the educa-
tional system along the lines I have sug-
gested, and if the example which Western
Australia -would thus set 'were to be fol-
[owed in other States of Australia and sub-
sequently in other countries of the world,
the time would come when it would
not matter whether we called the eco-
nomic and social system capitalistic
socialistic, communistic or anything else,
because that system would have been de-
vised, established and operated by mna and
women trained in the highest forms of
citizenship, and inspired by the main
Christian principles. As a consequence,
the system would give to the people in the
countries, concerned, equity and social jus-
tice on a scale hitherto unknown in the-
world.

'We have heard a considerable amount in
recent months about the goldmining indus-
try. Certain interests in Western Austra-
lia have been quite anxious to make a poli-
tical issue of the matter. They have tried
to make it appear as though the Common-
wealth Government, particularly the Prime
M1inister, Mr. Chificy, is not much concerned
as, to whether the goidmining industry in
this State declines or expands. The pro-
duction of gold is an activity about which-
we could have a great deal sf discussion.
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Its only value, in my mind, to us and to
Australia, is in the employment it gives to

*men-

The Minister for Education: Otherwise
it is a very complex question.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:- -and through
them to a large number of other people
who are indirectly employed as a result
of the industry. In addition there is the
advantage that its export froin this State,
and Australia as a whole, establishes finan-
cial credit for us in other countries, which
we can use to buy the goods we require$
from those countries. Apart from these
advantages, I know of no others. It has
been said that the industry in this State
has had more money put into it than its
production has ever equalled. We know,
too, of the great physical toll it has taken
of the men who have worked underground.
However, I do not want to go. any further
into the pros and eons of the value of the
industry, or of the gold itself, to the world,
except to say that a great deal of exer-
tion and expense are involved in digging it
-out of holes in one part of the world, and
then transporting it 10,000 or 12,000 miles
across the sea and promptly putting it into
other holes where it is locked up for safe
keeping. However, the goidmining indus-
try is very valuable, in the economic sense,
to Western Australia.

An agitation has been levelled at the
Commonwealth Government urging it to
pay a straight-out and even subsidy in re-
spect of all gold produced in Australia. I
am sure there is no Minister in the Goy-
-ernment of this State who would ares to
a proposition of that kind. We all know
there are some goldmining enterprises
which even today are showing handsome
profits. There are also some whose over-
bead and management expenses, and
directors' fees are ever so much higher
than they should be. Therefore, it seems
to me the Commonwealth Government is
following theright line in examining each
goldmining enterprise for the purpose of
ascertaining which ones are in genuine need
-of financial assistance, and then dealing
*with them on their merits. I understand
that when it has been proven that a par-
ticular goldinining company is in need of
such assistance, it has been made avail-
able by the Commonwealth Government up
to a certain maxsimumn. I saw recently

where the Minister for Immigration had
visited Kalgoorlie, and I read a report cov-
ering an interview which some representa-
tives of the goidmining industry had with
him at that centre.

A Mr. Thorn who is, I understand, gen-
eral manager of the Lake View and Star
Mine, said that the main troubles of the
industry were shortage of manpower and
the difficulty of obtaining plant and ma-
terials. Mr. Thorn might well have been
speaking for only those mines which are
operating at a profit, but in any event he
made it clear beyond any shadow of doubt
that shortages of manpower, plant and ma-
terials, together constituted an important
detrimental factor to the industry. I would
say the State Government has inflicted a
severe financial blow to those mining enter-
prises which are losing money, and which
so far have not had their affairs sufficently
examined by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to enable it to make a. decision to
grant them financial help.

I might possibly agree with the Treasurer
that the increased financial burdens which
his Glovernment has imposed upon the gold-
mining industry were unavoidable; and I

Mighlt agree that it would have been diMf-
cull for his Government, or any other -to
exempt one portion of the railway system
from the increases3 in fares and freights
which were imposed on all other sections.
However, I am not prepared to be silent
on the attitude of the State Government
towards the goldinining industry, while the
leaders of that Government condemn and
criticise the Prime Minister and his Govern-
ment for their alleged responsibility for the
decline in the goldmining industry of this
State. I think the increased financial bur-
dens imposed upon our goldmining industry
during the last two and a half years by the
State Government have had an extremely
detrimental effect on the struggling gold-
mines and, indeed, aL serious effect even on
the stronger mines that are still waking at
least some profits.

The Premier: Will not these extra costs
be taken into consideration by the Common-
wealth Government when giving assistance?

Hon. A. R. G. HAW=E: They will, but
that is not an answer to the point that I
have just been -making. If the Premier tells
the House that the State Government has
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put these additional charges on the gold-
mining industry, well knowing that the Com-
monwealth Government would foot the bill,
that establishes an altogether different situa-
tion.

The Premier: You have just said it is
hard -to discriminate in regard to freight
charges, and so on.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It highlights
again the deplorable inconsistency of those
who are always nagging te Prime Minister
to reduce taxation, and who make a political

imse tife that question, while at Phe same
tim teydothings thtmake it impossible

for the Commonwealth Government to re-
duce taxation substantily any further, be-
cause of the additional demands and charges
that are being put forward all the time.
I did intend to deal with industrial develop-
ment tonight, but I will reserve all I have
to say on that subject until the Minister
concerned introduces his departmental Esti-
mates some tune next week.

I come now to housing. Although I in-
tend to reserve most of what I have to say
on this matter until the housing Estimates
are directly before us, if time permitted
I did intend to quote appropriate extracts
from the Policy Speeches of the Premier
and Deputy Premier with regard to the
housing of the people. As both the Premier
and the Deputy Premier will dlearly remem-
ber, of the two the Deputy Premier was ever
so much the more extravagant during the
last State election campaign in the promises
made to our people 'with regard to housing.
In fact, the Deputy Premier went near
enough to saying that there would be houses
for all. The Premier, being much more
iguarded, conservative and solid, and not
nearly as reckless or spectaeular- particu-
larly at election time-did not make pro-
mises half as extravagant as those made by
the Deputy Premier. The promises made
by the Deputy Premier are good enough to
read now and to read again when the housing
'Estimates are before the Committee, but if
I whet the appetite of members in this re-
gard tonight, and leave it at that for the
-time being, they will be all the more anxious
to hear these promises when the housing
Estimates arc before us, and the promises
will certainly be read at that time, either
by me or by a member on the Government
side of the Rouse who is in trouble with
htis electors over the housing problem.

£59]

There is one classic declaration on the
housing problem in this State, made in re-
cent days, which I cannot resist the tempta-
tion to read at this stage. This article ap-
peared in "The West Australian" of the
19th August, 1949, under the heading of
"Abolition of Building Controls Urged."
The Minister for Housing would knock at
the knees, no doubt, if he were present now
and heard me read that heading, although
it is amazing to see the amount of urging
that has been going on in the last two weeks
in regard to building controls and the con-
trols over building materials. Every or-
ganisation with an axe to grind has been
grinding its axe at full pressure and urging
the Government to abolish building controls
and controls oier building materials. They
h~ve been assuring the Government that only
beneficial results would accrue if those con-
trols were removed.

Mr. Graham: Benefits to whom?

Hon. A. &. GI. HAWKE: However, the
Government during the early part of this
year had experience of the removal of con-
trols over building materials. Giving way
towards the end pf last year to the
urgings and pleadings of some of the leading
supporters df the Liberal Party in the build-
ing and allied trades, the Government re-
moved: controls from cement and bricks--
early this year or towards the end of last
year--and every member of this Chamber
knows what happened during the ensuing
eight or nine mouths. The member for
Canning mentioned it here a few nights
ago. We all saw what happened in the
metropolitan area and in other parts of the
State. Great quantities of bricks and cement
ceased to go into the building of houses and
began to go into the building of all sorts
of structures, even garden paths and the
building of walls in front of houses that
were already built, and so on. To revert
to this article in "The West Australian,"
it reads as follows:

The abolition of all building controls to
enable the building of houses to be speeded
up was advocated by speakers at the annual
"At flame" gathering of the W.A. Chapter
of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects
last night.

An At Home gathering of the W.A. Chapter
of the Royal Australian Institute of Archi-
tects. The article continues-
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The guests included the Governor, Sir
James Mitchell, the Lord Mayor, Mt. Totter-
dell, end representatives of the State Housing
Commission.
One can easily imagine how the representa-
tives of the State Housing Commission must
have enjoyed themselves at this so-called At
Home. The article continues-

In his address, the president of the Chapter,
Mr. J. B. fltsbardinge, said thai the architects
would like to see all controls go.

And so on.
Replying to the toast of "The Guests,'' Mr.

Totterdell sad that the time was not far dis-
tant when controls must he lifted. In 1946,
he said, we were short of 8,000 homes* in
1948, there was a Shortage of 17,000 homes,
and if this goes on we will be short, in 1950,
of probably 50,000 homes.

The Premier; That is taking the whole of
the Commnonwealth, of course.

Hon. A. RI. G. HA.WXE: There are mem-
bers of this Chamber who probably would
not know just who Mr. Totterdell is.

Mr. Yates: Oh, no!

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: In the first
place, and especially for the benefit of
country members, he is the Lord Mayor of
the City of Perth,

Mr. Graham: And the Liberal candidate
for the West Perth seat.

Han. A- R_ 0. HAWKE: The member
for East Perth has pinched may business.
In addition, and which is more important,
he is one of the members of the inner coun-
cil of the Liberal Party.

The Premier: Is he?
The Minister for Railways: That is some-

thing new.
The Premier: He is a candidate for West

Perth and nothing else-

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: At least I have
found out that Mr. Totterde]] is not a memn-
ber of the inner council of the Liberal Party
and I have also found out that there is an
inner council of the Liberal Party.

.The Premier: I do not think so. There
is an executive like there is in the Labour
Party and any other Party. There is no
Shadow Cabinet.

Hon. A- R. G. HAWKE: There is not
even a Cabinet. Mr. TotterdeDl has sufficient
influence with the members of the inner
council of the Liberal Party-

The Premier: The executive.

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKE: -to obtain
endorsement as the Liberal Party candidate
for West Perth at the State election which
will take place as soon as we, the Opposition,
arc able to force it or if wve are not able to
force it,' then sometime next April. I under-
stand, and this is only by way of friendly
comparison, that the member for Canning has
not yet been able to obtain endorsement as
the Liberal Party candidate for South Perth
at the next State election.

Mr. May: He is not in the inner circle,

Hon. A. R. G. HIAWKE: That strange
state of affairs makes me wonder just how
this inner council of the Liberal Party works.

The Honorary Minister for supply and
Shipping: There is not one.

Mr. May: But he was a bad boy.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWXIE: The Honorary
Minister tells me that-there is not an inner
council of the Liberal Party, Yet when I
said earlier that Mr. Totterdell was a mem-
ber of it, the Premier, the member for
Middle Swan and other members on the
Government side of the House told me that
Mr. Totterddll was not a member of the
inner council of the Party.

The Premier: You were referring to the
executive.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE. In any event,
Mr. Totterdell is evidently within a circle
running round the inner circle, or the cen-
tral executive, much closer to the inner circle
than is the member for Canning. The member
for Canning is a sitting member and would
normally have a priority of the highest pos-
sible class.

Mr. Orayden: He probably has.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: That is -why he is not yet en-
dorsed.

Mr. Grayden: That is one of the seats
that we don't have to worry about.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I know that
the member for Middle Swan is not worry-
ing about it, He has decided to desert the
sinking ship. Why should he worry? He
is suffering from Webb worry-not cobweb
-worry this time, either. The man who is
doing all the worrying about it is the mem-
ber for Canning. It is, all joking aside, an
extraordinary situation.

The Premier: Why worry about itI What
is worrying youY
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son. A. A. 0. HAWKE, I am not worry-
ipg, about it at all.

Mr. Grayden: No-one over here is worry-
ing about it.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Yes, one person
over there is worrying about it.

Ron. J. T. Tonkiin. And that is not the
Premier.

Hon. A. &. 0. HAWKE; It is extra-
ordinary that a non-sitting member should
be able to get endorsement and a sitting
member, a few weeks before the election as
it were, is not able to get the endorsement.
However, the main point is that Mr. Totter-
deli is the endorsed Liberal candidate for
West Perth.

The Premier: That's true.

Hon. A. K. G. HAWE- In respect to
the housing of the people of Western
Australia he condemns the State Liberal
Party Government because of its failure to
house the people. He condemns it much
more strongly than any Labour member in
this House has so far condemned the Gov-
ernment. I have noticed in the newspaper
in recent days that Mr. Totterdell has con-
demnped the Government, and members of
the Government, on every issue and con-
demned them very strongly indeed. He
charged Ahem with shillyshallying on one
matter. The Mayor of Claremont, who is
a highly placed Liberal-

The Premier: Is he?7
Eon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Yes. He has

condemned a Minister of this Government,
for dillydallying.

Mr. Rodoreda called attention to the state
of the Committee.

Bells rung 9nd a quorum formed.
Hon. A. R. G. RAWE: Looking at it

from a purely Party political point of view,
I think Mrr. Totterdell is carrying on or
indulging in some very shrewd propaganda.
He knows that West Perth is not the best
Liberal seat in the metropolitan area; he
knows the contests there, especially a few
years ago, were very close. He also knows
that this Government is on the way out
and so very shrewdly he starts to criticise
and condemn it for the purpose of trying to
bouild himself up as a strong Liberal who
is courageous in the extreme and prepared
to condemn and attsisk any Minister in
the. Government on any particular matter.

Mr, Grayden: IUo probpbly knpiWs he is
strong enough to stand up to criticism.

Ron. A. R. G. HAWKE: He believes that
by taking that attitude he will not, when
the election takes place, have to carry the
many series of sins of omission and corn-
mission of the Government. I remember
an election of a f ew years ago where a,
candidate of the Liberal Party did, the
same thing; followed exactly the same
c~ourse. Hfe knew that the Mitchell-Latham
Government of that time -was on the way
out, in 1933, and he attacked the Govern-
ment, criticised it and condemned it, and
the result was that he built himself up, at
the expense of his own Government, it
is true, but he built himself up and was
elected by an extremely large majority even
though his Government or, what should
have been his Government, was over-
whelmingly defeated. So evidently Mr.
Totterdell sees the situation today the same
as it was then and follows the example,
and very successful example, of the mem-
ber and candidate in 1933 to whom I have
ref erred,

I only want to say a few words ab6ut
education because there will be another
opportunity to discuss it. I am quoting
from "The West Australian'' of the 18th
May, 1949. The statement is heaaed,
"'Wicked State of Affairs in Schools.' "y

Isuppose if I were to subject the members
on the Government side to a quiz as to
whomR they considered the statement was
made by, they would probably name the
membher for East Perth, or possibly even
the member for North-East rremantle.

Mr. Yates: They would not be so wicked
as to do that.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: And they would
go on to say that the statement was made
purely and simply and absolutely for Party
political purposes. I will continue wvith
the'article, which states--

"A wicked stats of affairs," is how the
Deputy-Director of Education (Mr. T. Ed-
mondson) yesterday described the shortage of
teachers whichs made unavoidable a ratio of
50 scholars to one teacher.

Among other things, Mr. Edmond son, in
this s9tatement, went on to say-

Unless something was done to build up the
Trniing College to its capacity, the present
acute position "will be worse after 1952."P
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I have other equally illuminating reported
statements from equally reliable sources
about the parlous state of affairs in the
Education Department insofar as it relates
to the shortage of teachers. In fact, the
Minister for Education in one of those very
rare states of mental aberration from which
he suffers, wrote me a letter about the sub-
ject of the shortage of teachers in the State
schools, and made admissions in that letter
which are staggering and prove beyond any
shadow of doubt that this Government has
fallen down lamentably upon the promises
it made to the people in connection with
this matter 2 2 years ago, and has allowed
the position relating to the supply of teach-
ers in this State to go from had to worse
and either I, or some other member of the
Labour Party, will at some later stage read
that letter to the House. The last matter
upon *hieh I intend to speak has to deal
with prices.

Mr. Graham: Whacko I
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: There are

many other matters which I am discarding
and on which I will speak next week or the
week after or perhaps even towards the end
of November-in a separate speech, of
course. I have a letter from an elector in the
district of York, in the Qunirading area.

Mr. Leslie: You should be concerned
about that!

The Minister for Railways: ire you sure
it is not Boverley?

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKE: It has nothing
to do with the district of Reverley in any
shape or form. This is from Pantapin and
is dated the 10th of August. It rekds-
Mr, Hawke,
Dear Sir,

Reading about your suggestion to hold, a
secret session re price control, I do hope you
will not let the matter drop, as it is a down-
rigbt disgrace the way the public is being
robbed by numbers of tradespeople. When a
member of Parliament passes the remark that
businessmen are surprisingly honest-
That was the classic interjection by the
Minister for Prices to me some nights ago.

Mr. Leslie: It was at faux pas.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: She contin-

ued-
-well, it just shows you how much he knows
Or cares. Recently the Premier passed the
remark that he did not know butchers were
overcharging. Well, I would like him to know
they are, most certainly are, as only the wor-
ried housewives know too well.

Then this letter sets out the practices in-
dulged in by some retail butchers to exploit
the housewives. Another part of the letter
reads -

I certainly most bitterly regret ever having
voted " No"I and I guess I won'It be taken in
at next election.

Mr. May:, She has not that ont her own.

Ron. A. R. 0. HAWKE: -
So many wonderful promises were made of

how things would be better if we voted "No.''
But all these promises have been broken. But
we weren 't told about the -raising of trans-
port fares and eleetricityt every now and again.

In a P.S. she states--
Instead of a secret session, couldn't you have

a sort of a meeting to which the housewife
could be invited so that she could tell of the
dozens of ways she is imposed upon?

Mr. May: Would the Minister for Prices
be thereI

Ron. A. R. G. HAWE
-I don'It mean the Housewives'I Association.

I mean the genuine one who has to do the
worrying.
Then in a preat burst of pricejless humour,
I thought, she said-

You maty show my letter to any of your
colleagues if you wish, including Mr. MeLarty.
I must write back to the good woman and
put her right about her impression that
the Premier, Mr. MeLarty, is a colfeague of
mine; he is only a friend of mine. In to-
day's issue of "The West Australian," Air.
Chairman, there is an article which carries
the heading, "Traders warned about Pro-
fiteering." Now, if there is one thing that
causes me to be less cool and less calm than
usual it is to hear of profiteers being
warned. That has been the great weakness
in price control in Australia right from al-
most the first day it was instituted. The
Commonwealth price control system had as
its weakest link warnings to profiteers.
Those who indulge in that practice are the
most shrewd and cunning individuals imagin-
able. They know all the excuses and tricks.
They know how to plead ignorance, to tell
a hard luck story. They know how to shed
crocodile tears that fall in a deluge that
rises almost to their very waists, as the mem-
ber for Middle Swan said was the limit to
which the tears of the member for Gerald ton
rose, when he was speaking a few nights
ago.

Mr. Grayden: That is a slight exaggera-
tion.
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The Minister for Railways:- And a de-
finite waste of tears.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:- The article in
"The West Australian" was headed:
"Traders Warned About Profiteering."
Fancy a matter of warning at this stage of
the game! The article proceeded-

A warning to retail traders against profiteer-
ing in the sale of a Dumber of household items
was issued yesterday by the Prices Commis-
sion (Mr. C. P. Matbet).

Mr. Matben said that the items were kitchen-
ware, hand tools, floor coverings, imported
crockery, chinaware and earthenware, and
builders' small hardware. Checks by prices
officers in the metropolitan area and elsewhere
had disclosed many instances of excessive pric-
ing and some retail traders had pleaded in
extenuation that they were not aware of the
existence of the relevant price control orders,

A Press statement naming the orders was
publishied in June last for the particular 'in-
formation of traders, Mr. Mathea, said. They
should have made it their business to have
obtained copies of the orders so as to make
themselves conversant with the prices they were
permitted to charge.
In another part of bis statement, Mr.
Mathen said-

Every retail trader concerned should obtain
the relevant orders and ensure that his selling
prices did not exceed the maximum prices.
Prices officers would continue to check prices
in the metropolitan area and elsewhere. If
overcharging wCs established against any par-
ticular trader, appropriate action would be
considered.

It is not any wonder that the level of prices
has been going up considerably ever since
the State took over control. Fancy allowing
profiteers who have been discovered in their
acts of profiteering to get away with it
without any prosecution or even a
threat of prosecution-simply because
the traders who have so profiteered
have pleaded in extenuation of their
offence that they were not aware of
the existence of the relevant price orders!
In the name of commonsense, what sort of
attitude is that for the policeman appointed
by the State on behalf of the people to take
up? There is only one effective method of
stopping profiteering and that is a prosecu-
tion, with a heavy penalty, where the person
prosecuted is found guilty, and plenty of
publicity to the fact that so and so, con-
ducting such and such a business, had been
found guilty of profiteering and had been
heavily penalised for so doing. The average
businessman, and more particularly the big

business man, is not the slightest bit con-
cerned about a fine of £5, £10, or £50 or
even £100. Such an individual has probably
already profiteered to the extent of £10,000
before being discovered. Why should such
an individual worry about his discovery, his
prosecution and the payment of a fine of
£50 or £1,000? Such men do not worry
about it at all, but what they do worry about
is publicity.

So 1 do not want ever to read again it
any newspaper or to hear again from any
source that the Minister for Price Control
or the Commissioner of Prices has issued a
warning that any individual who has beet?
disc orered profiteering had better be care-
ful in the future, or some action against him
might be considered! There is here not even
the threat to take action that if there should
he a repetition of the act of profiteering-
only a threat to consider doing somethingr
This is the moat milk and water kind of
administration I have ever heard of. It is a
disgrace. I do not know to what extent the
Minister for Prices personally takes an in-
terest and a part in the policing of the price
control system in this State. I say, how-
eve;, that it would be far more to the benefit
of the people generatly if the Minister dis-
carded every other activity, the responsibility
for which rests on his shoulders, and con-
centrated entirely upon a most strict and
effective administration of the price control
system.

Mr. Graham: A new Minister would help.
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: Surely to good-

ness, the Minister for Prices and also the
Commissioner know how members of the
public are being pumnmelled in respect of
ricing prices. It is bad enough for the aver-
age member of the public to pay for goods
at the fixed prices, but it is causing a heart-
rend ing struggle for a great number of
people on small incomes, especially where
the number of children in the family is con-
siderable. When in addition to the maximum
fixed price, traders load upon the goods sold
a profiteering margin, then the burden upon
the people is intensified, and many of them
are not able to purchase all the necessities
of life that they actually require. The time
is long overdue when no mercy of any
description should be shown to those who
profiteer in the manufacture and distribution
of commodities.
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Mr. May: Their shops should be marked.

Hon. A. R. G. HIAWEE: Yes. I would be
in favour of a tradesman who has been
proved guilty of such an offence being com-
pelled to make use of the whole of his win-
dow space for the display of a statement,
in the largest possible type, setting out that
a conviction had been recorded against him-
provided the conviction was actual and of
some substance and not merely technical.
I cannot imagine the Attorney Gencial in
the present Government permitting a prose-
cution for a technical offence and I am be-
ginning to think that he would not even per-
mit a prosecution for a serious offence. I
find it impossible to believe that the Prices
Commissioner, Mr. Mathea, would make a
public statement of the nature of this one
unless he was acting in accordance with the
principles and policy laid down for him by
his Minister and perhaps even by the Gov-
ernment. I condemn that sort of thing
whole-heartedly.

The people needing protection are not the
traders-especially the profiteering section
of them, who can look after themselves-
but the general public, especially those in
receipt of small incomes. The Attorney
General ought to know that in this com-
munity many people on fixed incomes are
receiving today only what they were receiv-
ig ten years ago. No allowance is made
in their case for fluctuation in the basic
wage, and some of them have very small
incomes. It is not difficult ito imagine W~hat
is happening to them while profteers are
allowed to overcharge and get away with
it by making the miserable excuse that they
did not know they were charging too much.
Ignorance of the law, even when genuine,
is often not accepted by the police or by
the courts.

There is ab~solutely no excuse for alleged
ignorance on the part of profiteers and none
should be accepted by the Minister and the
Commissioner as a reason for not prosecut-
ing traders who have been caught,. red-
handed, in the very act of plundering the
public. To warn them, especially those who
have already been discovered, that action
will be considered if they are caught again,
is the weakest thing I have heard or read
about. I have not yet finished with the
Government in respect of the suggestion
which I made a few days ago to the effect

that we should and must have if the in-
terests of the public are to be protected,
some special sitting or assembly-of a con-
fidential character if the Government so
wishes--at which every member could ob-
tain a clear-cut picture of the whole prices
structure, from the very beginning, when the
first penny of cost was incurred in-the
manufacture or the importation of any
article until the very last stage when the
customer pays for it over the retail shop
counter or wherever else it might be sold.L
If we could reach that stage, we would, be
able to bring about almost immediately an
alteration in the price level in this State,
with great benefit to all concerned, not ex-
eluding the farmers,

I have spoken for a considerable time,
Sir, but if you divide the length I have
taken-and allocate one half to the Address-
in-reply debate and the other half to the
general Budget debate, you will find that
each half was not in any way excessive.
I know the Premier deeply regrets that he
did not stand firm against those Ministers
in his Cabinet who voted to eliminate the
Address-in-reply debate this year. The Pre-
mier was right in his own ideas and should
never have allowed himself to he over-ruled
by the shrewd legal members of the Cabinet
who have landed him into a heap of trouble,
as they have landed him into a heap of
trouble in connection with other matters,
not forgetting our transport system, which
we discussed here last night and in con-
nection with which the Minister for ERdu-
cation went into reverse gear in the least
uncomfortable way possible in the circum-
stances.

Mr. GRAHAM: I mov--
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Mr. Coverley
Mr. graham
'Mr. Hawk.
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Mar
Mr. McCulloch
Mr. Needhiam

taken with the

16
19

3

AYE".

Mr. Nelsen
Mr. Oliver
Mir. Fenton
Mr. Xeynolds
Mr. sICCmn
Mr. Styants
Mr. Topkis
Mr. undoesa

(5'eiiar.)
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Mr.' AbbottMy' AVklan
Mrs. hardell-Oivr
Mr. crrell
Mr. Donor
Mr. Graydon
Mr. Hill
Mr. Lest!.
Mr. Mefloaid
Mr. MeLsrty

Noss.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Murray
Nita-
North
Rewa.rd
Th..n
Wsxts
Wild
Yale.
Brood

Motion thus negatived.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth)
think it is rather a shocking state
that the Government which deni
Address-in-reply-

The Minister for Housing: Th
ting a bit old-fashioned.

Air. GRAHAM: If the Min
allow me to proceed!

The Minister for Housing: Sort

Mr. GRAHAM: It is rather a
state of affairs that the Go
at midnight, following an assuran
Premier that amnple opportunity
given to members during the deba
Estimates to address the Chamix
refuse an adjournment; so that
represents several thousand peop
peeled to address himself seriouslj
tions of import in the early hon
morning. That is going a little to
is my intention to deal with a n
matters which I consider require v~
I do not think I can be accused
spoken unduly during the two a'
months or so that Parliament has
ting this year. But, as the Gove
apparently prepared and determin
the big stick over members, I see
whatsoever why I should curtail m'
out of respect for the weariness
hers, or in consideration of the Is
the hour. I have a perfect right
myself, and it is my intention so to
I would naturally have preferred
my remarks under more favourabi
stances, because it is grossly nfa
speaker to have to address the (
in the early hours of the morning,
is grossly unfair to members and
to whom the remarks are addre
they should be required to give at
the matters submitted.

The chief fault I find with the
fore us, namely, the Legisliive
which incidentally enables us t
verbal journey around the world

-it is £3,524 too much. Members have
on many occasions heard me exprbss myself
with regard to that moribund institution,
which is an impediment to democratic gov-
ernment and which, during the past two and
a half years has demonstrated that the

(Teller.) majority of its members have no respect
for or loyalty to their own party and their
own Government. They are in no way con-

[12.0) cerned with the pledges given to the people
[2O: I on the hustings; because, on several occa-

of affairs sions when this Government has sought to
adus the give effect to its pledges, the Legislative

Council has ignored that fact entirely, a
at is get- number of the members of that Chamber

having voted against measures which were
ister will propounded from the public platform at

meetings which those members attended in
support of candidates who are now sitting

7y. in this Parliament.
shocking But democracy never, was a strong point
vernment, with that Chamber It is impossible ft.
ce by the imagine-that it could be, because the Councill
would be has its very roots in vested interests. I have

ate on the expressed myself on many occasions concern-
er, should lug the fact, and members, on a moment's
one who reflection, must agree, that there is no quali-

]e is ex- fication of a person as a citizen which en-
yto ques- titles him to vote for a candidate for the
ra of the Legislative Council. The qualification for
o far. It voting is merely the fact that there are
umber of broad acres or bricks and mortar somewhere.
eatilation. That is the title, and not citizenship. Demo-
of having cTacy, of course, has regard for human be-
nd a half ings. I suspect that this Government is
been sit- being innoculated with the virus of the

rnment is Legislative Council because of a number of
ed to use steps it has taken, one of them, I repeat,
no reason without apology. It has denied us some-
yremarks thing which had become an institution;
of mem- namely, thfl t every year there should be a
tanes of new session and that there should be a

to express Governor's Speech and an Address-in-reply
do. But that would give members an opportunity to
to make submit views not only on parochial matters

e circum- but on the broader questions that confront
ir to any this State and the people of the Common-
~omnmittee wealth.
just as it The first matter to which I desire to make

Miniters some reference is the important question of
msed that housing. It might appear passing strange

btion to to the majority of members if I allowed
this opportunity to pass without giving an

Vote be- early priority to that all-imiportant subject.
Council- There are occasions when one wonders
otake a whether it is worthwhile pointing out cart,

-is that amn circumstances that can be established and
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proved; giving evidence and submitting
views; because no official cognisance is taken
of them. On the last occasion on which 1
spoke on this question I stated, with all the
sincerity at my command,t that statistics
revealed that housing had reached such a
stage that it was now a national emergency,
and that steps never previously dontem-
plated should be undertaken to grapple
with the situation. This is no time for
orthodox methods to be applied. There are
many thousands of people suffering physi-
cally and people being overcome by mental
stress and strain on account of the condi-
tions in which they live. Biecause there has
been a housing crisis growing increasingly
worse over a period of approximately eight
years, the lives 9f thousands of people are
being completely ruffled.

Persons are living in fowl houses, gar-
ages, back rooms and so on, and have no
family. Therefore, it is practically impos-
sible for them to secure a priority. They
are unable and unwilling to have a family
because of their living conditions. A young
couple, married in their early twenties,
would both he over 30 years of age now,
and with no greater prospect of securing
a home than they had six or eight years
ago. Indeed, they have at far more remote
chance of getting one. I am not speaking
in airy generalities, hecause I shall
presently submit statistics to show how
serious the position is. Because of pre-
vious, experience, I suggest it is merely a
waste of time to propound proposals to do
something to moeet the situation. But I
-repeat-and some day some Government
will have to face up to the position-that
the ordinary orthodox approach to the prob -
lem, such as we are witnessing at the mom-
ent, is no remedy whatsoever.

Mr. Hoar called attention to the state
of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed-
-Mr. GRAHAMX: To a large extent the

trouble can be traced to the fact that the
Liberal Party and the Country Party mem-
bers-more especially those who comprise
the Government, but generally speaking, all
of them-have no proper understanding or
appreciation of the problem. It is an easy.
matter when living in commodious premises
where there are no particular shortages or
hardships, to read of housing problems and
to discuss them as one might the possibility
of Australia winning the Davis Cup, or

something of that nature. It is essential to
know the people who are in need of these
houses, and to mix with them by going into
their homes-not one or two, but hundreds
of them-in order to gain a full appreciation
of what is involved and the harm that is be-
ing done to the people of this State. I have4
referred to the shocking conditions under
which people live. I have mentioned the
frustration of couples because of their in-
ability to have children.

But the present state of affairs is hav-
ing an effect upon the children as well. The
Minister for Housing knows of eases, be-
cause I at least have drawn his attention
to them, of adolescents of both sexes oc-
cupying the same room. There is an in-
stance of a 19 or 20 year-old son* sleeping
on a very cramped verandah immediately
outside the double windows of his parents'
bedroom. Of course in the summertime
when the blinds are drawn and the windows
open there is no privacy whatsoever. We
are, I suggest, creating all sorts of diffi-
culties for ourselves. I know of a house
where there arc 15 people on the premises.
I refer to it as the house where there are
15V2 people, because, due to the crowded
nature of the living condition;, a young
girl of about 16 is about to become a
mother. Members know full well that what
I am saying is no exaggeration of the posi-
tion.

Surely we cannot expect to go along in
the usual manner of erecting houses brick
by brick when there are ways of speeding
up the construction of homnes-and I do
not necessarily mean separate and indivi-
dual houies. That, of course, is the ideal,
but the position is too urgent and serious
to allow, perhaps, another decade to pass
before coming within measurable distance
of grappling with the problem, or even
getting it in baud, becanse at the present
time there is no question that it is beyond
control. I will demonstrate that in a few
moments. What I have said about the mem-
bers of the Government Parties is, I am
afraid, equally true of the higher placed
offiers of the State Housing Commission,
and the members of the Commission.

It is not unlikely that the inspectors and
the counter attendants-they are the clerks
who interview the many thousands of
people who call at the Commission's offies
-would, because of what they have seen,
and the stories they have had to listen to,
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have a proper conception of the problem.
But those whom it is difficult, if not impos-
sible, for members of the public to aproach,
namely, the higher placed officers and the
members of the State Housing Commission,
deal with the problem in an unimpassioned
wayr-merely with fles, papers and other
records before them. They have no under-
stan~ding of the anguish and suffering of
the people,.young and old; adult and child.

The Minister for Housing: I think, they
have a full understanding.

Mr. GRAHAM: Only on paper.

The Minister for Housing: And person-
ally.

'Mr. GRAHAM: For two years or so I
was a member of Parliament repyresentiug
what might be termed an economically poor
electorate, but it took me several years learn-
ing the hard way-meeting people and going
into their homes or shacks-before I had a
full appreciation of the position. Prior to
that I could read statements that were made
and could peruse statistics and conclude that
all was not well in the matter of housing,
but it was only later that I had a full ap-
preciation of the position. The persons who
make the decisions as to whether building
materials shall be released, as to the relative
degrees of hardship and the types of build-
ings for which permits shall be issued, are
those who have no proper understanding of
the problem, no matter how honest or well-
intentioned they might be.

The Minister for Housing: Men like your
trade union representative on the Commis-
sion understand the situation, just as the
others do.

Mr. GRlAHAM: He is only one man and
I would remind the Minister for. Housing
that it is not part of that gentleman's duties,
as member of the State Housing Commission
or secretary of the Plumbers' Union, to go
into people's houses or listen to the com-
plaints that we, as members of Parliament-
especially metropolitan members-receive in
such great numbers. In other words, these
higher placed officials have not personal con-
tact with the many shocking cases of which
we know. I feel that if they could spend
a period at the public counters of the Com-
mission, interviewing people, or making in-
spections, they would be far better placed
to make decisions. It is not my. intention

to weary the Committee with a recital of
eases which, to put it modestly, are difficult

.of comprehension. The fact that large famni-
lies are living under most difficult circum-
stances, while homes are being built for the
favoured few, and in some cases not only
homes but mansions, and buildings that might
be said to be totally unnecessary, are under
construction-

The Minister for Housing: If you have
any such cases I will look into them.

Mr. GRAHAM: I will give the Minister
several such cases in a moment, some of
them in his own electorate. The position'is
so bad that these terrible eases are no longer
news and not one section of the Press, either
morning, evening or week-end, will publish
a case-this is purely supposititious-where
perhaps tfin people are crammed into a
couple of rooms while some enormous struc-
ture is going up nearby to provide a shop
for someone in an area already well served.
The position is so bad that a state of affairs
such as that is no longer worthy of men-
tion in the Press. Such things have been
going on for so long and everybody is so
weary of it all that no-one raises an eye-
brow, now, when further cases are brought
to notice.

At this stage, or at a later stage, I would
not be surprised to see our friends of the
Press, up in the gallery, drop their pencils
or, if they do take notes, I would be sur-
prised if the blue pencil does not appear in
the hand of the sub-editor. In saying that,
I am not critical of the Press, but I think
.it is a sh~ocking indictment of a Government
which, at the last election, had so much to
say about housing and cobwebs.

The Minister for Housing: An 80 per cent.
increase in two years.

Mr. GRAHAM: I will tell the Minister
all about that presently. It is a shocking in-
dictment of a Government that has sought
by distortion and untruths to convey the im-
pression that the problem is really being
grappled with. I will substantiate these re-
marks presently.

The Attorney General: You do not sug-
zrest that we should go back to the 44-hour
week?7

Mrv. GRfAHAM: I suggest ::o2JIng of the
sort.
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The Attorney General: I thought perhaps
you were becoming serious.

Mr. GRAHAM: This Government, with
its chest puffed out, was telling the people
bow it could wave a magic wand and do
all sorts of things irrespective of the cir-
cumstances or the difficulties, but since it
has assumed office there has been little other
than a procession of excuses and apologies
and reasons why it has been unable to do
the job. The fact of the matter, of course,
is that the Government has accomplished
nothing. What is the position with regard
to building? The Premier might reflect that
during the Hannans by-election the 1947
habit of making extravagant statements ap-
parently still persisted. le was reported,
not only in the local Press but in the Gold-
fields Press also, as having said that the
Government was keeping pace with the ap-
plications being received and was, as a mat-
ter of fact, picking up some of the lag of
accumulated applications arising out of the
war period. That was a definite untruth.

The Minister for Housing: It was defin-
itely true.

The Premier: You never get any untruths
from me.

Mr. GRAHAM: Perhaps we had better
come to the official figures, supplied to me
by the Minister for Housing. In January,
1947, just prior to this Government taking
office, the number of outstanding applica-
tions for dwellings-not other types of build-
ings-was 8,634. That was as at the 1st
January, 1949. At the 31st of July last, a
month ago, the number of outstanding appli-
cations for dwellings was 22,688, which in-
dicates a tremendous increase. This is the
Government that was going to do so much
and which, through its leader, in order to
secure votes in the Hannans by-election,
told the people that it was keeping pace
with current applications and was, in fact,
picking up the leeway.

The Minister for Housing: We are build-
ing about 1,000 per year above current re-
quirements.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not care what num-
ber of houses is being built. The fact re-
minn that there are now almost three times
as 'many unsatisfied applications for dwell-
ings as there were when the Government
took office. Whether we build 1,000, 8,000 or

5,4000 houses, if the position is becoming
progressively worse then this Government,
or members of it, should not travel various
parts of the State pretending that they are
solving the problem. This matter is so
serious that it should not be the plaything
of Party politics-

The Minister for Housing: I agree.

MT. GRAHAM: -neither from one side
nor the other.

The Minister for Housing: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRAHIA : I am not seeking to
make capital out of it but the Premier
certainly attempted to do so during the
campaign for the Hannans by-election.
Members of the Government, and their
supporters, probably have recollections of
houses with cobwebs upon them in March,
1947, and therefore the thing has been
made a political football. Meanwhile the
position goes from had to worse. I am
not satisfied that all that might be done to
provide homes for the people is being done,
or even attempted. Members probably re-
call seeing in "The West Australian" not
very long ago a photograph of a home being
erected in Walcott-street, almost at the No.
19 tram terminus. That building, from the
photograph, looks like a hotel but it is a
two-storey house with two motor garages.

The Minister for Housing: It is within
the maximum squarage.

Mr. GRAHAM: Some more excuses! It
happened to be for a doctor-Dr. Gild-and
his wife. They were living in Fitzgerald-
street and bad consulting rooms and every-
thing else at that place. They were not of a
restricted size either. There were also con-
sulting rooms in St. George's-terrace and
yet a man and his wife only received a per-
mit for this tremendous two-storey struc-
ture with two motor garages attached to it.

The Minister for Housinj: The second
motor garage was a mistake on the part of
the Housing Commission.

Mr.
whole

Mr.

GRAHAM: I should say that the
damn thing was a mistake.
Leslie: Tat, tut!.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is all very well to say
that consulting rooms and other appurten-
ances to the doctors profession-and also
his wife's as she is a dentist-are necessary.
I have already pointed out that these people
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bad rooms in the city ad in North Perth.
Why did this tremendous structure have to
be built to provide facilities for their regis-
ters, for the nurse and the. rest of it when,
as members will know,. there are so many
thousands of people whose lives are being
ruined because of the conditions under which
they are living?

The Minister f or Housing: And whose
lives are being looked after by the doctors
and dentists.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know where we
will get in regard to this problem. I raised
the case of a person who, only a, few weeks
previously, 1ad arrived in this country. He
was given a rental house in South Perth
and the Minister tried to tell me, and the
Chamber, in all seriousness, that that man,
who was a minister of religion, was regarded
as essential and that he should be given a
home for himself in South Perth. This man
had no large family responsibilities but ho
was given a house in order to minister to
the spiritual needs of that community.

The Minister for Housing: I believe that
to be true. I think that religious denomina-
tions are entitled to have a resident minister
in a large ommuinity.

Mr. GRAHAM: In a community-and this
one happened to be Kensington or Hurling-
ham-'is it not possible for a minister of
religion to live somewhere else and travel
either on a push-cycle or in a motorcar to
minister to the needs of his people? Must
he have a home presented to him when so
mnany of the people whose souls he is en-
deavouring to save are being ruined men-
tally, physically and morally? If that is so,
then I say surely the time is ripe for some
drastic change in the Administration from
top to bottom, if it seeks to apologise for and
justify such a state of affairs. It was sug-
gested that there -was some need for this
doctor to have his house, his surgery and con-
sulting rooms, in that particular area, and
similarly with his wife-

[Mr. Hill took the Chair.]

Mr. Leslie: Have you told Mr. Caiwell
what you think about this?

Mr. GRAHAM: I will tell the member
for Mt. Marshall what I th~ink of him a little
later on. This doctor's residence is not the
first of its kind. There is the ease of Dr.
Hoffman in Beaufort-treet, Inglewood-
similarly a tremendous house, or palace one

might call it. The same sort of complaint
was made before the Royal Commission-
and. goodness knows that was a poor sort
of Royal Commission-as is being'repeated
at the present time. There were two people
who were prepared to sign their names and
following the Housing Commission's apol-
ogia in respect of the tremendous house in
Walcott-street. They rote to the "Daily
News" on the 7th July as follows:

We have recently made it our business as
citizens to visit people living under impossible
conditions both from a financial and accom-
modation point of view-especially in view of
the recent controversy about the large new
two-storey residence and spacious garage in
Walcott Street, Mt. Lawley.

'We took into consideration the answer given
by the State Housing Commission but this is
what we found:

People living near this palatial residence are
possibly the metropolitan area's best serviced
community as far as doctors and dentists are
concerned. There are six doctors from two
!mutes' to ten minutes' walk away and there
is one dentist a few doors away and two others
close by.I

This is the true position and we ask for a
full investigation into -why permission was
granted for the building of such an elabor-
ate residence for two people when less fortun-
ate people are living under such* appalling
conditions.

The thing may have been a mistake but,
in the name of humanity, -is it the place of
the Minister, or the Commission, to seek to
explain away or excuse such a rotten, dis-
gusting state of affairs? The Minister for
Housing should call on to the carpet before
him the officers of his department respon-
sible for permitting such a travesty of jus-
tie when he knows full well, as do those
officers, the harrowing circumstances in
-which, not a few, but tens of thousands of
people are living at present. There are
22.688 uansatisfied and outstanding applica-
tions for dwellings with each one of those
probably representing an average of four
units making a total of not very much below
100,000 people, not all of whom, hut a great
majority, are in desperate need of decent
living accommodation. That is the feature
that causes a private member to despair.
Every single member knows in his heart of
hearts that what I am saying is perfectly
plain.

I want to make it quite clear that I have
no personal axe to grind. r do not require
a permit or a release of materials on my
own account. I stand to gain nothing what-
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ever from dealing with this matter because
the more people who are given homes-
and as none are being built in the electorate
of East Perth-then the more a correspond-
ing nu mber of people are removed from my
electorate. But there is a little humanity in
my make-up and I do not know what is to
happen first, whether I am to tire and be
completely frustrated in my attempts to do
something to ease the lot of so many un-
fortunate folk, or whether somoe Government,
some day, will assume a radical outlook and
make a strong departure from the methods
now being employed.

On a number of occasions I have men-
tionedithe ease of the fim of Barrow Linton
& Co. That firm is accommodated in premises
in Wellington-street, immediately east of
George-street and it is in the electorate of
the Minister for Housing. However, I do not
kn'w whether he is aware that five residences
-occupied by families have been taken over
by that firm, one of them as a storehouse,
four of them demolished-

The Minister for Housing: I am not
aware.

Mr. GRtAHAM: -and the greater part
of the area is taken up not by a factory,
but by showroomus. Goodness knows, in
view of the shortage of building materials,
how any firm could get a permit to build
showrooms at this of all times. Progres-
sively as the tenants left the houses were
taken over by the firm, no other tenant
allowed to re-occupy them, and workmen
and other people, as members are well aware,
moved from place to place because of cer-
tain circumstances. Four of the houses
were demolished. Had there been any inspec-
tion by, the Housing Commission? Surely,
if commonsense prevails in the administra-
tion, those houses, not palatial premises, but
at least individual living units, would have
been left for people to occupy.

The Minister for Housing: Were those
houses condemned?

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know whether
they were, but if they were it alters the
circumstances not a great deal because,
unles.; the circumstances; were more than
exceptional, no local governing body would
have issued a demolition order owing to
the houng position beingx what it is to-
day. In any event, from m ,y knowledge
of those houses, there are far worse he-
ing occupied today by pec~ le who are

being refused permits for rental homes.
The Minister can see for himself there are
whole terraces of such houses all of which
are being occupied by families up to the
present day. What sort of Administration
is it that allows not only showrooms to be
built, but, in addition, permits living quar-
ters to be demolished as a prelude to Ohe con-
struction of showroom?

The Minister for Housing: I wiill find out
the facts of that case.

Mr. GRAHAM: The facts are as I have
stated them. A little further, going towards
town in Wellington-street on the same side,
as members have probably seen, Duncan
Motors, within the last few *eeks, have
had commodious premises completed for
them. The Minister can see for himself the
amount of space that is taken up for show-
rooms to display motor vehicles when men,
women sad children arc living as they are,
and when 22,688 outstanding applications
are in the hands of a Government that pre-
tends it is grappling with the situation and
overtaking the arrears. Yet there are three
times as many outstanding applications now
as there were when this Government took
office.

I realise that there are many calls made
upon the officers of the State Housing Com-
mission and that it is possible fdr things to
go wrong. I can quote along list, and good-
ness knows I have given no less than 50
or more examples in this Chamber at one
time or another, of cases which might be
apologised for, excused, and endeavours made
to have them explained away either by the
Minister or the officers of the Commission.
But I repeat that every single member must
know that basically those decisions are
wrong. The pretexts that are submitted as
the reasons are mere flimsy excuses. I ap-
preciate that Al sorts of things can go
wrong and mistakes can he made in Gov-
ernment departments as well'as elsewhere.
I do not mind mentioning names in respect
of eases that I refer to. There is a person,
known to a number of members on the Op-
position side of the House, named Gilbooley.

Mr. Leslie: Is he Irish?

The Minister for Education: I thought you
said "hooey."

Mr. GRAHAM: This man, who is known
to the member for Maylands in all proba-
bility, bought a house in that suburb. Hes
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sought to obtain possession of it and he ap-
proached the court. The matter was ad-
journed from time to time, and finally an
eviction order was ranted. The person oc-
cupying the house, a man named Scullion,
had naturally approached the Housing Com-
mission looking for accommodation on ac-
count of the possibility of his eviction, and
of the probable decision by the court in
favour of the owner. As the time drew near
when the eviction would take place in ac-
cordance with the court order, Mr. Gilbooley
made some inquiries at the Housing Com-
mission. He was told to wait while the
officer secured the appropriate file. He was
then informed that there was -no prospect of
Mr. Scullion being granted a house

Two days later, Mr. Gilbo~oley went to
bin house to look at it and found that Mr.
Scullion was not there. He ascertained that
the man had been gone for ten or 12 days and
he inquired where he had gone. He found
that the gousing Commission had granted
Mr. Scullion a house at Midvale, or some-

'where thereabouts, notwithstanding that a
week before Mr. Scullion was actually in
possession of the house, although he had
been told by the Housing Commission that
there was very little, if any, chance of his
securing another dwelling. Mr. Gilooley
had a sense of humour'nl so he -rang up
the Housing Commission again and asked
how his particular proposition was going
on in respect of his tenant getting a house.
The reply was, "We are very sorry, but we
are afraid, in view of the great number of
applicants suffering outstanding hardships,
that there will be very little prospect of Mr.
Scullion being granted a borne." I make
most of my approaches by way of corres-
pondence or the telephone, and it just makes
me wonder how many times, when files are
referred to, the statements made to the in-
quirers are just so many figments of the
imagination on'the part of the officers con-
cerned.

The Minister for Housing: Bat the man
bad succeeded in getting a home.

Mr. GRAHAM: An experience of this
sort may be rare, hut I mention it as some-
thing that has happened.

The Minister for Housing: It is a happy
story.

The Minister for Education: And one
swallow does not make a summer.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so. I am not lend-
inig emphasis to it; but I am in deadly
earnest regarding the types of buildings
the erection of which is permitted while
at the same time theme arc many thousands
of deserving cases requiring attention. I
say, there is an utter lack of responsibility
evident in the fact that, with the Minister's
consent, controls have been lifted from so
many essential building materials. Because
of that, persons who have already received
permits and have houses partly constructed
or about to he started haie to wait for six
months or more before being able to pro-
cure the materials necessary for the work.

The Minister for Housing: And that was
done on the advice of all the best authorities
obtainable.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am just wondering. I
remember that one of my first comments on
housing was -when I felt a measure of dis-
satisf action. On that occasion I proposed
that perhaps two members of Parliament,
one from either side of the House, should
be appointed to the State Housing Comnmis-
sion. No-one knows better than members
of Parliament who represent metropolitan
constituencies such as mine-let me say at
once that I am not manoenvring for any
such appointment if it were contemplated,
because I have some conception of how
difficult the position would be-what the
situation really is. With the State Housing
Commission-as with the Prices Commission,
the Licensing Court and with practically
every public administrative body-there is
on it no-one really representing the ordinary
man and woman. Advice is tendered in
respect of certain matters by whom? By
architjcets, builders, contractors, certain
officials, hardware firms and so on, all of
whom look Upon matters coldly. They all
have vested interests in the problem-I say
it in no disrespectful manner-but what
about the poor people who are suffering?
There is no opportunity provided so tha-t
they can express themselves. There is no
need to talk about the Prices Commission
with respect to what is going on. Again I
say that a great deal of the trouble is that
thec people who 'are being penalised or, in
the event of appropriate action not being
taken, who could he penalised, arc without
any voice at all.
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The Minister for Education: Are there
not members of a trade union and the R.S.L.
on the Housing Commission, and are they
not interested in this?

Mr. GRAHAM: I have already mentioned
the position of the secretary of the Plumbers'
Union, who is a member of the State Housing
Commission. His primary job is to repre-
sent the building trades workers. He is there
in that capaeity.

The Minister for Education: You cannot
tell me that he has no interest in these prob-.
lems, or that the R:S.L. is not interested.

Mr. Nimmo: Or the lady member, too.

Mr. G1RAHEAM: I wonder how much the
lady member knows.

The Minister for Housing: She gets her
full share.

Mr. Nimmno: Yes, morning, noon and
night.

Mr, GRAHAM: If these people know
of the hardships, or of a majority of them,
how can there be the preposterous propos-
tions that emanate froma themn so frequently
and almost invariably? I could take the
Minister about the metropolitan area and
show him buildings. I would guarantee that
he could convince no impartial person that
those buildings were warranted in view of
the circumstances that apply to so many of
our people. I refer to motor service stations
and so f orth. Take the f erry across to
South Perth, and just 100 yards or so from
the jetty one tan see A motor garage which
was almost entirely reconstructed. Bricks
and roofing and other materials were used
for the purpose. I watched it being erected
whilst the Royal Commission on RHousing
was sitting, but the Commissioner was not
sufficiently interested to inspect it.

The Minister for Housing: Services must
be kept going.

Mr. GRAHAM: But there was already
a service station; it had not been burnt
down or destroyed. This was a luxury re-
modelling. T can quote many other instances,

The Minister for Housing: Are you re-
ferring to Eddy Brost

Mr. GRAHAM: No.
The Minister for Housing:- Then that is

another ease.
Mr. GRAHAM: Yes. The bricks and

other materials used in that instance
amounted to an absolute scandal.

The Minister for Housing: Eddy Bros.
were before the Royal Commission.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes. I think the matter
was given unfavourable mention, but Mr.
Moseley did not have a look at the building.
Consider the plight of some of the people[I
I mentioned an instance where 21 people
were living in two rooms; they had lodged
an application, if my memory serves me
aright, three years previously with the Hous-
ing Commission, and the person concerned
was an e-Serviceman. There was simply
no room to stand in that house, yet these
garages and other buildings were being
erected. Still, that was Mn. Moseley!1 Mem-
hers are well aware of what happened. The
hopeless confusion that has ensued upon the
lifting of controls on building materials is
due to the fact that the Minister without
question was, barfly advised. It is remarkable
how he takes the opportunity of making an
excuse. That is what I do not like, this
waking of excuses. We had a coal strike
and the Government said, "Let us grasp
this opportunity to reinipose controls."

The Minister for Rousing: The builders
say that materials are increasing so fast that
they wish further controls removed.

The Minister for Education: A few more
artisans might be needed soon to use up the
materials.

Mn. GRAHAM: That may he so.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin. Is not the supply of

bricks more than six months behind?
The Minister for Housing: Bricks are

coming on. "Ip
H1on. J. T. Tonkin: They are more than

six months behind.

Mr. GRAHAM: And we have the same
position with respect to timber, cement, cer-
tain roofing materials, and so on. Some con-
siderable time will elapse before the short-
age is overcome. I agree that some provision
will have to he made for "n increase in the
building trade personnel. What perturbs me
is the Bill to coatinue control of building
materials now hefore the Legislative Coun-
cil. There seems to be something going on
in connection with it.

I notice that, according to "The West
Australian" of the 30th August, the Institute
of Architects and the Master Builders and
Contractors' Association arc submitting cer-
tain recommendations to the Minister for
Housing for the relaxation of controls. On
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the, following day, the 3st August, the
Building Industry Congress of Western
Australia carried resolutions that there
should be relaxation of controls. This mat-
ter was dealt with for three successive days
in the morning paper. The W.A. Builders'
Guild expressed agreement with the motion
that controls should he relaxed. However,
not having read "H1ansard" to ascertain what
-has been said in this Chamber the Legisla-
tive Council usually takes its cue from "The
West Australian." I therefore regard the
-position as somewhat ominous, because what
has been published suggests to me that the
way is being paved for the Legislative Coun-
cil to defeat the continuance Bill. It does
not require much imagination to envisage
what is likely to happen in those circum-
stances.

I now wish to turn to something a little
more Party political. Before doing so, I
want to say that never at any time have I
sought to make Party capital out of the
housing situation, or to express myself on
it except as to certain unjustifiable claims
the Government has made. I repeat that the
plight of the people is so serious, so terrible,
that no attempt should be made to use it for
political advantage. On the other hand, the
Government and the Minister resonsible
should be receptive to any suggestions, even
though there be but a grain of substance in
them. I do not know what will happen. Bear-
ing in mind our increasing tempo so far as
immigration is concerned, theme will come a
tiL ,whens buildings other than dwelling
houses: will have to be erected and a whole
generation mlight have to go without reason-
able housing accommodation, especially when
it will not be possible to postpone cempli-'
once with demolition orders made against
premises falling into hopeless disrepair.

The Minister for Housing: The migrant
labour forces will help production. They
are going into the mills and so on.

Mr. GRAHAM: A certain number is en-
gaged in timber cutting and making bricks,
and in time possibly they will provide the
necessary materials.

The Minister for Housing: I hope so.

Mr. GRAHAM: I have some figures show-
in', applications for dwellings as at certain
dates. The particulars are as follows:

Outstanding
Applications.

At lst January, 1947 ... 8.643
1948 . .. 13,781
194$ . . . 19,550

At 31st July this year . . . 22,688

Members will note the progressive- increase.
It is not remaining stationary. The posi-
tion has not been overtaken, but actually we
are retrogressing.

The Minister for Housing: No. I think
you misinterpret those figures.

Mr. GRAHAM: I will concede there are
a certain number of duplications and a cer-
tain number of people who are not suffering
really great hardship. On the other hand,
a man camne to sce me the other day for
advice as to what to do because of his
desperate housing position. The family
comprises the husband, his wife, and eight
children and they are occupying premises
the entire, area of which is probably the size
of the Minister's drawing room.

The Minister for Housing: I have no
drawing room.

Mr. GRAHAM: That man has 4t lodged
an application yet, and I daresay there are
many people suffering severe hardships who
have not yet lodged applications.

The Minister for Housing: The number
on the priority list of applications for per-
mits to build is approximately 2,800.

Mr. GRAHAM: But I should say that
without a shadow of doubt there are many
people deserving houses who are not on the
priority list. For instance, there is a young
couple who married prior to the war in 1939.
The man entered the Services before there
was any family and the couple have been
married 10 or 12 years now. Because they
have a room to themselves and are only a
two-unit family they are not regarded as a
hardship ease and accordingly have no
priority. But that young couple are having
thei lives entirely ruined; because, in the
ordinary course of events, they would have
had their little nest with two, three or four
children as the case might be. As they have
no priority yet and do not look like being in
the race for one for very many years, it will
be impossible for them to have children. I
do not know whether I mentioned it in this
Chamber before, but one of the most dis-
tressing letters I have received from any-
body came from a woman living in Ingle-
wood. There is no famnily, but the couple
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are living in circumstances similar to what
I have outlined, and there is no prospect of
her and her husband enjoying the normal
life they had both planned and hoped for.

The Minister for Housing: There are diffi-
cult cases, but two and three-unit families
get 50 per cent. of the permits to buvild.

Mr. GRAHAM. It is infinitesimal, espe-
diaily in view of there being a conistantly in-
creasing number of outstanding applications.
If any progress or real headway were being
made there would be some diminution of the
number; but there is not, and the same story
applies to other types of building as well.
Now to deal with something a little more
Party political. This Government, or i~
propaganda agents on behalf of the Parties
the Government represents, have sought to
make the people believe they are opposed to
controls; that the Labour Party goes in for.-
regimentation in a big way, and that 'the
Liberal-Country Party Government will do
something about it. I did not ask the Clerk
to undertake the wearisome task of going
into the Anatter, but I myself have gone
through some of the statutes that have been
passed this session.

Ron. J. T. Tonkin called attention to the
state of the Committee.

quorum formed.

Mr. GRAHAM: I notice that Acts have
been passed that were initiated by this "No-
Control" Government to control the market-
ing of wheat, to control the marketing of
dried fruits, to control the iron and steel
industry, to control gas undertakings, to
control the potato-growing industry, to im-
pose a censorship of films, to control prices,
to control land sales, to control tractors and
motor vehicles, to control the petrol. industry,
to control. the marketing of apples andpears,
to control the meat industry and to control
the bide and leather industry. I daresay
that is as long and imposing a list of control
measures as any State Government in the
history of Western Australia has sought to
impose. Then this Government has con-
tinued controls of building materials, lot- p
teries, economic stability, land alienation,
milk, the marketing of barley and so on.
Those controls have been perpetuatA] under
continuation measures; and there have been
others that have been passed with the sup-

-port of the Government, as, for instance,

the measure to control street photographers
that was introduced by the member for Mt.
Marshall.

This is a&Government which tells every-
body, through its various mediums of expresB-
Sion, that it is opposed to regimentation,
control, Government interference and -the
rest of it. It is akin to the housing situa-
tion. Because of a benevolent Press and
the -protection afforded, this Government is
able to get away with practically any-
thing. I will gniarantee that during the next
Federal election campaign, only a few
months hence, the members of this Govern-
ment, which has created at State record so
far as controls are concerned, will be stump-
ing this country from one end to the other,
telling the people what Labour Qovernment-,
do and what Labour Governments will do if
elected, in the way of imposing controls and
restricting the freedom of the people of this
country. When there are public media
of expression at all times ready and pre-
pared to cover up, it is possible to get away
with practically anything.

That is the position of this Government,
We have beard quite a lot, especially from
the Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping about boards. It is interesting to
have a look at the record of the Government
in respect of that matter. I have conducted
no intensive research, but merely spent a
few minutes looking through "Hansard" the
other evening in connection with this sub-
ject. I find the Rousing Commission has
been increased from five to seven. The
Wheat Industry Board of five has been
created and appointed; the Dried Fruits
Board of five has been established; there is
a Potato Committee of three; a Prices Com-
missioner; a Prices Advisory Committee of
three; a Land Sales Controller-it would
appear he will be ancient history before
very long; a Poultry Industry Conmnittee
of three; a Motor Vehicles Controller; an
Apple and Pear Marketing Board; a Hide
and Leather I-ndustries Appraisement Com-
mittee of six; the West Australian Agency
of the Australian Wheat Board, of seven;, a
Workers' Compensation Board of three; a
Workers' Compensation Premium Rates
Committee of seven, and a Railway Com-
mission of three. I think members will
agree that that is a list worthy of a Gov'-
ernmeant that has an absolute infatuation for
boards, commissions, and the like.
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The Premium' How many of them would
you wipe out?

Mr. GRAHAM: That is a different matter
altogether. It was not a qnestion of
whether they were necessary or not when
there was a Labour Government, either Corn-
rnonwealth or State, in power. We recall
the Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping when she was sitting on this side
of the House, saying that if she bad her
way, she would scrap all boards.

The. Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: So I would.

Mr. GRAHAM: I wish she would become
a little vociferous in the House when such
measures are being discussed, and perhaps
with the assistance of members on this side
something might he achieved. When the
position is analysed it will be appreciated
that a whole lot of nonsense is spoken by the
propagandists of the Liberal and Country
League, and the Country and Democratic
League, because their performances run
directly counter to their utterances. We
have to my knowledge had a dozen Royal
Commissions. There was one into the man-
agement of the Government Railways; one
into the railway workshops:. one into the
conl industry; one into workers' compensa-
tion; one into the vexed question of betting,
costing, from memory, £1,624 5s. 2d., and
nothing attempted or done; one into the milk
industry; one into the State Housing Com-
mission; one to deal with municipal boun-
daries, which laboured a lot and brought
forth a mouse.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Only a small piece
of cheese.

Mr. GRAHAM: One into the administra-
tion of police affairs; one into wheat market-
ing; one into Wundowie; and an honorary
Royal Commission into the fishing industry,

and one into the supply and distribution of
bran and pollard. That makes a total of 13
which is, again, a very commendable effort.
In addition, six Select Committees have
been appointed. They have inquired into
T.H. in cattle, bush fires, land sales, the fish-
ing industry, landliner busses-that was a
Council committee-and potatoes. It will
be seen that the Government is by no means
afraid of boards, commissions, committees
or trusts.

Han. J. T. Tonkin: You cannot blame the
Government for the commission on potatoes.

Mr. Yates. You cannot class boards with
Select Committees; they are two entirely
different things.

Mr. GRAHAM: I think it will be agreed
that we have had a plethora of boards and
committees, again constituting a record for
the State in the life of any one Parliament.

Mr. Yates: Let us all remain silent in the
future and we shall have none.

Mr. GRAHrAM- If we all remained silent
we would not have a Parliament. There is
apparently to be an attempt by the Govern-
ment to bring about that state of affairs be-
cause according to the member for Geraldton
there should be a mationing of ' speeches.
This may have been mere flag flapping on
his part, hut if I do not express myself this
evening on various matters I might not have
another opportunity. I am, therefore, speak-
ing on subjects which occur to me as being
worthy of some mention.

I next wish to deal with the question of
prices. The Minister is asleep in the Cham-
ber as he obviously is in his office when
prices matters should be considered by him.
No serious attempt has been made to police
prices control. I read in a paper the other
day that two men made it their business to
walk around the city of Perth one afternoon.
They armed themselves with certain infor-
mation before they commenced- They dis-
covered 181 breaches of the prices regula-
tions in the afternoon. They were not officers
of the Prices Branch. I say that the Minis-
ter is not interested or concerned one jot.
Notwithstanding that. evidence was placed
before him he refused to allow prosecutions
to be launched against those who were traf-
ficking on the black market in land sales.

The Attorney General: That is a lie.

Mr. GRAHAM: That sort of thing is
easy to say. I gave all of the particulars,
including names and addresses, with regard
to a concrete case.

The Attorney General: To me?

Mr. GRAHfAM: Yes, a communication
was addressed to the Attorney General. All
the particulars will be found in "Hansard."
From memory I think the member for South
Frenmantle mentioned another case. I say
there is sufficient evidence of these things
because everybody, other than the Prices
Branch itself, seems to be aware of breaches
of the regulations. I want to make it per-
fectly clear that I have never-had a great
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deal of confidence in the department. It
was doing some sort of a job under Federal
control, but it is particularly useless at pro-
Bent. Even under Federal control I felt it
was not giving satisfactory service and when
I was president of the Perth Trades Hall,
as I was for four years, I eventually refused
to take part in any deputation to the Prices
Branch, because of the hopelessness and
futility of approaching it and because of
the weak arguments and excuses invariably
submitted by the officials. Propositions that
could not be supported or proved-entirely
unsubstantiated in any respect-were suffi-
dient grounds on which to more than double
the retail price of a certain commodity, and
so I refused to have anything further to do
with the Prices Branch.

Apart from allowing prices to incr~asc
generally, this Government has played an
inglorious part in raising charges over 'which
it has control. Although I have nothing
like a complete list, the other evening I
jotted down a number of items from memory.
This Government -has increased the charges
in respect Of the following matters; electric
light and power, gas, railway fares and
freights, tram fares-which includes the
busses-shipping fares and freights, land
tax, vehicle licenses, third party insurance
premiums, Orchard charges, deed poll and
change of name charges, MeNess housing
rentals, Crown grant fees under the Land
Act, fees for the -registration of auctioneers
and bakers, fees for the registration of fac-
tories and shops, charges for the registra-
tion of land agents, marine dealers, money-
lenders, pawnbrokers, secondhand dealers
and so on, in addition to which, through the
State Transport Board, a Government instru-
mentality, there have been some considerable
increases in the transport charges imposed
by private bus companies.

Mr. Yates: It is only natural, with the
prices of everything else going up.

Mr. GRAHAM: Some of the rises have
been unnatural.

Mr. Yates: Some have, I agree.

Mr. GRAHAM: As long as it is an in-
crease in price, it is all right with the Prices
Branch and the Mininster in charge.

Mr. Yates: I do not think so.
Mr. GRAHAM: We agreed a moment

ago, but now we disagree. All because of
the lack of control, and lack of desire to

control on the p&a of the Minister, the badea
wage has been doing all sorts of things. It
has generally been regarded as an approxi-
mate measure of the value of money and as
reflecting the prices of commodities in
general use. I find that in the three years
immediately following the cessation of hosti-
lities, when Servicemen -were returning in
their thousands -with money to spend on cele-
brations and on the purchase of all sorts of
things, the greatest increase in the basic
wage for any quarterly adjustment was 3s.
Since the State has taken over control of
prices the greatest quarterly increase has
been 6s. Id. While the Commonwealth had
control of price, though admittedly the
basic wage was increasing all the time, the
quarterly increase averaged less than Is. 6d.,
but, in the short period this Government has
had control, the increase has averaged nearly
4s. per quarter.

The Attorney General: And we have had
the 40-hour week.

Mr. GRAHAM: Here come all the old
excuses again.

The Attorney General: It is a question of
facts. You know that.

Mr. GRAHAM: I know perfectly well
that in 1047 when the Labour Government
said it could not cope -with the number of
persons requiring houses, as so many thou-
sands of people were engaged in the Fight-
ing Services or in providing the things the
Armny required, it was not listened to by the
Attorney General or any of his supporters.
There was a straight-out condemnation of
the Labour Government, but now we are
getting excuses in large numbers. The fact'
remains that the rate of quarterly increase
in the basic wige has been about 150 per
cent. greater since this Government took
office than it was prior to that, when the
Commonwealth had control.

Mr. Yates: Has it been the same in all
the States?

Mr. GRAHAM: I have no idea, and in
any case, our deliberations here can have no
effect on the other States. If the member
for Canning has evidence to adduce in that
respect, he can submit it at a later stage,
when the Attorney General's Estimates are
being dealt with. At the tiine~of the refer-
endumn the basic wage in this State was £E5
15s. 9d. for the metropolitan area, and it is
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now £0 1s. 2d. In May last year, when
addressing meetings in support of the Com-
monwealth's referendum proposals-I was
laughed at-I said that the basic wage in
Western Australia would exceed £7 by the
end of the next year, which of course meant
the end of 1949. 1 feel confident that the
guess I made then was absolutely accurate.
I do not think anyone will be more sur-
prised than will the Attorney General if the
basic wage is less than £7 by the end of this
year.

There is a state of affairs developing to
which the Premier or perhaps his successor
will have to pay attention. It will be re-
called that, because of the parlous financial
plight of members of Parliament, the
Premier took steps-for which I once again
express my appreciation-to make some
additional provision for members of Parlia-
ment. The cost of living, as mpeasured by
the basic wage, has increased 22 per cent.
since that adjustment was made. At that
time we were receiving £700 per annumn and
we were awarded £1,000. The sum of
£1I,220 would be required today to give the
same purchasing power as £1,000 at the time
when the determination was made by the
tribunal. Therefore members such as I
who depend entirely on my Parliamentary
allowance-and I know I am not the only
one by any means-ame actually suffering to
the extent of over £C4 per week in purchasing
power. To a very great extent, we are in
much the same position as we were when
the last adjustment was made. I do not
anticipate, and I do not ask the Government
to take any action this session hut, with the
progressive depreciation of the pound, I feel
that serious consideration will have to be
given so that something can be done in the
next session of Parliament.

I am quoting our own circumstances be-
cause we naturally appreciate them best, but
there are other persons on fixed incomes and
I am wondering whether, instead of deter-
mining an amount, perhaps the basic wage
multiplied by a certain factor would be a
better approach. For instance, an Arbitra-
tion Court president may receive the basic
wage multiplied by seven, and at the time the
determination is made that may be the ratio
between the two sums. Therefore, I would say
that on the 1st July of each year, whatever
the basic wage happened to be then, the
various classes of fixed salaries could be
adjusted on that basis. Whether members

of Parliament are reaching the stage of
bankruptcy, or at any rate finding it exceed-
ingly difficult to make ends meet, surely it
should not be necessary to reach that stage
before something in attempted and under-
taken. The judges we have in this State
also receive fixed salaries, as do quite a num-
ber of other employees of the Crown, and I
think it only fair, as itost salaries are
adjusted one way or the other in accordance
with the cost of living, that their's, should
follow suit. We have rapid changes today
and some arrangement should be made to
deal with the situation. The basic wage
was only £5 99. 3d. at the time members of
Parliament received their last adjustment,
so some conception of what has happened
can be gained from that.

Of course, prices naturally have a great
effect upon the basic wage. Without reflect-
ing in any way whatever upon the personnel
of the court, I think that the basic wage is
something in the nature of a swindle and I
wilt give my reasons for that statement.
The first basic wage in this State was de-
clhxred in 1926. Under the heading of rent
-and that was covering a four or five-
roomed brick house, as well as wood, and in
the words used "ordinary unfurnished dwel-
lings in a good state of repair and with all
ordinary conveniences occupying fair situa-
tionis"-91 per week was set down. In 1949,
23 years later, the item of rent appearing
in the basic wage is £1 Os. Id. In other
words, in the last 23 years, rents have in-
creased by Id. only. And this £1 Os. 1d.
for which it is possible to get houses today
is to cover "ordinary dwellings in a good
state of repair and with ordinary conveni-
enesa occupying fair situations." I say the
position is absolutely absurd. No houses
are obtainable at such a ridiculously low
rental. To suggest that a formula is used
that shows an increase of Id. per week since
1926 is too absurd to debate.

In 1939, at the outbreak of war, rentals
were supposed to be 19s. 10d. or 19s. ld.
In other words, rents have gone up 3d. a
week since the outbreak of war. I wonder
who would believe it, other than the statisti-
cian's department or the Arbitration Court.
And yet, because there is something, obvious
to everybody, so fallacious in the material
employed in assessing the basic wage, the
workers of Western Australia must, without
question, be in the position of being robbed
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to the tans of apthing las than 10.. per
wek. After all, there 'are only a limited
number of houses obtainable at this very
all rental, and they certainy would not be

"ordinary dwelliugs in a good state of repair
occupying fair situations," even at 30s. a
week today. Look at building permits, and
prics; similarly there is no control of -rents
other than on paper. Surely that ouggests
that there is something radically and badi-
eally wrong and a hardship is being imposed
upon the workers of this country.

But that is Dot all. It is, I uniderstand,
the declared policy of the Government that
every endeavour must be made to keep the
basic -wage as low as possible, by exercising
the strictest control over the items which
comprise the basic wage. Of course, if that
is done, it means the infliction of a hard-
ship-and do not forget the basic wage is a
meagre standard of living-upon people who
are unable to bear it. Members might recall,
several weeks ago, reading that there had
been an increase in the price of bread. They
may have noticed that the increase applied
to all types of loaves other than the 2 lb.
loaf. I wonder if it occurred to anybody to
ask himself why? I say it was deliberate
policy. The reason is that the 2 lb. loaf is
the one that is taken into account when
assessing the basic wage.

So, notwithstanding that the price of
bread has increased, it is rlot reflected in the
basic wage. Practically all homes take the
half loaves on which the price has been in-
creased. No account is taken of that in the
compilation of the basic wage. The people
who will score will be the hotels, 'restaurants
and cafes because they buy the 2 lb. and 4 lb.
double loaves. The working people who
depend upon the basic wage, notwithstand-
ingr that a basic article or commodity has in
subsitance increasied in price, will not enjoy
the benefit of a corresponding increase in
the basic wage. What is true of bread is
also true of other items. flence my remarks
that the basic wage is a swindle and
grossly unfair. Of course, this policy
has the effect perhaps of keeping wages
down but not prices. When I mentioned
earlier that I was going to ay something
about prices a member interjected, "Yes,
beer has gone up a penny a bottle." Once
again I am at a loss to understand how the
Prides Branch arrived at its determination
in that instance. An increase has been
granted to the Swan Brewery which is a

model employer and as a&firm itxtrexely
generous in granting any req~ that is
made of it. I am not interested iTits shares
because I have no cash available to purchase
them. But I am informned by a person who
has same share that the original 5s. sbaresi
are today worth 37a. So hard pressed is
that company that an increase in the price
of the commnodityi it dispenses has been
granted fry the Prices Branch. I will leave
that thought'for members to contemplate.

Eon. A. H. Panton: Why not knock off
drinking beer I

11r. GRAHAM: Something has been said
by earlier speakers on both sides of the
House, to my recollection, of the position of
private members and the insignificant part
that they play in the Government and the
administration of the affairs of State. There
are so 'many boards and committees of one
sort or another appointed, espeeially by thisq
Government, that surely members of 'Parlia-
meat who are of the people, appointed by
them and who are in such close touch with
them, are ideally equipped and qualified to
express their viewpoint. Surely, too, there
should be others than those who occupy the
Ministerial Bench actually participating in
the administrative work of the State. I
want to make it perfectly clear that where
it is a matter of determining policy or any-
thing of like nature that obviously is the
responsihility of the Government and nobody
else.

It has occurred to me that there could be
members of Parliament on the Housing
Commission, the Prices Commission, if it

Owere extended, the Metropolitan Markets
Board, the State Transport Board, the
Gardens Board and so on. Surely members
have the interest, the qualifications and the
point of view fitting for them to express an
opinion that would be of advantage to the
State. It might give a little hope and
enconragement to private members, quite
a number of whom, to my personal
knowledge, after serving over 20 -years in
the' service of the State, have departed
fromn our presence without any partici-
pation in anything whatsoever other-than
having acted as messengers or agents for
their electors and made speeches in this
House. As to doing any practical admini-
strative work, nothing is recorded to their
credit.
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How extraordinary it is that a member
for a certain district, on becoming a Minis-
ter, is prepared to ride rough shod into and
through another member's electorate without
consulting him in any way whatsoever! The
Minister for Works is the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin and I represent the electors
of East Perth. I am elected by the people
of East Perth. I am in a position to express
the viewpoint of those people; I am respon-
sible for their welfare and yet the member
for Williazus-Narrogin, just because as a re-
sult of circumstances he becomes a Minister
is able, through his department, to turn my
electorate upside down if he so wishes. Of
course, the same would apply to other Minis-
ters. For instance, a number of acres on
the river foreshore at East Perth were re-
sumed by the Public Works Department for
the State Electricity Commission.

The first I knew about that was thirough a
protest from the people in the area con-
cerned. I do not consider such action is
right or fair. There are certain ideas that
the people affected had and always had as
to what was to be done with the foreshore
when it was reclaimed. But I, as member
for the district, was to learn that 32 acres
were to be resumed for the purposes of the
State Electricity Commission and for what
reasons I knew not and still do not know.
Even the State Electricity Commission is
not aware of the reasons but there may be
unsightly buildings and goodness knows
what put there to the utmost dismay of the
people residing in the vicinity and of those
who have ani eye to beauty. They want to
see a strip, as broad as possible, of green
lawns and gardens skirting the Swan River.
However, that action was taken without the
advice of or consultation with the member
for the district.

There was some mention in the Press of
taking over some round for the establish-
mnent of a native girls' home. Again, the
first I knew of that proposal was through
an elector of mine who complained to me. I
informed that person that I did not think
there was any substance in his complaint
because I could not imagine the Govern-
ment's establishing a native girls' home in the
locality, especially in view of the fact that
there bjs been a large area resumed by it
in East Victoria Park for that purpose.
Bat once again the member for the district
was in nio way consulted.

Recently 41/ acres of land were resumed
for the purpose of extending the tramway
car barn. The first knowledge that the
member for the district has is that he reads
an article in the Press to the effect that
action has been taken to have that land
resumed. I do not know whether one should
be patient and wait for the turn of the
wheel and then reciprocate by placing a
gaol or some other like institution in an
electorate of a member of the Opposition.
I feel that because a member has been pro-
moted to the Ministry, that should not give
him undisputed right to trespass on another
member's electorate, and set in motion all
sorts of proposals that it must he recognised
would cause a certain amount of con-
cern to the people residing there. I do
not think it is right* or fair. Surely
members elected to this Chamber can be
trusted with certain informiationt I do not
suggest that they should be able to make de-
cisions, but I think there is courtesy due td
them whoever they may be. I have quoted
several instances that affect me and probably
other members could recite lists of where the
Government has trespassed on their respec-
five territories.

I am concerned, as I have stated, with the
rights and conditions of private members.
I was therefore interested to hear oh the pro-
posals by the member for Geraldton with
regard to the rationing of speeches. That
hon. member is scarcely ever in the Chamber,
whezher it be early or late. If he is really
concerned about the rights and privileges
of members as he stated, I suggest he should
concentrate his attention more on the Gov-
ermnent which has denied us the Address-in-
reply debate, which means that we have the
task-not a very easy one for the speaker
and possibly not less easy for those who
have to listen to him-of making two
speeches in one. It is all very unpleasant
but the responsibility rests with the Govern-
ment for creating the situation, and sup-
porters of the Government know it just as
wvell as do Ministers themselves. If the Gov,
ernorent is not going to play the game with
members, then it must expect some retalia-
tion.

The other night the member for Pilbara
spoke at some length and he provoked an
interjection from the Attorney General to
the effect that his speech was practically all
reading-which was pretty true. I would me-
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mind the Minister that he and at least two
of his colleagues do not make speeches but
read papers to the House. Perhaps the dis-
ease is catching, and th4t is why the member
for Pilbara. made such extensive references
not to notes but to quotatons.

There was a certain gentleman in the pub-
lie gallery a matter of minutes ago and I
was hoping that he would still be there be-
cause I intend to say a, few words about the
subject of communism. I repeat what I
have said on a former occasion, that the Gov-
ernment dud the Liberal Party movement
generally will realise one day that by cry-
ing "wolf" too often, they will do damage
that they may regret as a result of linking
the Labour movement with communism or, to
give the complete link, Labour, nationalisa-
tion and socialism with communism. The
Government is rendering a great dis-
service, as are its propagandists, becauseL it
knows perfectly well that the Labour Party
will have no truck with communists. As a
matter of f act, as soon as they are foiind
out, they are immediately expelled from the
organisation. The Labour Party opposes
them in every respect and there is less simil-
arity between the ideals of the communist
party and the Labour Party than there is
between the Labour Party and the Liberal
Party. Everyone knows that.

In the game of political football one raises
scares, and in the ordinary course of events
that is quite all right. With repect to the
communists, however, the menace is serious.
Some day -when a really earnest and truth-
Lul call goes out to the people, they will
snap their fingers and laugh in the Govern-
ment's face because they will have heard
the story so often that they will regard it as
just so much bluff again. .They will regard
it merkly as propaganda on the part of the
anti-Labour forces. The member for Middle
Swan is one who has been guilty of some
of those things of which the member for
Irwin-Moore complains.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: He will be using
Russian petrol soon.

Mr. Grayden: You offer me some!

*Mr. GRAHAM: The other night the mem-
ber for Irwin-Moore displayed some con-
cern about the dignity of Parliament and the
working of this democratic machine. I am
sure he could have gained some additional
information in that respect from the re-

marks of his colleague the member for
Middle Swan for the purpose of bolstring
his charges, because of the allegations be
made against the Labour Party and certain
members of it respecting the matter of com-
munism. The member for Middle Swan, so
far as I am concerned, based his charge on
particular questions I asked the Minister for
Education in his capacity as Minister in
charge in nationsl fitness. I make no
apology for those questions, the measons for
which I will explain in due course, At the
moment I will state how those questions
came to be asked.

There is a certain professional man car-
rying on business in Hay-street, Perth. He
is not a member of the Labour Party or, for
that matter, a member of the communist
party. He may, or may not, belong to the
Liberal Party. Hie happens to be of the
Jewish faith. He noticed that certain action
was proposed by the Allied Youth Council
against the Eureka Youth League on account
of the political opinions alleged to he held
at least by the principals of that body. This
Jew feared that it might be the commence-
ment of what would ultimately lead to preju-
dices being roused and possibly action taken
against Jewish people. Some things hare
very small beginnings. At all events, that
was his concern. As I said, he is a pro-
fessional man in Perth, and he asked me
whether the Minister could do something
about it. I replied that I did not know but
that I would address a number of ques-
tions to the Minister. I did so and con-
veyed the answer to that professional man.
That is the beginning and the end of it.
However, because I asked those questions
on behalf of a person who, incidentally,
is -not a constituent of mine but has been
known personally to mne for 20 years, the
member for Middle Swan regards that as
sufficient ground upon which to base a
charge of my being associated in some way
with the communist party or having sym-
pathies with its cause.

Mr. Grayden: They used to march in the
Labour, Day processions.

Mr. GRAHAM: So did a number of
other bodies in no way related to the Aus-
tralian Labour Party. But do niot let uas
get wide of the mark. The charges of the
member for Middle Swan were based on
the questions I asked 6f the Minister for
Education. What the member for Middle
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Swan says is harmless enough, and people
who hnow him, or of him, would take no
notice of it. But there is another gentle-
man who frequents the public gallery from
time to time and who has a rostrum on the
Perth Esplanade where he gives vent to
his feelings and views from time to time.
I refer to Mr. Viv. James. He, probably
unaware of all the circumstances, has been
using those charges and rash statements
of the member for Middle Swan.

Mr. Grayden: They were all substan-
tiated, every one of them.

Mr. GRAHAM: No. The member for
Middle Swan drew certain conIclusions

Mr. Grayden: They were right and you
know it.

Mr. GRAHAM: He drew those conclu-
sions from questions I asked of the 'Minis-
ter. Allow me to proceed. This person on
the Perth Esplanade, basing his comments
on the sort of tommyrot spoken by the
member for Middle Swan-

Mr. Grayden: He was on very sound
ground.

Mr. GRAHAM: -made suggestions-
Mr. Grayden: On sound ground.

Mr. GRAHAM: How does the hon. mem-
ber know he made them on sound ground
when I have not told him what was said?
It shows the type of irresponsible person
the member for Middle Swan is.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What about knock-

ing off I
Mr. Grayden: The member for East

Perth is starting to ramble.
Mr. Hoar: That is the way to wake him

lup.

Mr. GRAHAM: As soon as the elections
are over, the member for Middle Swan will
disappear from public life probably for all
time and the better it will be for this Cham-
ber.

Mr. Yates: What a pious hope!
Mr. GRAHAM: If the 'member for

Middle Swan has finished, I can make the
third or fourth attempt to continue. This
person James, without a proper knowledge
of the circumstances, is making innuendoes
that the member for East Perth is kindly
disposed to the communists, and is in sym-
pathy with 'them. That is the suggestion
behind his statements. Incidentally, at one

time he tied up his statement with certain
sectarian charges-typical of the man!I As
members are aware, and I say this seri-
ously, to pin the communist label on a per-
son today, especially if he is in public life,
is capable of destroying him for ever.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Don't be frightened!

Mr. GRAHAM; It would, if it became
sufficiently fixed in the minds of the ill-
informed. I contemplated taking action
,in Parliament if there was any repetition
of it, but after consultation with the
Speaker and the Clerk of the Assembly
I decided against that course. This man
James surely must appreciate what it means
falsely to pin the label of communism upon
a member of Parliament. Yet wilfully he
didf it and wilfully on a later Sunday he
repeated it. It was a despicable, con-
temuotible action on his part, but typical
of the man. While constitutionally he had
the right to do so, when the member for
Leederville was elected to the Ministry he
nominated against him shortly after the
general elct ions. Fortunately, however,
the procedure has been altered since then,
but I think it is practically unheard of to
oppose a member of Parliament in such
circumstances.

Only a man of the mental stature of
this fellow James would do it, the person
who pinned the conmmunist label upon me
and the Federal member for Perth, Mr.
Burke. He suggested that he did so be-
cause of the dictum of the Pope that Arch-
bishop Prendiville should excommunicate
both of us because of our sympathies with
communists and communism, That is the kind
of tripe this person talks but a number of
unthinking persons who frequent the Es-
planade on Sunday afternoons take notice
of it. They talk with their cobbers and say,
"I heard the other afternoon that so and so
is supposed to be a bit of a comma." That
sort of thing spreads like wildfire. in con-
cluding this subject I would say that I do
not think the member for Middle Swan has
been an adornment of this Chamber and I
hope, in view of the irresponsibility he has
displayed here on the great majority of
occasions, that the Federal elections are not
fat distant.

Mr. Grayden: Your trouble is that you
like to run with the hare and hunt with the
hounds.

Mr. Hoar: Don't be silly!
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Mr. GRAHAM: In ease the member for
Middle Swan considers he has got hold of
something derogatory to me or to my poli-
tical activities, or any of my other activi-
ties" I challenge him at any time, in any
place, to charge me with having affiliations
other than those I n'ow hold and which I
have bald all my life.

Mr. Yates: What right have you to
criticise what a man does, provided he is
obeying the law?

Mr. Grayden: You rfun with the bare and
hunt with the hounds.

Mr. GRAHAM: This person James im-
mediately concluded that the member for
Middle Swan knew something about the
member for East Perth, end that is suffici-
ent for him to make a story of it on the
Esplanade. That is neither faitC nor deeent.
After all, we can disagree, and disagree vio-
lently, over political' matters, but there is
not a tittle of evidence or truth behind those
charges. No man should make misleading
statements of that sort.

Mr. Grayden: But you want socialism.
How does communism differ from socialismI
It would be interesting to know. That will
give you some scope for the next hour, pos-
sibly.

'Mr. GRAHAM: 'Yes. After I have been
refreshed with breakfast later in the morn-
ing I may feel disposed to devote a little
attention to that subject. On many occasions
I have stated that the communists are the
Liberal Party's secret weapon. That Party
would be practically speechless at the
forthcoming election if it did not have the
communist party and communism as a, peg
on which to hang its hat. There is no appeal
to reason by Conservatives hut only appeals
to emotion.

Hlon. A. R. G. Hawke: Commotion!

Mr. GRAHAM: So attempts are made to
scare people; and it does not matter how
big the lie, or how exaggerated the picture,
because there is nothing else that the
Conservative element in the community
can submit, it must embark on tactics
of that kind. This is £ changing world,
a moving world, a world where atomic
energy is coming to the fore; and un-
like Mr. Casey, the Federal President
of the Liberal Party, would have it,'
there is no going back- In the last ten years
the world has gone forward 50 to 100 years,
and yet there are people who would seek to

return to the old way of things. It is ipoe-
sible. The supporters- of this Government
fumed and fulminated against controls but
they have foubd, because of the altered cir-
cumstances of the period in which we are
living, that they have broken all previous
records in the number of controls that have
been imposed in the short time it has been
in office.

That is why ourprogressive thought, pro-
vided it keeps a tempo somewhat akin to the
outlook of the people, must always succeed
even though it does have occasional rebuffs.
It will be found that matters vigorlusly op-
posed by Conservative thought years ago
arc now today accepted and defended by
Conservatives; and it will be ever so. Con-
servative thought has the effect only of de-
laying, to the disadvantage of the people,
very many necessary reforms. I have men-
tioned bow the Liberal Party needs the com-
munists in order to win elections.

Mr. Nimmo: We an do without them.
Mr. GRAHAM: I will guarantee that the

Liberal Party would have no policy to sub-
mit to the electors at the forthcoming Fed-
eral election if the communists and commun-
ism had never been heard of. In order that
the Liberal Party may have a battle-cry,
the communists and communism are neces-
sarly.

4r. Nimmo: You can keep them; we do
not want them; we will win without them.

Mr. GRAHAM1: The Federal President
of the Liberal Party-I do not know how
that is related to the Liberal and Country
League-

Mr. Niunno: It is a branch.
Mr. GRAHAM, If they have -different

names, I do not know how one can be a
branch of the other, hut we will assume
that is so. 'Mr. RI. G. Casey, the Bengal
tiger, is Federal President of the Liberal
Party.

Mr. Nimnio: Aman Britain was proud of.
Mr. GRAHAM:- On the 16th Augus t last

he stated-
Claims that some organisations are raising

and spending funds for "political purposes",
prompted the conference to reaffirm the
party's refusal to accept donations from such
sources.
I understand the annual subscription to the
Liberal Party is 10s.I

Mr. Nimmo: It is 2s. 6d. That is what
it costs me.
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Mr. GRAMAM: I have estimated con-
servatively that the Liberal Party is spend-
ing in Western Australia money at the rate.
of £100,000 a year, that is 'without any
electioneering, because there bas been no
campa ign this year, which means that the
Liberal Party throughout the Coinmon-
wealth is spending somewhere between one
and a half million and two million pounds
a year on general propaganda work.

Mr. Grayden: Is that about as reliable
as the rest of the information you have
given us?

Hon. A. R. G. Hawike: The member for
Middle Swan has a special source of income.

Mi. GRAHAM: He makes a pretty speech
and receives a cheque for £1,000, so one
member of his Party told me. . There is no
denial, so apparently it is true. I will give
an indication of the manner in which the
Liberal Party's money is spent. So far as
broadcasting is. concerned, talks are given
over the air at frequent intervals by Liberpi
Party speakers. There are women's sessions
and there is a Liberal quiz session. There
is a John Henry .Austral session which is
heard over practically every station in the
State-and broadcasting time is exceedingly
expensive. All sorts of parties and social
functions are held. I -have seen them at
barbecues and other gatherings of that
nature. I have seen an advertisement of
a meeting which will interest the member
for Leederville. It read-"Liberal Party
public luncheon. Lunch provided today at
1 p.m. to 2 p.m. in the Leederville town
hall, Cambridge-street. All welcome."

Mr. Nimmno: And we had a good crowd
too; it was very enjoyable.

Mr. GRAHAM: Offering the inducem eat
of free meals to get people along to listen
to propaganda is a matter of expense.

Mr. Nimmo: Did you say free meals?

Mr. GRAHAM1: So far as organisations
are concerned, there are so many of them
that it is impossible to keep touch with
them. There is the Institute for Public
Affairs, the Sane Finance League, the Citi-
tens' Rights Association and the Banking
Employees Anti-Socialisation Committee.

*Mr. Nim me: Are they all owned by the
Liberal PartyI

Mr. ORAHAM1: As if they are not? The
Banking Employees Anti-Socialisation Com-
mittee is rather an amusing organisation.

Its members receive liberal grants of money
from their bosses in order to publish their
news sheet and undertake their other work.
But whenever they need some improvement
in their working conditions, the bank em-
ployees come oxi all fours to the Perth
Trades Hall and enlist the support of an
official of the Labour movement to take their
ease before the Arbitration Court.

[Mr. Brand took the Chair.]

Mr. Orayden:- They are union members
and pay. union fees.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I bet they do not-
not to the Trades Hall!

Mr. GRAHAM: The fact remains that
while they take money from the bosses for
political reasons to fight the Labour Party,
when they require assistance in the earning
of their daily bread they invariably make
approaches to the Perth Trades Hall.
They, poor dupes, are taken in by their em-
ployers. They probably consider they are
winning favours at the hands of the manage-
ment by undertaking the campaign they are
carrying out. As if bank employees would
know the first thing about banking policy
and how the financial and economic system
works! I spoke to a Liberal gentleman some
time ago, and he told inc that in England the
dopiest son of a family was put into a bank.

The Minister for Lands: That is not cor-
rect. They put you inko the Lands Depart-
ment.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is where they
pu t youlI

Mr. GRAHAM: As the morning wears on,
I shall have something to say about the Min-
ister for Lands.

The Minister for Lands: That will suit
me. You always talk tripe.

Mr. GRAHAM: There is a host of pub-
lications in support of the Liberal Party.
One is called "Hard Comment" and another
is the "'Liberal News." In addition, there is
the "Bank -Employees' Sheet," the "News
Review," the Constitutional League's book-
lets, and the brochures issued by the Institute
of Public Affairs, and so on. These things
must cost thousands of pounds. If it is
suggested that the 2s. 6id. per annum covers
the cost, then members of the Liberal Party
must think we are most gullible.

Mr. Grayden: You know that not one of
them is connected with the Liberal Party.
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Mr. GRAHAM: I know something about
public organisations, and the battle they have
for funds. There is no limitation to the
funds of the Liberal Party, as the hon. mem-
ber knows. There must he about 10,000,000
members of the Party in this State, because
there are not only the present costs to be
met, but those of the election which lies
ahead. Quite a number of full-time paid
organisers are employed by the Liberal
Party. I was told that there were 21 of them
at one stage. I would say the number has
increasedl considerably. They receive £12 a
week and expenses. A piece of information2
which I heard yesterday, and which will in-
terest the member for Northam, is that an
old friend of his in the person of Major
George D. Treloar, with awAhole lot of alpha-
betical letters after his name, has been ap.
pointed an organiser of the Liberal Party.

Hion. A. Hf. Panton: He has been that for
years.

Mr. GRAHAMa: He is officially taking up
his duties. Apparently the Premier was un-
aware of it. The things that go on behind
his back I

I wish to refer now to an appointment
which, to my mind, is an utter scandal, and
a disgrace to the Attorney General. I am

suemembers will agree with me. I pro-
posed a certain person for appointment as
a commissioner for declarations. The appli-
cation was refused by the Attorney General,
as it had been previously as regards the
member for Perth. The person concerned
happens to lire in the Perth electorate. He
has been a personal friend of mine for years.
After discussing the matter with the mem-
ber for Perth, I made further represenita-
tions, whiceh were met with a refusal. I made
a seond approach, verbally, to the Attorney
General, btut again the answer was "No."
He, of course, will be aware of the person
I have in mind. Finally, the Attorney Gen-
eral said lie would give further consideration
to the matter. At that stage, there were only
three people who knew about it. They were
the Attorney General, the member for Perth
and myself, apart from the individual being
sponsored. T happened to mention to the
Attorney General that I was sponsoring the
individual for a variety of reasons. none of
which interested me personally. I said that
he did not live in my electorate, and I eon-

eluded on the note, "And furthermore, to the
best of my knowledge be is not a Labourite,
but a Liberal."

The Minister for Lands: That was pot
necessary.

Mr. GRAHAM: No, but I told him that
because I thought therei might have been
some political prejudice. I found, on check-
ing back, that this person had voted Liberal
every time in his life, except once. I told
the Attorney General that this individual
was a Liberal supporter. Within a few days,
two organisers from the Liberal Party called
at his home. They said, "We understand
you want to be appointed a commissioner for
declarations and are encountering a little
difficulty." They knew all about it. They
left him saying, "Just leave it to us; we will'
fix it up with Val." Within a few days--
apparently when the Liberal Party organ-
isers, who should have known nothing about
the matter, had reported back-I learned
from the Attorney General that he had
agreed to the appointment of this individual
as a commissioner for, declarations.

The Attorney General: You know that is
hooey.

Mr. GfRAHAM: It is nothing of the sort.
It can be proved. As if to capitalise on the
situation, a week ago the organisers went
back to this person and offered him a job
as an organiser for the Liberal Party at £12
a week-

Mr. Hoar: This is a public scandal.

The Minister for Lands: It is, and if there
is a change of Government, the hon. member
should be appointed Minister for Scandal.

Mr. GRAHAM: There was a refusal until
the politics of the person were known. I
would] like- to know how the organisers of
the Liberal Party learned that representa-
tions were being made for this man to be
appointed as a commissioner for declara-
tions, and that the Attorney General was
hedging over the matter. Following their
departure from this individual the appoint-
ment was made.

The Attorney General: You know how
hard you pressed me for that appointment
and you know the reason why he was not
appointed in the first instance, because
you saw the file.
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Mr. GRAHAM: Exactly, and that file
was still in existence when the appointment
was made. It was only-

The Attorney General: On your repre-
sentations.

Mr. GRAHAM: Exactly.
The Attorney General: Then do Dot make

nasty suggestions. When you personally
pressed me, and on your personal assur-
ance, I agreed.

Mr. GRAHAM: Precisely! It is more
than passing 'strange that the answer was
"INo"' until I mentioned that this person
was a Liberal. That was point No. 1. How
did Liberal Party agents become aware of
the fact that this man was being nominated
as a commissioner for deelaratiensY It
was after they had discussed political mat-
ters that the appointment was made, as
apparently they had satisfied themselves.

Mr. Yates: The pollee make inquiries
about candidates for the office of commis-
sioner of declarations.

Mr. GRAHAM: This bad nothing to do
with the police. That sort of thing is not
new to this Government, or to certain
members of it--seeking to take advantage
of public activities for Party gain.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Did he get the job
at £612 per weeks9

Mr. GRAHAM: No, he refused it.
Hon. A. H. Panton: Then he was a mug.
Mr. GRAHAM: I have not discussed the

matter, and therefore I do not know, but
I would not he surprised if from now on
this individual refuses to have anything to
do with the Liberal Party, either through
the ballot box or otherwise, owing to the
disgusting tricks they got up to in connec-
tion with this muatter. The member for
Kalgoorlie mentioned the Government seek-
ing to pile kudos on one of its supporters
and giving a cheque from the public funds
for Mr. Cunningham, M.L.C., to present on
the Goldfields.

The Premier: I have already explained
that. He said ha was going up there and
the Under Treasurer said, " IThen, you can
take this cheque up, if you like."

Mr. GRAHAM: The Premier will have
ample opportunity of explaining when he is
replying to the general debate. The fact re-
mains that it is most unusual for a cheque
such as that to be sent out in that wray, and

the Premier knows it brought a protest from
members directly concerned with that part
of the world. This sort of thing is going
on constantly. I was amazed to learn from
one of my electors that a persqn named Gor-
don Hack had been playing the rote of mem-
ber for East Perth or Federal member for
Perth.

Member: You. will hear more about him.
Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, and he will be run-

ning second. It was in connection with the
resumptions. by the Public Works Depart-
ment in East Perth for the Electricity Com-
mission and the matter of compensation to
be paid. That was being discussed by me
with the Public Works Department on be-
half of the people concerned, and I was as-
tounded to learn that Mr, Hack had made
approaches to the department on behalf of
the people. I was also told that he had ap-
proached the Minister for Works, although
I do not know whether the Minister saw
him.

Mr. Nimmo: Others besides Mr. Hack
have done that.

Mr. GRAHAM: The department cer-
tainty did receive representations from that
individual, without his having ay authority
to interfere with the private affairs of the
people concerned, in the matteg of getting
the compensation finalised at the highest
possible figure. I do not think that is play-
ing the game. I told a highly placed officer
of the Public Works D~partment about it
and he assured me that they would be more
careful in the future. Apparently it was de-
signed to build up the prestige of that in-
dividual. As the result of my efforts over a
protrac ted period, certain additional bene-
fits are heing gained for these people, but
this man poked his nose in without author-
ity and will no doubt claim eredif and use it
in his attempt to, get into the Common-
weslth Parliament, though he has no chance
of doing so.

Once again I express my regret that the
Committee has to listen to me at such length
at this unseemly hour, but I do not think
that all the tricks in this game are held by
the Government. When we met in June I
said I was resentful of the action of the
Government in denying members what I
thought was their unquestioned right to
speak on the Address ia-reply debate. See-
ing that that opportunity was denied us I
said that that action would recoil on the Gov-
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erment and that there would be retalia-
tion. At midnight I sought leave for inem-
tmr to retire, but the Government had other
views. There were several rebjffs, and ac-
cordingly it is now my intention to con-
tinue until I have discussed all the matters
that I feel should be mentioned.

The Minister for Lands: You have filled
two or three pages of "The West Austral-
iaD" already.

Mr. GRAHAM: If the Minister will be
patient for another three quarters of an
hour or so I will deal with his department.
I will touch now on several matters regard-
ing transport. I will deal first with the
Nedlauds transport service, which was con-
ducted by the Government. On account of
pressure through the Press-here I will say
that I think the daily Press was definitely
unfair to the Minister for Transport, who
has a difficult portfolio to handle-and be-
cause private transport operators were not
getting everything they wanted, the Minis-
ter was given a rough spin.

Possibly, on' account of that-because
newspapers can destroy anyone if they set
themselves out so to do; not that I am sug-
gesting that it was done on this occasion-
the pressure of the Press had something to
do with the decision of the Minister or his
department to uproot a Government instru-
mentality and hand it over to a private com-
pany. T say that because the Government
service in question was composed of old
tramns hut a Government bus service was
available to operate at a cheaper rate than
the servic which has been instituted. I be-
lieve the busses would have operated earlier
than was the ease, and there would have
been a better prospect of their being some
co-operation with the Subiaco tramn ser-
vice. But no, the Government apparently
desired to give private enterprise a go.

Hon. A. H. Panton called attention to the
state of the Committee.

Bell rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. GRAHAM: I move-
That leave be given to continue my remarks

at the next sitting.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. GRAHAM: That Nedlands service
was handed over to private enterprise. The
next step was the institution 'of what is
called the inter-suburban bus service which
travels from Nedlands, skirts the northern

suburbs of the city, and terminates at Bays-
water. No tenders were called in this ease
as had previously been done with the Ned-
lands service. I repeat that there was a
service already available for Nedlands and
it was merely a matter of changing the form.
However, it was taken from one operator
and handed over to somebody else notwith-
standing that more favourable consideration
had been given to the patrons by the
management that lhad operated the previous
service.

This inter-suburban service probably was
a gesture to certain influences. I noticed
in the paper the other day that the inter-
suburban bus service had been pranted a
license to operate between Mt. Lawley ana
the trotting ground when trotting meetings
are held at Gloucester Park; again presum-
ably without calling tenders. Personally I
think that is a shocking state of affairs be-
cause at present those patrons travel by train
down Beaufort-street and then along Hay-
street east to the trotting ground. The bus
service will merely go diagonally, or in
other words irect, to the trotting ground
and practically every person that the hue
will take will be a person taken away from
the trains..

The Attorney General:- They are travelling
miore than -twie the distance now, are they
not?

Mr. GRAMHAM: That is a matter of ex-
cuse. The Attorney General does not know.

The Attorney General: I am asking you.
Are they not travelling twice the distance
now?

Mr. GRAHAM: It would be very much
longer but the Tramway Department has
busses available that could operate this ser-
vie. - However, it is a private bus service
that has taken it over. The service will not
be in competition with the tramns but it has
taken patronage away from them, because
the busses go direct in just a fraction of
the time that people take by changing trains
in the city. One would expect a little con-
sideration to public-owned transport in a
matter such as this. I have been reliably
info~zned that three busses are free and
could be available for that service between
the hours of 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. That means
that a bus could be operating every few
minutes because it is not a long journey.

1702



[1 Ssrrsunsn, 1949.1 0

The Attorney General: What about taking
the people home? I suppose they would be
available then, too?

Mr. GRAHAM: Presumably. That is
something that has happened, and we will
probably see an announcement shortly-he.
cause the bus stop posts are now being
erected-that the Morley Park bus service
is to be extended in a south-easterly direc-
tion along Grand Promenade towards the
Inglewood tram terminus. In other words,
this private bus, which now has its terminus
removed a considerable distance, is to com-
mence its run a matter of about 200 yards
from the tram terminus-again it would
appear, deliberately designed to cause a fall-
ing off in the revenue of a %Jovernment de-
partment! If it is not deliberately designed,
that will he the effect of it.

There was a proposal that the Carrington-
street bus service, which is a Government-
owned bus service, should proceed a little

* further out to Inglewood and then turn
north-west past the Inglewood tram service.
But, because it was a Government service,
naturally under this Government the route
was, not given to the Government-owned
service but to the private concern. A pre-
text was submitted that the Government bus
service could not be extended because there
are only riavel roads. That may have been
valid once but it is not so today be-
cause the roads are now bituminised.
I do not know how reliable it is-the Min-
ister for Transport may know-hut I am
inforined that the Carrington-street bus
service is not a particularly well-paying
one. If it went beyond the Inglewood tram
terminus it would tap an additional area
where there are probably several hundred
homes being built with possibly a similar
number still to be erected. Yet that -route has
been handed over not to a Government bus
service but to a privately-owned one. It
is robbing the tram service and I repeat
that thet Government is sacrificing the
State's& interests in order to placate those
of private enterprise. Anyone can quite
understand that people would prefer a bus
service to that provided by trains. These
services are handed over to private enter-
prise apparently to embarrass the Govern,
ment services as much as possible.

The member for North-East Fremantle
asked a number of questions relating to the
falling-off in revenue and strangely enough

a day or two before I secured information
of a like nature. I was told that~the fall-
ing-off in revenue to the tramways is some-
thing in the nature of £300 per day com-
pared with the same period last year, even
taking into consideration the increase in
fares' Surely such a loss is something which
can be avoided. It baa occurred as a re-
sult of action taken by the Government
against the State, and the matter should he
investigated and corrective action taken
immediately. I do not know how payable
the fservice is now, but I am confident that
it will be found that this new bus service
will subtract some of the passengers to the
detriment of the Tramways in the same way
as this privately-owned bus service will do
on trotting nights.

There arc a couple of itemi I would like
to mention as to the Trans. train. Surely
it could be possible to devise a 'system of
booking without people having to go through
the procedure of camping all night on a
pavement in order to secure a berth to the
Eastern States? I have read in the Press
that the position has improved but from
time to time a situation such as that still
occurs. Surely there arc officers on duty
24 hours of the day and there could be a
place where written applications could be
submitted, to he opened under certain con-
ditions only to ensure the necessary pre-
cautions9 They could be stamped in the
order in which they are received so that
people would not have to queue up as they
do now. It is a serious reflection on a
modernised transport system.

The Minister for Railways: It is martyr-
dom when they do it to secure a berth on
the railways but heroism when they do it
to secure a scat at the opera. However,
I can give the hon. member my assurance
that, although I have made exhaustive in-
quiries, no better system can be evolved.

Ron. J. T. Tonkin called attention to the
state of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. GRAHAM: Notwithstanding what
the Minister has said, I1 am confident that
some system could be devised for a pers.on
to purchase a ticket to give priority for
the next day at say 10 a.m. when a call
would be made for, say, numbers 1, 2, 3, and
4 in their turn. I am certain that some-
thing of that nature could be done because,
even if the person seeking a berth could not
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attend himself then, someone on his behalf
could do so the following morning to ob-
tain the booking. I think it is generally
agreed that it is a shocking state of affairs
that people should have to camp all night
to obtain a ticket on the Trans. -train. Of
course the same remarks apply to people
forming queues to see the opera but, as this
is a matter for the attention of the Minis-
ter of the Crown or ourselves, I consider
something should be done about it. All
that could he done as far as the opera
queues are concerned is to have the people
moved along the footpath to prevent the
blocking of traffic.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Those people need
only commence to queue up at about three
o 'clock.

M-r. GRAHAM: It is not a question of
time but of investigating other avenues in
order to develop a better system. There is
another matter with regard to the Trans.
train. There may be some reason for it,
but I would like to know why it should not
be able to pull in at the main platform in-
stead of at the island platform. People who
have travelled for a distance of 2,000 miles
should receive more consideration and that
should apply also to their relatives who go
to the station to meet them. These may in-
clude a number of old people who have to
hobble up and down the steps of the over-
heed bridge and possibly return after meet-
ing their friends, with parcels in their hands.
I appreciate that the suburban trains arrive
frequently, but if they were diverted to the
island platform it would not entail much
hardship on local passengers and would
greatly convenience those arriving from the
Eastern States.

There is also the matter of the train
arriving at 6.15 n.m. Under such circum-
stances it is difficult for many people living
in the suburbs to meet their friends and
relatives arriving from the Eastern States,
unless they hire texis, because no other form
of transport is available to them. If arrange-
ments could he made so that the train
arrived, say, at 7.30 a.m., it would be much
more convenient, although I appreciate that
it might necessitate some readjustments.
There again there may be some special reason
why the train has to arrive so early in the
morning.

The Minister for Railways: There is.

Mr. ORAHALM: I think the matter should
be looked into. I know that possibly if the
Trans. train were to arrive a bit later, it
might involve arranging for breakfast en
route.

The Minister for Railways: That is not the
trouble. If the train arrived later it would
interfere with the arrival of country trains
that require platform accommodation,

Mr. GRAHAM: The platform would be
occupied in any case.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, but the
trouble is with regard to the country trains.
I agree that the time of arrival is rather
stupid, and I will look into the matter.

Mr. GRAHAM: It was my itention. to
discuss some other transport matters not
affecting my electorate in particular, but in
view of representations made to me and of
the hour, I shall not do so, but will refer
to several traffic problems. I do not know
whether consideration has been given to some
alteration of the permissible parking periods
in the city area. Naturally I am fully aware
of the difficult traffic problem tbat exists,
and I am also cognisant of the fact that the
Government-I have in mind the recent con-
troversy with the Perth City Couneil-is
anxious to push on with the task of pro-
viding additional facilities, but has not re-
ceived a great deal of co-operation from the
municipal authorities. The parking period
in the main city block, which is 10 or 15
minutes, is too short to enable anyone to
transact any business. It necessitates a
person stopping his business discussion,
rushing out of his' car to run it down a
short distance to another spot, and then re-
turning to resume his business, only to con-
tinue the operation a little later on. All this
constant moving of cars clutters up the
street and does not provide more parking
space, because the people concerned still
have their business to transact. It might
be estimated that 30 minutes or an hour
would be sufficient and, if that period were
allowed, offenders who parked their ears for
any longer time could be dealt witb
stringently and heavily penalised.

It is ridiculous that ears have to he con-
stantly on the move because the parking
period is so short. I have mentioned this
matter previously, but apparently nothing
has been done and I do not even know
whether it has been investigated. It also
occurs to me that there could be some better
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clearing of the main arteries within the city
if busses were forbidden to park at the ter-
mini. Under existing conditions, a bus that
arrives at the starting point will stand there
for 15 minutes or more before it is scheduled
to take its departure. I think arrangements
could be made whereby busses arriving in
tbe city should immediately pick up passen-
gers and move straight away, even if they
had to go to the other side of the city in
order to carry out the scheme.

There is a classical example of what goes
on in Wellington-street near the Horseshoe
Bridge, where quite a number of busses leave
from the south side while incoming busses
unload their passengers on the other side.
When those large vehicles turn they in-
variably occupy more than half the street.
Some of the mammoth busses such as those
on the Scarborough route, which do such a
wonderful job in moving large numbers of
people, almost reach the opposite kerh when
they are: turning. If they could be made
to stay for two or three minutes only
to pick up passengers and then pro-
ceed as they do at inter-mediate stops, a con-

-aiderable improvement would be effected.
There is a serious bottleneck there affecting
all traffic, including public conveyances.
Cannot something be done about the service
station and parking area which occupies
railway property at present? Surely the
land could be cleared antd used as a park-
ing place for busses or a turning point, thus
helping to some extent to clear the traffic.
It is Government property and consequently
there should be no great difficulty in adopt-
ing this suggestion.

Tt has been my opinion for some time that,
while there are some persons who are
definitely menaces on account of speeding1
too much emphiasis has been placed on speed.
There is a host of other factors responsible
for mishaps, both minor and major, which
play a part equally important. Some drivers
are unsafe at any speed, no matter how slow;
others have perfect control of their vehicles
even at speeds exceeding the maximum per-
missible- The person who is careless at the
steering wheel reveals it in various ways.
There is one matter which I am certain is
not covered by any traffic regulation and
some attention should be given to it. I refer
to traffic signals, which are extremely im-
portant. Many drivers, as the Minister and
other members are aware, have a habit of

putting their elbow out of the window of
the car. This is a dangerous practice, es-
pecially at night when the headlights are
thrown to the ground bcagse it may indicate
a rigbthand turn. Then there is the other
type of driver, termed a jungle climber. who,
puts his hand on the roof of the car and
in doing so gives a permanent stop signal.
His action is most disconcerting to drivers
following him or approaching from the
opposite direction.

Many drivers make no attempt to ascer-
tain whether any traffic is coming from be-
hind; their signals are indistinct when slack-
ening or making a right-hand turn. If there
were some tightening up of these traffic sig-
nals, many accidentsy-not to people butt to
ears-would be avoided. This brings me to
the larger vehicles, busses, both private and
Government, and also to trucks, particularly
the larger ones. In the great majority of'
eases, the width of the bus or truck is so
great that the driver is unable to see traffic
following him except in a mirror, which
might he either on the mudguard or on W~e
windscreen. When he extends his band, the
most that can be seen of it are the tips of
his fingers, and whether that indicates a stop
or a tuarn cannot be discerned by the
driver of a following vehicle, and tberefore
all sorts of tragedies are likely to occur.
Should one occur, it would be said that a
proper signal had been given and that there-
fore the accident was due to the carelessness
of the person following. But an accident
has happened! Some vehicles have a
mechanical arm, but this is unsatisfactory-
for use as a signal.

The Minister for Railways: It is in the
wrong place, too.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is too high for use
at night-time.

The Minister for Railways: It is not where
a driver is looking for it.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is many feet above the
headlamps. The driver's cab should be on
the extreme righthand side of the vehicle and
no part of a bus or a truck should extend
beyond the level of the driver's cab. The
first time I noticed a bus of this type was
when I saw -a Metro bus, with the driver
sitting over the engine. There was nothing
whatever to obstruct his view, but I did not
consider the seat was as much to the right
as it might have been.
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I should lie to mention a criticism not df
the Minister but of his department. The
Minister will recall that I asked him soe
questions with respect to maintenance work
which had, been stopped, the employees of
the Tramway Department having been given
notice on account of the recent coal strike.
Obviously it would have been convenient to
repair the track during the strike period.
When repairs are being effected while trains
are running the men work for two minutes
repairing the track and then have to jump
back quickly to allow a tram to pass. Why
this heaven-sent opportunity was not availed
of I do not know. Instead the Tramway
Department gave notice to these men that
they were tostand down, notwithstanding
that there was ample work for them to do
on the portion of the road adjacent to the
tramlines. I have now come in due course
to my friend, the inister for Lands. I
hope the friendship is mutual, at any rate,
I was rather amused at the way he -rushed
in to defend his integrity, as though his life
depended upon it.

Mr. Grayden: It would not take much to
amuse you. I

Mr. GRAHAM: I wish the member for
Middle Swan would go home to bed.

The Minister for Lands: That is what we
are hoping you will do.

Mr. Grayden: When are you going to
finish? It would cheer us up immensely if
you told us.

Mr. GRAHAM: I shall cease when I have
finished.

The Minister for Education: You will eon-
elude when you have ceased.

Mr. GRAHAM:. We had before us a small
Bill dealingr with thif Guildford Cemetery,
I thought it a most commendable measure,
as what it souight to achieve was so worthy
in the circumstances. But because our lord
and master "The West Australian" had a
special article in condemnation of it, we
saw the Minister for Lands in finer form
than for many a long day.

Mr. Orayden: You probably wvorship the
"Workers' Star," judging hy the way you
condemn ''The West Australian."~

Mr. GRAHAM: I am almost tempted to
give the Fascist salute to the individual
who will not go to sleep.

The Minister for Lands: It would not
be much good doing that, because you know
he fought against the Fascists.

Mr. GRAHAM: He talks with his tongue
in his cheek; he may have fought simi-
larly.

The Minister for Lands: You do not want
to sling off. He did serve his country.

Mr. GRAHAM: He would be serving his
country better if he were not so impertinenlt
and did not make so many extravagant
statements.

The Minister for Lands: That is like the
kettle calling the pot black.

Mr. GRAHAM: The -Minister for Lands
is so utterly irresponsible that we gain a
certain amount of merriment from his
inane remarks. As I was saying, merely
because "The West Australian" criticised
him-probably it was the first criticism the
"West" had made-he found it necessary
to defend his honour and set about doing
so. Speaking, seriously-we will return to
the Minister presetly-I wish the Gov-
ernment would do something with regard to
the old cemetery at East Perth. It is in a
most shocking condition. Not only have
the years played havoc with the tombstones
and the raves of some of our very early
pioneers who were buried there, but van-
dals have been at work over -the years. I
was surprised when I paid a visit of in-
spection only a few weeks ago to find evi-
dence in scores of places of huge pieces
of marble and granite having been smashed,
as though somebody had set about them
with a sledg-e hammer. They were newly
broken and the damage appeared to have
been done the previous night. That was
in an enclosed portion where there is a
picket fence with a gate.

Some of the tombstones were in a most
shocking state. One was what might be
called a two-storied vault. There were two
tiers, and it contained the remains of 19
people. It is possible to remove the slab
on top. I pulled it aside, because I noticed
it had been broken on two different occa-
sions, and because of something I had been
told. I looked down and it was not a pretty
spectacle. There were a number of coffins
on either side. A coffin in the centre shad
been broken open and the skulls of human
beings and other bones were visible. Any-
body could remove the stone without much
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effort. Apparently hoodlums had been hav-
ing a bit of fun about the place. On top
of the pile of coffins was one 2 feet 6
inches long, the last resting place of some
little tot who had died. Bit by bit the
cemetery has been broken to smithereens.
There is a caretaker, but he cannot be
there 24 hours a day. I fancy he is em-
ployed by the State Gardens Board.

The Minister for Lands: He may he. I
am pot sure.

Mr. GRAHAM: Or else by some other
public authority. I had a conversation with
him; and notwithstanding his efforts, that
place is gradually being shattered. Except
for a few of the larger ones, there are
hardly any complete headstones around the
graves. Obvious attempts have been made
to lever some of the stones aside to allow
prying eyes to peer below with a view to
seeing the remains of people who have been
interred.

The Attorney General: Would you sug-
gest that it be turned into a park with
tombstones around the edge or something
of that kind?

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is a lovers' lane
now.

Mr. GRAHAM: The eastern portion is
used for all sorts of purposes by couples
and liquor parties. At the other end there
were a lot of graves, but there is scarcely
anything to show where they were. It
seems wicked that the last resting place
of so many of the early pioneers should
be desecrated and destroyed, as they have
been for years. I was talking to a man
over 50 years of age, and he remembers
that in his young and larrikin days parties
of boys knocked things about to see what
they could see. It is quite a numnber of
years since bodies were laid to rest there
and they were only few in number. I think
that as it is on such a beautiful bill, and
there is such a large area, commanding an
excellent view. of the city, the river and
the hills, this place could be put to much
better use than as a pioneer park as one
might term it.

Surrounding this old cemetery, starting
from the river, there are the Esplanade and
playing fields, the area occupied by the
A.N.A. Tennis Club, Queen's Gardens, the
girls' school, the Haig Park playing field
which is being developed by the Perth City
Council, the Trotting Ground, and the head-
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quarters of the West Australian Cricket As-
sociation. A ]ittle bit further on there is
Wellington Square. The whole area-which
has unfortunately been over~run with fac-
tories-is well catered for in the matter of
parks, and I would much rather see some
public institution established there. It would
be a wonderful spot for a school, a counter-
part to the present girls' school, although
there might be some objections to the site
for vertain reasons.

Some members may recall that a number
of years ago I suggested that the Governor's
residence be placed there, because I do not
think there is a finer building site anywhere
in Perth, with such a large area. If the Gov-
ernor's residence were shifted there would
be a place for the new Town Hall and civic
buildings of which I have seen pictures.
Some people, but a diminishing number, are
a little concerned about disturbing what has
been hallowed ground, but similar action has
been taken in quite a number of places in
Australia and different parts of the world.
As a matter of fact, in Bunbury tombstones
have been removed, a park has been created
and the headstones have been placed along
a drive where they can be seen.

Unfortunately a big number at East
Perth have been destroyed and defaced so
that they would not make a very present-
able picture without being renovated. An
appropriate part of Karrakatta cemetery,
or some other place,, could be set aside
where these headstones could be placed.
There would be no need to give any con-
sideration to raising the bodies because,
wvithi few exceptions, they have been there
so long that, apart from those in the vaults,
there would be nothing remaini.gI under-
stand that in one or two instances in the
Eastern States a period of 12 months was
given to the relatives of people who had
been buried, in which to notify the Govern-
met that they wished the remains to be
removed, and when such wishes were ex-
pressed they were respected. I do not think
it would be desecration of holy ground to
shift this cemetery. On the contrary I think
we show a lack of respect for those early
settlers--some of them died as far back as
80 years ago and even up to just on a cen-
tury ago-by allowing the place to go to
rack and ruin. It is one of the most com-
manding sites adjacent to, Perth. It would
be a shame if it were allowed to remain a
cemetery for ever.
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I paint out that the western end of the
island constructed at the Causeway has been
in its present unkempt condition for about
15 years. A retaining wall was constructed,
and silt and sand were placed on the area.
It is still rough and unenred for. It s to
become part of a park for public purposes.
Had it been levelled and grassed, and trees
nnd shrubs planted, they would by this time
bare been of considerable' size. That would
wean that when the new Causeway was com-
pleted, and the other half of the island es-
tablisbed, there would be some place to
whbich people could go picnicking or for the
little breaks that they desire from time to
time. It is convenient to both sides of the
river, being halfway across.

A matter I want to mention concerns Pen-
guin Island which is part of the Premier's
territory as it is just off the coast at Safety
Day. The island has an area of about 30
acres;' Some while ago two young er-Service-
men approached me with a proposition in
eonnection with the island. I understand
that of the 30 acres only five are of any
use at all as containing soil. The balance of
the island consists of sandbills and lime-
stone rocks. 'Wind and sand erosion axe
making inroads to such an extent that it is
anticipated that before very long there will
be no habitable island left. Occasionally
parties go there for an outing, but presently
there will he nothing for them to enjoy on
the island. These two young er-Servicemen
wanted to take a lease of the place, but
without in any way obstructing the public
from visiting there. They were prepared to
s~pend £E8,000 on the planting of grass,
shrubs and trees to cheek the erosion; to
erect cabins from old material;, facecuts
from the mills, and so on; to establish a
proper water -supply and install sewerage;
to open a store; to run a launch service be-
twieen the coast and the island; to erect
jetties and make swimming facilities avail-
able;, to conduct launch parties and hrips out
to fishing grounds and around the reefs,
and to establish all other facilities that
would he necessary for the enjoyment of-
the public.

The State Gardens Board has no inten-
tion of doinr anything with the island. As
a matter of fact, it was in favour of this
proposition. The island is vested in the
Rockingham Road Board hut it has no de-
sire to retain it, and is not prepared to spend
money on it. The island, as a result, is

gradually deteriorating. If the island were
developed, people would naturally visit
it and g-enerally boost the trade of
the adjacent township of Safety Bay
and Rlockingham. There was a whole
lot Of Procrastination of one sort or another
for a period of several months during which
both of the young men were anxious to pro-
ceed so that the grass, trees and shrubs would
take root this winter.

For three months they went from place
to place making enquiriet and representa-
tions until now they have finally thrown tip
their hands in despair because nothing hns
eventubted. They spent about £800 on gear
and various materials~ in the expectation that
they would be given a lease similar to that
enjoyed by someone in respect of Garden
Island. There was no desire to prevent any-
one landing or camping on the island. They
might have chanrged a fee of 2s. 6d. per
week for the right to pitch a tent, but n)--
one going there would have minded paying
the fee to these people any more than pay-
ing it to an authority that is doing- nothing
to improve the island . Although the Tourist
Bureau and the State Gardens Board were
keen on the idea, a great opportunity has
been missed through the haggling of the
Lands Department over this alteration of
the purpose of a reserve. It could have been
done by Ex. Co. minute, or by a simple Bill
in Parliament.

Mr. Gray den: The member for East Perth
must have been asleep.

Mr. GRAHAM: The -member for Middle
Swan is asleep now, as he has been most
of the night, hut unfortunsaly he has been
talking in his sleep. These men made every
possible representation, and I assume that
propositions are sometimes judged on their
merits and not always by the political colour
of the person acting on behalf of members,
of the public.

Mr. Grayden: They made a mistake in
leaving it in the hands of the member for
East Perth.

Mr. GRAHAM: He had little to do with
it.

Mr. Grayden: Obviously.

Mr. GRAHAM1: I appreciate the intention
of the member for Middle Swan. A wonder-
ful opportunity has been lost through the
shilly-shallying of the department. Having
been an employee of the D~epartment of
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Lands and Surveys from 1927 to 1933, 1
know something of it, and I am er-tain that
if I had any authority in that place now
something would have eventuated in this mat-
ter. In course of time the island will be a
wilderness, yet, without interfering with ac-
cess by the public or with anything else,
these two men were prepared to spend sev-
eral thousand pounds on the proposition,
which could have done nothing but a tremen-
dous amount of good. The member
for Middle Swan lias been interested
in the pollution of the Swan river and
there have been some extraordinary pro-
ceedings with committees and parties of in-
spection, to which members of Parliament
have sometimes been invited. On occasions
local governing bodies have been consulted
inthe matter, and on other occasions they
have not.

Mr. Grayden: Perhaps some mmeso
Parlialnent were not sufficiently interested.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is possible to have a
dozen different people trying to direct
things, with resultant confusion. The mem-
ber for Mfiddle Swan afrangped an inspection
in the Fremnantle area, without going to'
great pains to ftiform, the members on whose
territory he was trespassing.

M.Nr. Grayden: That is a deliberate un-
truth.

Mr. GRAHAM: I would take exception
to that remark if it came from anyone but
the member for Middle Swan, who knows
p erfectly well that the statement was made
in the presence of Hon. G. Fraser, M.L.C.,
who was informed five minutes before lunch-
time on the day of the inspection.

Mr. Orayden: I was talking about the
member for the district.

Mr. GRAHAM: North-East Frem antic is
part of the West Province, but that is too
subtle for the member for Middle Swan at
this or any other hour. There is no~heed
to tell that some extremely foul odours come
from the river -from time to time and that
the water in certain areas is greatly dis-
coloured. It is the responsibility of the
Government to take appropriate action.

Mr. Orayden: Action is being taken.

M'%r. GRAHAM: If the member for
Middle Swan would restrain his childish im-
petuosity for a moment and allow me oppor-
tunity to say what I -wish to say, wvithiout

these highly disorderly interjections, I could
get on With my speech, hut of course that
will not register with him.

Mr. Grayden: Wait until you see the
papers tomorroW,.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: How does the hon.
member know what will be in the papers
tomorrow?

Mr. GRAHAM: Apparently the member
for Middle Swan has control of most things
except the Federal electorate of Swan. I
am not criticising the Government, but I
think it has the responsibility of keeping
the river clean. As far as I am concerned,
no local governing authority shall have any-
thing to do with it.

IMr. Grayden: It has been the responsi-
bility of the Government for the last 40
years, but nothing has been done.

fr. Perkins resumed the Cheir.]

Mr. GRAHEAM.%: I do not require silly
interjections such as that. A proposal baa
heen put up--I understand by a Mr. Mott-
that a' Swan River committee should be
established, the preponderance of the repre-
sentation to be drawn from local governing
bodies. I sincerely hope the Government
will not entertain such a proposition. I
acecepted the invitation and generosity of
the mnember for 'Middle Swan and was driven
to North Fremantle to inspect what -was
going- on there. I was impressed by- a cer-
tain member of the party who was particu-
larly vocal in explaining the precautions
taken by an industrial establishment, and
how none of its effluent could go anywhere
other than straight out to sea, and how there
couild be no prospect of the river being
polluted by that factory, I learned later
that he is a member of the firm, or works
there, and is also a member of one of the
road boards.

So we get back to where I opened my
remarks-that where we have a restricted
franchise based on property, such as that
of the Legislative Council and local govern-
ing bodies, the viewpoint not of the people
but of other interests is expressed.
This man was not concerned so much with
keeping the river free from pollution as
be was in seeing that his particular firm
wasq not disturbed in any way from the
manner in which it is disposing of its
effluent. His story sounded quite feasible
until later on we visited somebody else's
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property and saw evidence of filth, slime Mr. GRAHAM: The rudeness of the
and fats as well as noticed stench and
discolouration along the back yard. This
person's premises happened to adjoin
the river. There was proof positive and it
established in my mind the very definite
belief that it is dangerous in concerns
such as are proposed, for local governing
bodies' members to be represented.

On the same day I was informed of
another case and it has to do with Pearse
Bros.' factory which manufactures boots
and shoes. I am told that the Pearse family
is represented on the North Fremantle
Municipal Council. I was also informed
that the inspector had made repeated re-
ports to that council regarding offensivb
matter that was being released into the
river and which was going a considerable
distance up the river with the tide, apart
from being offensive at the point of dis-
charge. But, because members of the
Pearse family occupied seats on the,
North Fremantle Council, every time
a report or recommendation was put
up by the inspector, it was rejected by the
council. What use is it to contemplate a
committee with representatives drawn from
interests which are responsible for the dJis-
colouration and offensiveness of the waters
of the Swan River?

The Premier: You have got your four
hours in. It has just gone 4 o'clock.

The Minister for Lands: Do not stop him
yet.

Mr. Grayden: You can stop now.

The Premier: I thought you were aiming
at a 4-hour speech.

Mr. Grayden: Didn't you want to break
the record?

The Premier: It has cost about £100 so
far.

Air. GRAHAM: Apparently the Pre-
mier 's conscience is smiting him because
he knows full well that when action is
taken against the Opposition he can expect
retaliation. He was warned several months
ago, but the Premier rides roughshod over
us at certain times and forces us to take
it without protest. I am making my pro-
test now.

Mr. Grayden: It is a long drawn out
protest too.

The Minister for Lands: It is thoroughly
enjoyable! Give him a go.

member for Middle Swan is a greater eom-
pliment than if he said nice things
about me. If he praised me I would ex-
amine my conscience. Accordingly I hope
he never does.

Mr. Leslie: Say it again; I didn't hear
it.I

Mr. GRAHAM: I seem to have wakened
the babbling brook from Mt. Marshall.
Apparently jealousy is overcoming him.

Mr. Grayden: Jealousy of what?

Mr. GRAHAM: Apparently he broke all
sorts of records in his first session of Par-
liament.

Mr. Leslie: I did not inflict upon mem-
bers of Parliament in those days what you
are doing tonight.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Anyhow, "Han-
sard" recorded the snore of the member for
Mt. Marshall a few minutes ago.

The Minister for Lands: It also recorded
the snort of the member for East Perth.

Mr. GRAHAM: The member for Mt.
Marshall says that he did not inflict this
upon members when he'flrst%ntered Parlia-
ment. That was so for the very good rea-
son that the Government of the day did not
inflict upon him, as a member of the Oppo-
sition, the denial of what had been 'accus-
tomed rights, as this Government has done.

Mr. Leslie: We were very -forbearing.

Mr. GRAHAM: We hear speeches from
the cross-benches from the members for
Beverley and Geraldton telling us of how
the rights of private members are being
whittled awvay, and they talk of dictatorship
by Cabinet and so on. There has not been a
protest from the supporters of the Govern-
ment in this action. It is the prerogative
of private members to express themselves
frcdjf on the Address-in-reply and then
subsequently on the Estimates.

.Mr. Leslie: And you are giving us an
illustration of how a member is being de-
prived of his rights.

Mr. GRAHAM: Apparently it is neces-
sary, apart from addressing myself to mat.
ters which I intended to reserve for the
departmental Votes, to speak on the general
Estimates because private members oi both
sides of the Chamber are powerless in the
affairs of State and have so few rights and
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restricted methods by which we can enter
a protest. This is one way in which a mem-
ber can do so.

Mr. Leslie: It is not very restricted then.
You have been going for four hours.

Mr. GRAHAM1: I think I have been as-
sisted in that regard by the unacemly inter-
jectionks emanating from the other side of
the Chamber. Apparently those members
desire to goad me for the purpose of my
continuing ad lib and I do not mind telling
them that if' they are in that mood then I
am in the mood to oblige them.

Mr. Leslie: I am quite happy.

The Minister for Lands: Actually you
have not protested tonight. You have only
been working the old parish pump handle.

Mr. GRAHAMN: I think I have travelled
quite a fair distance.

Theo Minister for Lands: Yes, I will give
you that in.

Mir. GRAHAM: I have travelled through
the Premier's electorate, to that of the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle and other
places.

The Premier: You have made a long
enough speech.

The Minister for Lands: It is up to £105
l0s. flow.

Mr. GRAHIAM: I am quite certain that
any speech made by the Minister -for Lands
would not be worth two bob, whatever the,
subject.

The Minister for Lands: I will give you
that in. You are entitled to your opinion
in our democracy.

Mr. GRAHIAM: This is one of the few
things that we are apparently entitled to
exercise and I desire to express my opinion.

'Mr. Grayden: It is much worse when a
speech costs £100 and is worth nothing.

Mr. GRAHFAM:l We heard quite a -lot of
speeches about pigswill and other things that
occupied a gre-at amount of time and there is
still some pig business to come forward. T
think that if the hon. member does some tot-
ting up he will find tl~at prior to this even-
ing he has been more verbose than I have.

The Minister for Lands: We have heard
a lot about bullswool tonight.

M1r. GRAffAM: Yes, I hare mentioned
the Minister for Lands several times tonight
so he is probably right.

The Minister for Lands: I am getting a
bit of' cheap publicity out of this.

Mr. GRAHAM1: I suggest to the Minister
that lie introduce a Bill for another ceme-
tery, and then we will get a speech from
hinm. I will remember the occasion because it
will he the first speech I will ever hear from
him as a Minister.

The 'Minister for Lands: You impress me,
there is no doubt abouLt that.

Mr. GRAHAM: And the Minister de-
presses me .

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. GRAHAM: If I am seeking to make
a speech of long duration, I am certainly
cztting, plenty of assistance because for the
last ten minutes I have attempted to pro-
ceed to another point but, owing to inter-
leections by the Minister for Lands and one
or two of his garrulous supporters, I am
unable to do so. I think the member for
Irwin-Mloore would like a few words, and
perhaps something more, with the member
for Middle Swan outside, by the way he is
muittering to himself.

H1on. A. RI. G. Hawke: It would be a fair
scrap, too.

Mr. Reynolds: No, it would be an unfair
scrap.

Mr. GRAHAM: He might as well take to
him now before Mry. Webb does so.

Hon. A. R. G-. Hawke. I think I will have
my few shillings on the country lad.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

'Mr. GRAHTAM: I was expressing my dis-
approval of local governing bodies being
given too much power. One thing I did
admire about a certain measure, on which'
something was heard on one or two occasions.
was that the Minister will have over-riding
powers.

I wish to refer now to public parks, andi
I emphasise the word "Public" because they
are the places dedicated to the public, but
vested in local governing bodies, and to my
mind the people ar being denied their in-
terest in certain of those parks. They are
vested in certan local governing bodies for
the benefit of the community. We saw an
instance several weeks ago of a distinguished
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visitor, in the person of a Federal Minister,
arriving in Perth and desiring, at reason-
ably short notice, to address an open air
meeting on a Sunday afternoon on a rostrum
built, I understand, by the Perth City Coun-
cil on the Esplanade. Because of a resolu-
tion passed by the Perth City Council re-
quiring the permission of that body
itself-and its next meeting was ten days
after the open air meeting was to be held-it
was not possible for the public meeting.to
be held. I think that is an infringe-
ment of the liberty of the subject.
After all, if loud speakers are irksome to
people in that locality, they could have
insisted that they he removed to the other
end of the Esplanade and perhaps there
could have been some regulation as to the in-
tensity of the volume of the amplifiers.
Apart from that, the use of a microphone
is recognised as *a modern aid to public
sp'eaking. The Deputy Premier, with whom
I discussed the matter, was in complete
accord that it was a foolish act by the Perth
City Council and utterly unreasonable.

Mr. Leslie: Is that not typical of the
Perth City Council; being utterly unreason.
able? I agree with you at last.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yea, and for a variety of
reasons. Again, there is nothing Party politb
cal about this because I think it would be
shocking if a man such as Mr. Menzies were
to visit this State-and naturally such per-
sonages cannot tell weeks or months ahead
on what date they will make their visits-
and was denied an opportunity to make an
address on the Esplanade with the aid of
loud-speaking apparatus. But a handful of
Bumbles, who constitute in this instance the
Perth City Council, cau deny the people that
right and indirectly inuult a distinguished
visitor.

The questiou of petrol rationing, I know,
is an excedingly difficult one at the
moment owing to the attitude not of
the Governments but of the Legislative
Councils of two States, Tasmania and vic-
toria, towards referring the powers of con-
trol to the Commonwealth Government. I
think it is generally agreed that the Com-
monwealth is the only authority that could
make any sort of a job of it. I notice in
the Press a statement which reads-

State Decision on Petrol Defended.
No decision on the question of referring

State powers to the Commonwealth to allow
petrol rationing to be re-introduced was an-
nounced alter a meeting of the State Cabinet
yesterday. Tt is -understood that Cabinet has
adopted a "wait and see" policy for a week,
by whoa it will be known what the Cabinets
in the other States bave decided. It is be-
lieved that both the Premier (Mr. MeLarty)
and the Minister for Housing (Mr. .Meflon-
aid) were convinced after the Premiers' Con-
ference two weeks ago that the re-introduction
of petrol rationing was necessary.

I think it is generally recognised that the
re-introduction of petrol rationing- is inevit-
able, so the que~stion is how to go about it.
We in this State can do no more than we
have already done by referring powers. If
the hard-crusted Tories in Tasmania and
Victoria are determined to wreck the Aus-
tralian economy, then perhaps they will sue-
ceed. There was a great deal of idle and
irresponsible talk that more petrol could be
obtained, but apparently when the full story
is told it will be found that that is not so.
As the member for Northam mentioned, I
emphasise the need to do something about
it. I learned the other day that an acquaint-
ance of mine came down from the country
to concentrate on going round all the petrol
firms and garages trying to purchase as
much petrol as he could and, of course, he
has the money to buy it. To what degree
success has attended his efforts I do not
know. I think he has Ans travelled through
certain country districts in his search for
additional supplies. As I mentioned to the
Deputy Premier earlier this evening, I am
aware of somebody residing in the metro-
politan area who told me that he has about
800 gallons of petrol stored at his plae
So there must be tremendous quantities of
motor spirit hoarded and, while the panic
exists, and that sort of thing will continue.
Therefore it is necessary that at the earliest
possible moment something be done, and the
Government could assist in that direction by
getting ib touch with their Liberal and
Country Party counterparts in the States
of Tasmania and Victoria, pointing out the
position.

Presently we shall reach the stage when on
Sunday afternoons ears will be running into
the hills with picnic parties, and on the
following Mondays or Tuesdays commercial
and business vehicles will be unable to obtain
petrol supplies to maintain essential opera-
tions. It will he readily agreed that if
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either the Commonwealth or the States re-
imposeL rationing immediately, it will be some
months before the adn4nistration can be put
in order.

Mr. Leslie: Is it not still in existence?
Mr. GRAHAM1: But everyone will have

to re-apply, because the circumstances of
pAny have altered. Some have motorcars
now who did not possess them when petrol
rationing was in force. Each individual
case will require assessment, and that will
entail officers working over a considerable
period. -

Mr. Leslie: The troule with regard to
petrol rationing is that people have in mind
the action Chily took in a fit of pique
when he Was 'knocked back. When there is
this talk about petrol rationing, the people
do not know whether it is dinkuin.

Hon- J. T. Tonkin:- What do you think
About it ?

Mr. Leslie: I do not know that we have
the facts.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:- You do not think it is
dinkum!

Mr. Leslie: I do not know. I have not
the facts.

Mr. GRAHAM: On their return from the
recent conference, according to Press re-
ports, both the Premier and the Minister for
flousing agreed that petrol rationing is
necessary.

Mr. Leslie: Yes, if Chifley insists on his
attitude.

Mr. Reynolds: You mean the Hon. J. B.
Chifley.

The Minister for Education: To be strictly
accurate, the Rt. Hon. J. B. Chifley.

Mr. GRAHAM: In due course when we
come to read tonight's proceedings in "Han-
sard," it will be found that 50 per cent.
of the time debited against mae was taken up
in unruly interjections.

Mr. Cornell: And you revel in it.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. GRAHAM: The Federal President
of the Liberal Partj has a protege in the
member for Middle Swan with respect to
the socialism bug, and I intend to say some-
thing about that. There was an occasion a
few years ago when socialism was wade an
issue by the anti-Labour Party. They made
no appeal to reason hut to emotion.. Every-
One. possesses emotion but reason is with a

limited number and then to a limited extent
only. Apparently it is to be an issue on
this occasion. For the edification of the
member for Middle Swan, I point out that
socialism as an objective is not something
new, but has been a part of the Labour
Party's platform for 28 years.

Mr. 0 rayden: And you are afraid to im.-
pleinlent it.

Mr. GRAHAM: It was first implemented
in the beginning of this e6ntury in Western
Australia to a far greater extent than it
has been in this State ever since.

Mr. Grayden: That is not a fact.

Mr. GRAHAM1: It is: and there has been
pracetically 'no advance of socialism in the
Federal sphere. There has been a lot of
hysterical clamour by those opposed to
Labour, but there has been no proof. If
we can regard con trols as socialism, the
Stc.tc GJovernment here is the greatest of
socialist Governments because of the many
commodities it has controlled, and this is
not in a period of emergency. What of
these people who, in the eyes of Liberals,
are the socialists? Who were responsible for
the adoption of socialism as a plank in the
Labour Party's platform? Were they wild,
irresponsible people who had a bomb in one
hand and a dagger in the other, looking for
throats to cut?

At the conference of the Australian
Labour Party held in Brisbane in 1921 when
that action was taken, one of the delegates
later became Premier of Tasmania, lAir. Cos-
grove, who was in this Chamber the other
night. Another was Air. Baddeley, the pre-
sent Minister for Mines in the Government
of New South Wales. Two were repre-
sentatives from Queensland who became, in
turn, Premiers of that State. Then there
were some Western Australian delegates.
Onte was Ron. J. Cunningham who became
a member of the Federal Senate and was
later its President. Another was a man
named Curtin who in time became Prime
Miqister of the Commonwealth. It will be
agreed that those men were worthy and re-
sponsible citizens who achieved considerable
success in public life and had the confidence
of, the people, irrespective of whether they
were in the majority or the minority, ac-
cording to the swing of the political pendu-
lum. Another delegate from Western Aus-
tralia was a man who has been honoured
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by the present Government, on whose re-
commendation he 'was awarded by His
Majesty the King the rank of Commander
in the Order of St.IMichael and St. George,! a
man who has been a member of the Legis-
lative Council and of the Legislative As-
sumnbly, a Minister of the Crown, and
Speaker of this House. I refer to the mem-
her for Leederville, Hon. A. H. Panton.

To hear the ranters and screamers of the
Liberal Party, under anyone of its many
designations, one would think they were a
body of irresponsible men who bad placed
something on the platform of the Australian
Labour Party as an objective that is contrary
to the best interests of Australia as a whole.

Mr. leslip: Tell us how far you propose
to ap~ply your socialism?

Mr. GRAHIAM: I am not indulging in2
a homily on socialism. I am iniiating the
genesis of the appearance of socialism as
an objective in the platform of the Aus-
tralian Labour Party. While it has been
on the platform for 28 years, only portions
of' the policy have been implemented; and
in some instances the socialistic advances
were defended and supported by Liberal
Governments.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Too right I

Mr. GRAHAMI: I sball not go into details.

Mr. Leslie: I would love you to.

Mr. GRAHAM: Perhaps I can give an
example in the purchase of the City of
Perth Electricity and Gas undertaking by
the p~reselnt anti-socialist Government.

Mr. Grayden: W hat is the difference be-
tween communism and socialism? That is
what we want to know.

Mr. Reynolds:- You would not under-
stand.

M Ir. GRAHAM: I understand the tLibcral
Party conducts a summer school.

Mr. Styants: A school of instruction.

Mr. GRAHAM: One of the Party's mem-
hers is sadly in need of some instruction.
Mr. Menzies has the works of Karl Marx
and Lenin, so he informed nip on one occa-
sion. I suggest the next time he is oker
here that the member for Middle Swan ob-
tamn these hooks and study them. Hie might
then be able to understand the differenice
between communism and socialism.

Mr. Yates: Were you not in favour of
the GAovernment's taking over the elec-
tricity undertaking?

Mr. GRAHAMI: I am not expressing an
opinion on it. I am trying to show how
foolish it is to make wild statements that
have no substan~ee in them.

Mr. Styants: Socialism is all right when
it means cheap railway freights for
farmers.

Mr. GRAHAM: I was interested, as in-
deed the Premier must have been, to reaa
a certain green paper that I received today.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:- Very sickly green!

Mr. GRAHAM: It is the "'News Review "
of the 29th August, 1949. On the first page
appears the following heading:-

Community Hotels are Trend to Socialism.

Then appears the following:-
Socialistic,

Ventures embracing co~muiunity ownership of
any class of business, he they hotels, stores or
farms, are socialistic in outlook, and closely
related to thte communistic pattern.

We now find that the member for York
is tainted with socialism! Such ace the
excesses in which these ultra-Conservatfives
indulge. They are reckless in the use of
words and everybody and anything is social-
istic and communistic at present.

Hon. A. R. GI. Hawke: I think the nigger
in this beer barrel is that the paper is
financed by the breweries in Western Auis-
tralia.

Mr. GRAHAM: Half each by the brew-
eries and the Legislative Council. There
are four individuals in it who have shares,
T understand, bat I will not vouch for the
accuracy of mny statement.

Mr. Leslie: Who are they?

Mr. Graydon: He would not know. He
has made a wild guess.

Mr. GRAHAM: Mr. Curle wis, for one;
I will not mention the others. No-one by
the'-wildest stretch of imagination could
visualise the mnember for York as a social-
ist-cum-communist. It all shows how ridi-
culous the Liberal-Country League is in
its condemnation of Labour. From what
we have been hea-ring from the Govern-
ment back bench, I should say that if a
copy of "Hansard" were shown to medi-
cal officer;, the member for Middle Swan
would be certified without any. difficulty.
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Hon. A. R. G~. Hawke: He is suffering
from Webb-itis.

Mr. Styants: Cobwebs.

Mr. Grayd en: I will not say anything
on that point.

Mr. GRAHAM: It has become fashion-
able in these days to lay the blame for all
our ills on socialistic experiments, as they
are called, and consequently I suppose it
is with a certain amount of chagrin that
members opposite have read in Tuesday
night's "Daily News" and in "The West
Australian" of Wednesday the follow-
ing:-

The Marshall Plan administrator (Mir Paul
H1offman) denied at a Press conferene yes-
terday that socialism was delaying Britain 'a
economilc recovery.

The members of the Government of this
State endeavour to maintain, and would
have us believe, that they are defenders
of freedom and private enterprise. We saw
an instance lately in the Government's action
concerningr the canning of fish, and there is
still a inotion on the notice paper dealing
with a cheese factory. It would appear
that the Government by deliberate action
is seeking either fo squeeze out or prevent
the establishment of this private enterprise,
but not the particular favourite it has
chosen to support. At present the propa-
gandists of the Liberal Party are blaming
the Chifley-Socialist Government and say-
ing, "If you remove them from office and
vote for private 'enterprise all will be
well. " Apparently these propagandists
overlook all the shortages we are suffering
fromn. We are abort of coal, which is not
A' socialised industry;, we are short of iron
and steel, -which also is not a socialised
industry; we are also short of building
materials, timber, bricks and cement.

Mr. Yates: Why?

Mr. GRAHAM: Because of the ineffici-
ency of private enterprise.

Mr. Yates: What rot I

Mr. GRAHAM: Or to some extent be-
cause of the inefficiency of the MeLarty-
Watts Government, which seems to he in-
capable of mobilising our resources. The
only reason 1? mentioned the name of the
Government was because apparently the
member for Canning seems to think that
the Government has something to do with
it.

The Minister for Education: You are
spoiling a good speech by that last remark.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am sorry I mentioned
the Minister for Education by name.

The Minister f or Education; Apparently
the difficulty of obtaining coal in New South
Wales was because the workers would not
wor. all the time.

3r. GRAHAM: I am pleased to hear the
Mlinister say that. The poinit is that the
coalmining industry in that State is pri-
vately-owned. Consequently, if there is a
shortage of coal that is an indictment of
private enterprise.

Mr. Leslie: The workers enjoy the free-
dom to cripple the country. Socialism has
that freedom.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for East Perth had better address the Chair.

M.-r. GRAHAMN: There is a certain
amcunt of crossfiring. Private enterprise
has fallen down to the extent that it is not
delivering the goods. Why socialism should
be blamed for it is beyond me entirely.

Hon. A. Rt. G. Hawke. And all these
shortages existed before this coal strike.

Mr. GRAHIAM: Yes, but perhaps there
were a fewr stoppages in the coalmines be-
fore the recent strike. There have been
.Shortages of other commodities, perhaps be-
cause of the coal strike, perhaps for other-
reasons; but chiefly because the industries
are in the hands of private enterprise.

Mr. Leslie: They all hinge on key indus-
tries

Mr. GRAHAM: Which are in the hands
of private' enterprise. The blacker the pic-
ture! we paint of the economic situation, the
greater the indictment of private enterprise.

The Minister for Education: Did you
study the remarks of the Prime Minister a
few weeks ago9 You will not find much
con' fort. in them along those lines.

M1r. GRAHAM: I do not know in what
respect. However, we cannot carry on an
unli'mited discussion.I

The Minister for Education: I suggest
that you make a few more inquiries before
you pursue your present line of argument.

Mr. GRAHAM: I have made quite a
number of inquiries and done a tremendous
amount of thinking. The fulsome state-
ments by Conservative propagandists, how-
ever, lead me to believe that no thinking
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whatsoever was done in their ease. Once
again there has been an appeal to mob hys-
teria in an endeavour to create a fear com-
plex, instead of there being an appeal, as
one would wish, to the reason and good
sense of the people. I heard a definition of
democracy given by Professor Murdoch as
being Government by the representatives of
an enlightened people. Uf efforts are made
deliberately to distort matters and stampede
people, by a Party that has always used
fear tactics, that is no appeal to reason.

The Minister for Education: Perhaps
they learned something from the vicious
propaganda and the fear tactics of the La-
bour Party in bygone years.

Mr. Rodoreda: What about those 6 x 3
posters that cost half a million pounds?

The Minister for Educaton: I was speak-
ing about fear tactics and not posters.

Mr. GRAHAM: I remember that in 1934
when I made my first bid for politics in the
Federal sphere there were tremendous pos-
ters displayed. They appeared to be 20 x 10
to me and they showed a man's home and
possessions 4 going up in flames.

Mr. Rodoreda: That is right; they were
going up in flames.

M r. GRAHAM: They showed a man
,dragging his kiddies along with his wife
in tears and all bedraggled. The posters de-
dlared that that was the spectacle likely to
confront the people of Australia if Labour
were returned to power at that time. I sup-
pose that in every election a certain amount
of license is taken by both sides. But if we
consider the last two Federal elections- and
that is where the big socialist bogey was
raised-I think it will be agreed that no ful-
some promises were made by Labour in or-
der to gain supp~ort. I do not know that any
attempt was made to arouse a fear complex
in the people. Rather was it a matter of
showing that certain promises made by the
Opposition were incapable of fulfiment.
That was the attitude of the Labour Party-
an appeal to reason.

I say with all seriousness that perhaps
there will -be a real threat of communism
being a force to take over the Government
of this country and all the appeals in the
world to the people will not have any effect.
That is one of the difficulties in getting rid
of communists from industrial unions. There
are active militant industrialists who are not

communists and never have been and never
will he. But they are called communists.
Thea when a dinky-die communist is pointed
out to them they say, "There is somebody
else being labelled a communist the same as
I have been," and they become scepticl.
The Conservative forces may get away with
that sort of thing in the next election and
the succeeding one, but eventually the people
will wake up to it and will no longer be
impressed by those trying to scare them
with talk of communism. And if there is
a real threat, no notice will be taken of it.

Mr. Leslie: It is a fact thtO communists
have grown in strength while we have had
a Labour Government in existence.

Mr. Reynolds: What rot!

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know that that
is so.

Mr. Leslie: They have never been as
powerful as now.

Mr. GRAHAM: I would not say that.

Mr. Leslie: Look at the facts. You do not
have to 6say it.

Mr. GRAHAM: This must be taken into
account: that when there is a Labour Gov-
ernment in office, any industrial dispute will
be played up by the Press to the maximum.

M r. Leslie: They did not need to play
this up.

Mir. GRAHAM: But surely the member
for Mt. M1arshall is not going to try to make
me believe he is not aware that there were
general stoppages in the coalmines of New
South Wales previously!

Mr. Yates: They struck during the war.

The Mfinister for Education: They were
r.w.w: then:

Mr. GRAHAM1: Many years before the
war there had been serious dislocations of
one sort and another, before the communist
party was established in Australia.

Mr. Graydon: That was before they fell
out with the Labour Party.

Mr. GRAHAM: With regard to socialism
and free enterprise, there is this to be said
about it: That when private enterprise gets
into a mess of any sort or is incapable of
dealing with a problem, it is necessary for
the Government to step mt

The Attorney General: Put the Army in.
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Mr. GRAHAM: That is so. In regard to
housing, private enterprice could not handle
the situation, which required an overall
control by a public authority in the inter-
ests of the community. So we have materials
control and Housing Commissions and the
rest of it. Because the mess in which we as
a community find ourselves cannot be riglhted
by private enterprise, there has got to be
some direction, some interference by the
Government. That by and large, is what
Labour means by socialism: that if in the
public interest certain things should be done
the enterprises concerned should be taken
ovei and run exclusively by the State. It
does not mean, as the member for Middle
Swan apparently thinks, that with the com-
ing of socialism one wvill be compelled to
share one's toothbrush with one's neighbour.
The hon. member has all sorts of fantastic
ideas. We have heard of this freedom, which
has been interfered with to a considerable
extent by this Government.

We have heard of the need for a return
to the Australian way of life. I do not know
what the Australian way of life was;- but it
strikes mne that it included anything from
100,000 to 250,000 men out of work and
farmers being in difficulties, without waiting
for a depression to come along, and no pro-
pe social services provided for, the people
generally. Those were the days of freedom;
but I venture to suggest that, notwithstand-
ing the moans and groans about taxation and
the rest of it, the people of Australia are

*better off and more secure than they ever
were before. Surely if a Government is
condemned when things go wrong, it is en-
titled to a certain measure of credit when
things are satisfactory.

Mr. Leslie: The export prices play some
part.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so. Pre-war
there were occasions when the price of wheat
and wool rose to very high levels. Today
£1 is equal -to about 10s. then. But there
was not the general prosperity in, those
times that there is today; there was not the
feeling of security amongst the people.

Mr. Yates: There is not much feeling of
security now with the high costs that prevail.

Mr. GRAHA M:- I suggest that the mem-
bers of the 'Liberal Party are not in a 'Posi-
tion to know, because they move in a totally
different social circle.

Mr. Yates: What circle do you move in
that is any different from mine?

'Mr. GRAHAM: I could answer that, but
I do not want to reduce the debate to a
personal level. It is interesting to note
that that free country of free enterprise and
of capitalism in exeelsis-the United States
of America-had in July of last year two
and a quarter million unemployed, and in
July of this year over 4,000,000. It is ex-
pected that by next year there will bo be-
tween 6,000,000 and 8,000,000 unemployed.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: The old-age pensioners and so on,
are included in that list of unemployed.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is entirely false.
The Honorary Minister for Supply and

Shipping: You say so, but I say it is not.

Mr. Grayden: Most of them have made
so much cash that they are taking a spell.

Mr. GRAHAM: These are working men
who have been discharged and are regis-
tered as unemployed.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: And men over 60 and 70 years
of age, invalids and others are included in
that list.

Mr. GRAHAM: Obviously the Honorary
M inister for Supply and Shipping does not
know what she is talking about, because
persons in the categories she has mentioned
do not total a couple of million or so, hut
tens of milli~ons.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping;, You go there and find out.

Mr. GRAHAM: There is no need to go
there in order to get atatistis. This is the
first speech we have had from the Honorary
Minister for Supply and Shipping for about
two months, and it is very nice to hear her
voice again; and there is this about it, she
did not read it. So we have the illustration
of this country of free enterprise.

1Mr. Orsyden: With one in 40 temporarily
out of work.

Mr. GRAHAM:- On the figures I have
given, I do not know where the hon. mrems-
her gets the idea of these people being
temporarily out of work.

Mr, Yates: Would their monetary system
have something, to do with their unemploy-
mentq

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know, but there
we have the classic example.
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Mr. Grayden: It is obvious--

The CHAIRMLAN: Order! Members must
cease interjecting and give the member for
East Perth a chance to make his speech in
his own way.

Mr. GRAHTAM1: I am glad you said that,
Mr. Chairman, because for some time past
I have been endeavouriug to arrive at my
coneluding1 remarks.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! If the mem-
her for East Perth would address the Chair
instead of baikzng to members across the
Chamber he would get on a lot better.

Mr. GRAHIAM: I agree with you, 31r.
Chairman. We have the most classic
example of a capitalist country in the world's
history, n yet in it there are ilflions of
unemployed, and they are increasing by mil-
lions each year. Here, in our own country,
Australia, which is supposed to he muined
by a socialist Government, we have the re-
verse. Th~ere are jobs that it is impossible
to fill. In Western Australia some 3,000
jobs are available today, and no-one is offer-
ing for them. Where the Liberals have
madhe a great mistake is that they haxe en-
deavoured to get people to believe that
capitalism is democracy. I say it is the
antithesis of democracy because the MOTO
private enterprise has been curbed; the mare
social services have been granted; the more
the ordinary people have been uplifted, the
more dfemocratic the country has become.
Therefore, the more we find vested interests
curbed in favour of the people of the
coiuntry, the closer do we arrive at a stage
approaching democracy.

People bold democracy in contempt, as
suggested by the member for Irwin-Moore,
because of the attempt to make them believe
that all the rottenness and hardship they
have to endure under the capitalist system
is democracy. INo wonder they -wipe their
hands of it. It is encouragig people to
go to communism. Probably before long we
can expect a young man like the member
for Middle Swan to link up with the com-
munists, because he has given definite evi-
dence of having certain traits indicating the
possibility of going to one extreme or the
other. If he does not become a devotee
of Stalin, I feel certain he will be a de-
votee of the late Adolf Hitler.

Mr. HOAR: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a div
following result:-

Ayes.
Noes

Majority against

Mr. ('overlay
Mr. Grahms
Mr. H1awk.
M r. Hoar
Mr. Mcclullocb
Mr. Noodhamn
Mr. Oliver

Mr- Abbott
Mr. Acklmnd
Mrs. cardellbOliver
M6r. Cornell

1Ir: Donor
Mr. Orsyden
Mr. Hill
"Mr. Leslie
Mr. Me~ulloch
Mr. McDonald

Ar.s

orE8

'ision taken with the

13
19

6

Mr. Panton
IMr. Reynolds
Mr. aleeman
Mr. Styanta
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Rodoreda

(Yeller.)J

Mr. Murray
Mr. Nimrna
Mr. North
Mr. Seward
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr Brand

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

MR. HOAR (Nelson) [5.2]: 1 wish first
of all to thank the Premier, Mr. Chairman,
for enabling me to address the Comn-
mittee at this time in the morning. I
have often wanted to make a speech at 5
a.m. and now I ain being given that oppor-
tunity and pleasure. I would point out,
however, that it is a most unusuail practice
for this Chamber-if not a complete reeQrd
in Parliamentary procedure-that in the
month of September we should be asked to
continue a debate at 5 a.m.-

The 'Minister for Housing: No doubt we
are breaking a lot of records.

Mr. IIOAR: There' seems to be some
urgent reason for the Government to adopt
this attitude and I only hope that the Pre-
mier, who has now reduced himself to a state
where he places a price on a man's speech-

The Premier: The last one cost the country
S200.

Mr. HOAR: Then I hope he can find suffi-
cient from his Budget or his deficit to enable
me to carry on. I desire also to inform
members that I will speak as quietly as I
can, so that they may sleep if they wish to,
but I hope they will sleep silently. When the
Premier returned from the Eastern State-,
it struck me that he looked a very worried
man. I was surprised at that, considering
the favourable treatment he had received
while over there. I could have understood
his looking and feeling worried, and having
pricks of conscience on his way to the*East,
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as to whether his leadersip-particularly
his financiall leadership-had been as success-
ful as this State is entitled to expect, had
be not known he would receive fair treat-
mnent. But after having received the favour-
able reception that he did get from both the
Grants Commission and the Prime Minister,
'Mr. Chitley, as a result of which he received
an extra £600,000 odd, I thought he
would return looking more pleased than
in fact he did. it may be that it was
not the Budget or the fear of a deficit that
caused him to he worried. Perhaps he has
been looking back on the record of his Gov-
ermnent over the last two and a half years
and wondering what he is to tell the people
early next year.

The Premier: You will be surprised. I
will have plenty to tell them. I

Mr. HOAR: I will be surprised if the
Premier has anything worthwhile to relate.

The Premier: You have given me some-
thing worthwhile tonight.

Mr. HOAR: I have said very little yet.

The Premier: I am referring to others who
have spoken.

Mr. HOAR: It is true that the Premier of
the State must go every so often to the
Eastern States-

The Premier: Once a year.

Mr. HOAR: It proves the increasing de- -
pendence of the States on Commonwealth
aid. Considering the reasonable treatment
be has received during his two years of office,
I think the Premier will agree that his pre-
vious ideas and opinions as to how the State
should be financed, through a return of its
taxing rights, were- so futile as to be ridicu-
lous. He used the State Rights slogan in
the last election caimpaign, as something that
his Government would strive to attain. I
am convinced that as the result of his ex-
perience as Treasurer he has now no inten-
tion whatever of advocating, in the next
State election campaign, any such procedure
for this State. It is logical to assume that
the weaker States, such as Western Aus-
tralia, Tasmania and South Australia, must
be helped by the stronger States that pro-
vide most of the Commonwealth's finance. I
fail to see how it would be possible for any
Premier or Government to develop a State
of this kind-with its peculiar problems-
in a manner such as to fit it to take its
rightful place in Commonwealth affairs,

with the income that could he derived from
the State's resources alone. Consequently,
we must get money from elsewhere.

I do not at any time quibble when a
defl~it is declared in this State, for I do not
see how it is possible to avoid a deficit in
a State like this, that has enterprising ideas
and intends to pursue them. However,
though I am not concerned about our de-
ficit; I am concerned with the expenditure
of our income. I want to see this State pre-
pared by enterprising development to take
its place not only in the affairs of the Comn-
mnonwealth, but, also in those of the British
Commonwealth of Nations. I believe that
when Britain has fully recovered her pre-
vious eminent position in the world-which
to me is inevitable-Australia, and to
a lesser extent Western Australia,
will play a most important part in
Empire and world affairs. We should
plan for that day and should not be satis-
fied to mark time in our politics and simply
depend on the happenings of the past, as
we have done in the last two sessions.

Whenever this Government has been faced
with a problem, it has either referred the
matter to a Royal Commission or a Select
Committee or, in the case of a Bill of a
certain kind, it has followed the practice of
having the Bill carried in this House, in
order to give the public the impression
that the Government was in favour of
the legislation, only to have its repre-
senitatives in the Legislative Council
defeat the measure at a later stage.
That is the sort of thing we have been
doing here. Many and varied are the in-
terests of Western Australia and oppor-
tunities exist in this State, probably to a
greater extent than in any other State in
the Commonwealth, for us to play a much
more important part in Commonwealth af-
fairs and in those of the Empire. It is im-
portant that Great Britain, as head of the
Commonwealth of Nations, should be as-
sisted to recovery in the quickest possible
time. We ought to do everything that is
possible in our power, as a member of the
Commonwealth of Nations, to assist in that
recovery.

In Australia' as a result 'of and since the
war, we have never known of suffering of
an economic nature and we have not been
asked to put ourselves out in any way at all
to assist in that recovery. All that we have
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done has been to send £'25,090,000 as a gift
from the Commonwealth Treasury to Great
Britain. However, when any assistance has
been given to other countries it has always
been done at our price. We are inclined
to develop a very selfish attitude to affairs,
particularly in regard to those of import-
ance such as assisting in the recovery of
Great Britain.

I am perfectly convinced that today there
are evil forces at work in the 'World that
neither believe in God nor in the rights
of man. That has already been -referred
to tonight but I did not want to bring
the subjeet-matter of what I have to say
on a particularly low plane as it was for
some considerable time this evening. I
am also convinced that unless the British
Commonwealth of -Nations can, within a
reasonably short number of years, be as-
sisted to become the driving force it was
in years; gone by, we can expect a challenge
from these evil forces to the democracy
which all of us hold dear. I would say that
that challenge would certainly he within the
next 10 years.

Of course there are many things in the
Commonwealth of Nations of which I
heartily disapprove, as I do with certain
things, in my own country. However, I
think they are mostly to be found in the
reac-tionary policies- of the Liberal Party
And -its counterparts in other countries.
They are domestic affairs only and wvill be
adjusted in the course of time. But, I do
insist that we are esssentielly a demotratie
people, and a freedom loving people, and
we abhor dictatorships of any kind either
of the Left or of the Right. Probably it
is more important today than at any other
time in the history of this country, that
we should organise ourselves to prevent

suha dictatorship taking place, either of
the Left or the Right. It is quite possible
for us to have a dictatorship of the Right;
let us never make any mistake about that.

The Minister for Housing: It has hap-
pened twice before.

Mr. HOAR:- It is quite possible to have
a dictatorship of the Right in Australia
today. That policy of the Right is repre-
sented in politici through the Liberal Party
and we have read, in recent months, state-
ments by the Federal Leader of that Party
as to what he would do with some of these
few misguided people in the country who

call themselves communists. We have heard
talk of wielding the big stick-even con-
centration camps, deportation and other
things of that kind-in order to aeny exist-
ence to a small number of people who dis-
agree with the policy of the Liberal Party.
That is all it means and nothing else.
When we consider the dangers of a dicta-
torship, either of the Right or the Left,
we do not go so much on what a person or
organisation spays, hut we do pay particu-
lar heed to their actions.

If we add to the utterances of the Fed-
eral Leader of the Liberal Party-concern-
ing the campaign which he would wage to
stamp out what are known as communist
agitators in this country-what he and his
colleagues, particularly in this State, have
beentiattempting, over the past few months,
to do to the Country Party, we will see
just what intentions are behind the minds
of these men. They seek to dominate this
continent. We have seen what they would
do to the Country Party by preventing any
further opposition to their whims and aims,
and they would do the same thing to the
Labour Party if they had the opportunity.
In my opinion there is only one strong safe-
guard against a dictatorship of the Right
or Left and that is a continuation and
building uip of our present vigorous anti
vigilant Labour Party in Australia. That
is the centre core .of democracy that is

,neither represented by the Liberal Party
on the Right nor the communist party on
the Left. I believe that the Labour Party
represents the only satfeguard that we have
to the menace of a dictatorship in Austra-
lia. I ]ook upon the British Comnmonwealth
of Nations as the hard, central core of
democratic thought to which many other
nations, in the course of time, will attach
themselves.

The Minister for Ho using: T agree with
you.

Mr. HOAR: We should do everything in
our power to assist in retaining that central
core. In recent years we have seen the
rehabilitation of certain European countries
after their war experiences. We notice, too,
that people are attempting, inmany millions,
to leave the various countries of Europe, not
so much from the ordinary spirit of migra-
tion which existed prior to the war-and
perhaps was based onl almost entirely
economic grounds-but because they are now
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seeking new fields an d pastures almost
entirely for political reasons. This recovery
of the various countries of Europe-and
other countries too that have been affected
by the war-adds nothing to international
harmony when we see a spirit of nationalism
abroad. There is as much selfishness ap-
parent in human nature, and therefore in the
nations, as ever there was.

I believe that the greatest problem in the
world today is what to do with its surplus
population. Many nations have had their
entire eeonomies disrupted as a result of the
war and its effeds. Today, European coun-
tries have thousands of people seeking fresh
fields either through economic or political rea-
sons. 1 am of the opinion that some of our
Empire countries, Canada, Rhodesia, Austra-

liat and New Zealand, can play a tremendously
important part in absorbing some of this
population. It is a population, from a politi-
cal point of view, which would be entirely ac-
ceptable to us because these people hate coin-
munisyn as much as we do. They are really
seeking a new country, where they can live
in comfort and happiness and express them-
selves as free human beings. I was reading,
a copy of the publication that all members
reeivc-"Foreign Affairs" -and I notice
that a permanent migration committee has
been established. I quote-

The Permanent Migration Committee, con-
siating of representatives of 24 countries, met
in Geneva in January and adopted a series of
draft texts in which migration for employment
would be regulated internationally. The texts
included two draft international labour con-
ventions, a draft recommendation and a draft
agreement designed to serve as a model for
bilateral agreements between countries of
immigration and emigration. The draft con-
ventions dealt with minimum international
standards regarding recruitment, placing and
working conditions of migrants and the exemp-
tion from Customs Duty of the personal effects
and tools of migrants. The Committee approved
recommendations aimed at stimulating the
international exchange of trainees for indus-
try, and general principles governing niigra-
tion for settlement on the land which would
include inquiries regarding the regions suit-
able for-such migration. The Committee also
proposed that information should be obtained
to assist in the resettlement of the thirty
thoicsand specialist refugees and displaced per-
sona now in the care of the International
Refugee Organization in the Western Zones of
Germany, in Austria and in Italy and should
be communicated to the sixty member coun-

So there is clear evidence today that there
is a permanent migration, from representa-
tives of 24 countries which all nations who
are in a like position to Australia can ap-

proach for certain classes of workers, and
certain people whom we know would be ac-
ceptable for political reasons and would he
of great value to us industrially. So all
countries within the -British Empire should
endeavour to take advantage of that. As
to Canada, I looked up the notes of the pro-
ceedings of the Parliamentary Conference,
which members would do well to read,,deal-
ing with the subject of migration. In it
speeches have, of course, been recorded by
representatives of all Empire countries and
the subject in the early part of thc book
deals with migration.

Mr. Rodoreda called attention to the state
of the Committee.

Bells ruing and a quorum formed.

Air. HOAR: I was about to indicate what
a number of British Commonwealth countries
can do to assist other countries of the world
that have a surplus population by taking
some of that population and thereby develop-
ing our own areas. We find that Canada has
an area of 3,500 square miles and a popula-
tion of 12,000,000 people only. The area of
Canada is 50 per cent. greater than that of
continental Europe, which supports a popu-
lation of 400,000,000. ,Canada has 550,000
square miles at present occupied by farms
or having agricultural potentialities. From
reports I gather that only half of that area
is settled in farms and many of those are
not used today to their fullest capacity.
Thez7e are 1,220,000 square miles of Canadian
forest which is the greatest timber area in
the world outside Russia. Of that, 340,000
square miles is unused although it has
potential productive capacity and awaits
further population. The Canadian delegate
to the conference on page 6 said this:-

I told the Parliament in my own country not
very long ago. that we, in Canada, with our
small population of 12 million people canot
hope to hold indefinitely the great" resources
which we nowv possess unless we proceed to
use them. I think history has shown that if
you neglect to use, to cultivate, to occupy,
and in consequence are unable to defend, the
territory which has been assigned to you, in
due season someone else will use it and occupy
it. I am not a prophet, and certainly I am
not prophesying war or disaster, but I do
say thatmn the course of nature, as the years
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and perhaps centuries go by, those who neglect
to ovcupy and use the resources which are
theirs will in all probability pass out of the
picture and others will occupy that territory
in their place.
The 'New Zealand delegate at page 12 bad
this to say-

Mfuch of the argument put forward by Mr.
Rosevear of Australia is common. to us in New
Zealand. Our area is 104,000 square miles,
which is pqual to the area of England, Scotland
and half of Ireland. Our population is 1,839,000
of whom 109,000 arc Maoris. Nobody will
deny that we are under-populated. I believe
thlat today, with our present facilities and. the
amnenities which we enjoy in our land, we
could quite easily maintain a population of
5,000,000 people. Although our birthrate this
year was the highest ever recorded in the his-
tory of the coutry--and we have also taken
some migrantsi from thes4e shores-it' ia esti-
mated that it wvill be another 10 years at least
before we have half that number wvithia our
borders. At the present time we have 30,000
situations for which we cannot find emiployees.
All our people are in full-time employment.
The delegate for Southern Rhodesia had this
to ay-

I do not think there is any country in the
British Emnpire denat needse European immi-
grants more desperately than Southern Rho-
desia. That may appear to be an extravagant
stateLment, and I would like you to bear with
me for a few momenta while T give you some-
thing of our background and somethiag of
our problem so that I may substantiate that
Statement.

Southern Rhodesia, f or all pRctical purposes
is only 60 years old. Less than 60 years ago
Europeans first started to colonise the country.
We have an area of 150,000 square miles-
three times the size of England and Wales,
larger than the size of New Zealand or of
pro-war Germany. We have natural resources
which Amply cry aloud for development. In
population we have 1,800,000 indigenous Afri-
eans and only 105,000 Europeans. Ta agri-
culture we can produce cattle and maize and
we can produce tobacco and a variety of other
crops. We are today the biggest exporters of
Virginia type tobacco in the British Common-
wealth. We can produce, and are producing
today, 40 per cent. of the requirements of
Virginia-type tobacco of the United Kingdom
'although only 25 per cent. of that crop has
actually been exported here. That vast amount
of tobacco is heing produced by a few hundred
growers and only a portion of the country has
been scratched.

Our mineral resources are remarkable. We
have one of the most unique coal-fields in the
world. There are 300 square miles of coal
deposits of high coking value, lying just be-
neath the surface, dipping almost parallel with
the surface so that you can drive a motor-ear
to any working face. We have asbestos, and

we have some of the finest chromium ore de-
posits in the world, Americans are crying
out for chromium, and Chromium means dol-
lars. And, of course, there is also gold. It
was gold that caused the Colony first to be
populated by Europeans.

But with all these vast resources we have
only 205,000 Europeans. After listening to the
varions speakers, I know there are competing
claims for migrants of the type we require.
We appreciate the needs of Australia, 'New Zea-
land and Canada, and the great needs of the
Old Country; bat oar bonds are very close, we
are tied very clasely to you, and surely when
there are competing claims for something which
is in short supply you must have some system
of priority.

I have read these extracts deliberately be-
cause I -want members, seeing that they in-
sist upon my speaking at this early hour of
the morning, to grasp fully the import of
that information. I want to make them
think about it an4 realise that there is some
merit in what I have to say. With regard
to Australia we hive a little under 3%000 r-
000 square miles of couintry, which is half
the area of Russia, almost as great as
that of the 'United States of Ameriea
and more than one fifth of the Brit-
ish Empire, and yet we have only a popula-
tion of 7,500,000. There are great natural
resources in this country. There is no ques-
tion about that, and it will be agreed that
for a. nation so small in numbers we have
done remarkably well and our people enjoy
a very high standard of living.

But if there is any country in the world
today that needs more population it is Aus-
tralia. We have a great opportunity here
if we have men of the right calibre and
Courage to organ ise our resources in such a
way as to encourage migration to this land
of ours in far larger numbers than are com-
ing'here at present. Personally, I think we
must not depend too much upon land settle-
ment for the promotion -of a large increase
in our population. We know, according to
figures 1 have, that on the 30th July of last
year there were 16,000,000 acres cleared in
Western Australia but statistics also dis-
close, unfortunately, that of that great
area only 4,500,000 acres -are under crop
each year. There is a tremendous area of
land today held in many cases by wealthy
men who are not putting it to the best ad-
vantage,

We have heard previous debates in this
House, particularly in connection with one
Bill I well remember the present Leader of
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the Opposition introducing for the purpose
of amending the Closer Settlement Act.
During the progress of that debate it be-
came clear to us who now sit on the Opposi-
tion side of the Chamber that the present
Government represents the type of people
who in those days were very reluctant to
take any steps to have that legislation
amended in a way that would ensure easier
access to those vast land resources that are
held today but not properly used. In view
of that fact, I do not think we can expect a
great increase of population as a result of
land settlement. We have already received
a staggering blow this week with the defeat
of the Laud Sales Control Act Amendment
(Continuance) Bill in the Legislativei Coun-
cil. There is no doubt that, as a State, we
shall suffer as a result of that measure be-
ing set aside.

The Premier: The New South Wales
Government has dropped land sales control,
according to what I have read in the Press.

Mr. HIOAR: The action of the Legislative
Council cannot have any other effect than to
raise the cost of soldier land settlement. To-
day the Government has availed itself of all
the vacant holdings wider the Rural Bank
and has very little Crown land at its dis-
posal. in those circumstances, for settlement
of that description it will have to depend on
the purchase of large estates from the 16,-
000,000 acres of cleared land, of which
something less than 12,000,000 acres Ba not
under crop each year. The effect is that
from, the 31st December next the Govern-
ment will he forced to pay-through the nose
to those people who hold the land that will
be required for any extensive land settle-
ment programme. Possibly the Government
will be glad to do that because the people
who normally support it are the owners of
the properties.

That is all very well, but if we are to do
what the people would like us to, we will
no he assisted in that direction by the de-
feat of that measure. Is it suggested that
the Government did not know of these
things and of what was going to happen?
The Liberal Party is like the Labour Party
and has its meetings once a week. Is it to
he suggested that that particular measure
was not debated at its meetings? The Gov-
ernment, however, is responsible to some
extent for the actions of the miembers Of
the Legislative Council because of the re-
lease from control of fencing wire, building
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materials and cement that are required but
air in such short supply in the Soutb-West.
I tell the Premier that after the 31st De-
cember of this year the cost of soldier settle-
ment will increase tremendously as the result
of the action taken by Liberal and Country
Party members in the Legislative Council.

Bather than turn our eyes to the land,
we should peek to increase, as rapidly as
possible, our secondary industries, for that,
I believe, will prove to he the salvation qf
Australia, and of Western Australia in par-
ticular, in the future. To my mind we prob-
ably have better opportunities in Western
Australia fo: the development of secondary
industries wnan is apparent in any other
State of the Commonwealth. We have vast
resources that as yet have not keen tapped.
This is the opportunity to do so. I think
the Premier should have been able to give
effect to some development plans during the
last two anid a half years. That is
when it should have been done. As things
are, it is for us now to do the work and
blueprint the necessary plans that will en-
able us to absorb rapidly as great an in-
creased population as possible.

There are many people, even in the Com-
monwealth Parliament, who believe we
should take large industries from England
and dlump them holus bolas in Australia.
In my opinion that would be the worst pos-
sible mistake we could make. It is essential
for the preservation of the British Com-
monwealth of Nations and all it stands for
respecting democracy, that Great Britain
should be retained as a strong and powerful
nation. It would be most unfortunate for
us if we should attract large numbers of
people from Great Britain for the mere
selfish purpose of further developing the
Commonwealth. It would he better for us
to utilise the Opportunity to bring to these
shores large numbers- of the expellees to
be found in numerous countries of the world.
According to the details that are obtainable
there are upwards of 10,000,000 expellees of
whom vast numbers are in concentration
camps. We should get in touch with the
International Migration Committee and pre-
sent the case of Australia, particularly that
of Western Australia, for the migration of
people in sufficient numbers to enable us to
get ahead with the task.
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I want to see much done with respect
to the promotion of secondary industries
here because I know what -we have at hand
and the vast potentialities of this country.
We must take action along those lines. If
we are interested in the future development'
of this State, we must recognise the neces-
sity to take advantage of the opportunities
available to absorb in large numbers mi-
grants from the European countries.

The Attorney General: Are the people
you talk about Germans?

Mr. HOAR: They are drawn from all,
the European nations.

The Attorney General: You would favour
that, would you?

Mr. HOAR: Yes, I do. I favour it from
every point of view, because with a commit-
tee such as this, established to look after the
transfer of the world's surplus population-
for that is what it amounts to; there is this
large movement going on all the time-would
be interested in obtaining information on re-
quirements from a country like Australia that
could absorb a large number of the type it
requires. We have nothing to fear politically,
because these people hate communism as much
as we do and could fit quite easily and smooth-
ly into our way of life. In passing I would
say that, so far as Great Britain is con-
cerned, we should not expect much more
from her. For the past 140 years she has
been sending out to her colonies 20,000 ,000
people. In fact, there would be no such
thing as the British Commonwealth of
Nations, as we know it today, had it not
been for this emigration, but there is a limit.
to what Britain can do in this regard. I
am of the opinion that -we should encourage
migrants, but not so much from England,
although we should not discourage them.

We should not set ourselves out to de-
prive Britain of large numbers of her
people, because it would be unfair to that
country, to which we shall have to turn
when it comes to the defence of those things
which I think will he seriously challenged
within the next ten years.- From another
point of view it would be unfair to expect
mnigrants from England in large numbers.
Every person taken from England increases
the burden of the natibnal debt on those re-
maining. That would be entirely unfair, un-
less Australia, including the Premier of this
State, would agree that as 'We accepted ni-
grants from England we should also accept

their share of the, national debt. I doubt
whether the Premier would have any live
interest in that direction.

There is another matter I should like to
mention in passing which, to Me, is import-
ant and which puts a drag on migration
from members of the British Commonwealth
of Nations. All of these have social service
systems that are separate and distinct from
each other; they are not interchangeable in
any way, and unless some scheme can be
adopted to make them reciprocal, so that
a man and his family coming from Canada
to Australia could come with the assurance
that he would receive those services here to
the same extent as he. received them in the
country he was leaving-unless something
of that nature could be adopted and organ-
ised by all members of the British Common-
wealth of Nations-I doubt very much
whether we can encourage migration on a
large scale; particularly men with families
and dependants.

We should do nothing at all to embarrass
Great Britain. I have already said that I
think we ought to help her in every -way
possible, because unquestionably she has
enough trouble as it is, what with her finan-
cial relations with America and the dollar
situation. It seems clear to me that the
people who control the almighty dollar are
beginning to put the screw on England, as
they always do when a challenge is made to
their authority. Such a challenge is de-
finitely being made by the Socialist Govern-
ment of Great Britain. The selection of Mr.
John Snyder as chairman to preside over the
dollar talks that are now commencing in
England, convinces me that the bankers arc
again in the saddle.

The Minister for Housing: Mr. Hoffman
spoke very fairly.

Mr. HOAR: I know that Mr. Snyder was
originally selected as chairman and I have
not seen any contradiction of that in the
papers during the past few days.

The Minister for Housing: He still is
chairman. The other man is very fair.

Mr. HOAR: Some good must have come
of the warnings about Great Britain's
dollar crisis. It was given in Washington
by Senator Wherry, who had a great deal
to say about the selection of Mr. Snyder.
He said he thought at the time he made the
statement that the fact that such a man-
bearing in mind his position-had been
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selected for the position of chairman of
these talks had convinced him, as it cer-
tainly did me, that the banking system of
America was dominating the policies of
America and attempting to do the same in
Great Britain. There is no question in my
mind that if the dollar talks proceed along
the lines indicated in the cutting from which
I quoted, they will, in spite of the change
of chairmanship, at once reduce Great
Britain quite easily to a state of economic
collapse and bankruptcy. It would not sur-
prise me in the least. That is exactly what
America would like to see.

The Minister for Housing: I do not think
America could afford it herself.

Mr. HOAR: She would expect to gain in
the long run.

The Minister for Housing: I doubt that.

Mr. HOAR: One of the chief grievances
from the American point of view,
judging by what I have read over the
last few months, is the multilateral
trade agreement between Great Britain
and the other nations of the British
Commonwealth. If Britain had to devalue
her pound, it would have repercussions
throughout the Cbmmonwealth of Nations
and Canada, Australia and other British
nations would suffer, as their trade would
be reduced to the point where they would
be placed in far greater dependency on the
American dollar. That is what I think
America is after. I hope Great Britain
will have enough sense to tell America to
get to hell out of it because I am quite cer-
tain that it is a shameful thing to do. Here
we have a country, the United Kingdom,
whose agricultural production is 50 per cent.
greater than it was before the war and
whose exports are 50 per cent. higher than
in 1938, being told to accept even a greater
degree of austerity than now; in other
words to give the people less food, less
clothing, less everything-make them slaves
so that the power of the almighty dollar
shall prevail.

That is what, in my opinion, is behind the
Ameri'au dollar position. I have heen sus-
picious of this plan for a long time, because
we saw its counterpart in 1928, when Sir
Otto Niemeyer and Mr. Guggenheliner came
to Australia at a time when Australia was
producing enough wheat to feed a popula-
tion two and a half times its strength, and
producing timber and bricks sufficient for

bomne building flquirents. Australia at
the time had no unemployment problem; we
were a happy people. Yet these men told us
we wvere not as rich as we though we were
and had to tighten our belts. We did, with
the result that we went into the depression.
That is what the people who control the
finances of the world can do to any coun-
try and America is attempting to do that
to Great Britain today.

The Minister for Housing: She is giving
Marshall aid, though.

M_. HOAR: Yes. I have no argument
against it; it is absolutely necessary al-
though it is causing nations to take §ides,
so that ultimately, in my opinion, she will
have a stranglehold on them. I think
America is challenging the British Empire
and the western world generally; but what
concerns me is that Australia should be
kept in the British Empire, rather than
that the almighty dollar should be pre-
served. If we are to assist Great Britain
in any way at all, we should not take her
population in great numbers. We should
seek to get the expellees from war-tomn
Europe, as wvell as refugees whom we know
to exist by the hundred thousand and en-
courage them to fit themselves in our way
of life and assist us to establish our in-
dustries. Having got so far in expressing
my opinion that we should do something
about increasing the population of this,
country in the quickest possible time, I
think it would be hardly fair or reason-
able if I did not give some idea of how I
thought that could be achieved. I always
try to deal with a subject constructively,
and it is not sufficient for me to say what
we should do without giving some indica-
tion of the way in which I think it should
be done.

So far as secondary industries are con-
certed, to which I pin my faith as a means
of increasing the population, there was a
substantial increase in factories over the
last eight years during which the Labour
Government was in office. I shall give cer-
tai figures as a starting point. Between
1939 and 1947, factories increased from
2,122 to 2,615, and production increased
in value from £9,000,000 to £16,000,000. 1
give those figures as an indication that the
Labour Government wa.s fully aware of
the necessity for developing the secondary
industries of this State and accordingly
did everything it could to achieve that end.



[ASSEMBLY.]

The coal inastry id Western Australia
would stand further investigation and de-
velopment. We know that there are large
coal deposits at Collie, and we also know
that there is one at Fly Brook and another
in the Nunup area, and the quality of the
coal there is exceptionally sigh. I have not
the analysis with me, but I have had it
given to me, of a sample of coal sent to
the Eastern States for examination, and it
is equal to Collie coal and some of it very
little inferior to Newcastle coal. In Nan-

nua syndicate has been formed for the
development of the coal in that area. Not
having too much money, they recently ap-
proached the State Government for the
loan or hire of a boring plant to test a
certain section of the locality, but the ap-
peal has fallen on deaf ears so far as the
Minister for Mines is concerned.

The Government should do something
about this. If the development of the coal
deposits which are known to be in the
Nannup and Fly Brook areas was en-
couraged and those deposits ware used to
the best advantage so far as gasification
is concerned-which is another thing the
(loveroment has failed in-we would have
very little reason to import large quanti-
ties of Newcastle coal. We have all the
coal we need in this State. I know the Mid-
land line uses Newcastle coal for steam,
but apart from that the State can depen
on its own supplies.

No encouragement has bean given to
these people in Nannup, and I think it is
to the discredit of this Government that it
did not make some effort to assist the
syndicate. I assume the Government is
tob wrapped up in Amalgamated Collieries
to do anything in the matter, having given
the Black Diamond leases back to the com-
pany on the ground that it did not believe
In socialism. I thought that was a very
nice joke. I know plenty of members of
the Liberal Party who live in country areas
and who think that the Labour Government
did the right thing in providing the State
Electricity Commiission with its own coal
supplies. They say that if that was social-
Ismn, then they have heen socialists for a
good many years without knowing it, and
tty are prepared to say so. "In any ease,
there should be no need to import so much
coal. Certainly, some needs to be imported,
but not to the saine extent as now.

But our best bet so far as increasing cur
industrial activity in this State is con-
cerned and providing opportunities to
absorb a more rapid increase in popula-
tion is to be found in our State forests,
and the better utilisation of their timbers.
I have spoken on this subject more than
once, but I think it will bear repeating be-
cause, after all, we are using today only
sonmc 20 per cent. of our standing timber
and '80 per cent. is wasted for ever. That
80 per cent. represents enormous wealth
that is not being utilised. Sufficient wealth
could be obtained by distillation processes,
and the subsidiary industries that could be
expected to develop, as a6 result, to more
than meet the Premier's deficit this year.
There is no question of that at all.

We handle our forests as though we were
growing a crop of onions, instead of ralis-
ing that trees take hundreds of years to
grow. We allow 80 per cent. to be wasted.
The first step in the better utilisation of
our timbvr would be a fuller realisation
of the possibility of the use of sawdust.
I think the Minister will agree that some-
thing must be done along those lines. Saw-
dust has been proved an excellent fuel for
steam-raising and has been shown to be
more economical than offeuts. It is being
used in a certain section of industry at
Welslipool where one ton of sawdust pro-
duces 6,000 lb. of steam at 140 lb. pressure
per square inch. flown at Whittaker's mill
at Subiaeo they use sawdust shavings, and
Plaimars. use wood waste. Sawdust is also
used at the Home of the Good Shepherd.
Every year, approximately 100,000 tons of
sawdust is created in the mills of Western
Australia and its use as fuel in our larger
mills instead of timber would make avail-
able for other purposes an enormous quan-
tity of valuable wood. We use all the
spare cuts and edgings, the waste timber,
as firewood in the boilers. That could he
saved j f a proper method of blowing saw-
dust into the boilers were adopted.

I want to know what the Government has
been doing about it; because, three or four
years ago,/ I spoke on this subject to the
previous Government, and the then Minister
for Forests told me that after somne two
months' investigation he was prepared to
establish an experimental boiler in the State
sawmill at Pemberton at a cost of £16,000
to prove whether what I said was right or



[I SEPTsumsI, 1949.) 1727

wrong. That boiler has not been installed,
and I want to know whether this Govern-
ment realises the real waste of timber that
is taking place.

The Minister for Housing: Yes, I raised
the same point and I understand it is pro-
posed to change to step rates.

Mr. HOAR: The Government has lost
211 years trying this out. It is most im-
portant because we are in danger of losing
a good deal as a result of negleet. We are
letting the other States put it all over us,
so far as industrial development is concerned.
There is a hardboard industry in New South
Wales paying £3 10s. per ton for mill off-
cuts and billets for the manufacture of
masonite. If we had enough initiative to
commence a hardboard industry at Pember-
ton as a subsidiary industry to the State
sawmill there, we could obtain our main raw
material at practically no cost, provided the
boilers were converted to receive sawdust
as fuel. We could produce masonite at com-
petitive prices with any other State in thec
Commonwealth, because it is costless to us
at Pemberton whereas New South Wales has
to pay £3 10s. a ton. We are doing nothing
about it. Such an industry would make a
valuable contribution to the State housing
programme. Exports, too, in my opinion
would also be a probability because of low
costs of production. In addition, the Imb
and branch wood which is now left in the
bush is sufficient to maintain a charcoal-iron
and wood distillation indultry of 10 times
the size of that at Wundowie. It is known
that 350,000 tons of -wood per annum. is
sufficient to produce 100,000 tons of iron or
steel, 500 tons of acetic acid and 1,200,000
gallons of methanol each year.

At this stage I had intended to inflictr
very long story on the Chamber, but I will.
save it for the forests Estimates. The in-
vestigations of experienced officers prove that
the rough statement I have made is true and
that it is possible to establish an industry
10 times the size of that at Wundowie. Fromn
what I have heard, Iunbury has been
selected as the probable site of an iron and
steel industry in the Soutt-West. I agree
with that. I think it would .be the most
suitable site in the State. But I would dis-
agree if the production of charcoal and the
chemicals that are extracted as a result of

wood distillation is to be established at Bun-
bury. I think that particular part of the
industry, together with a hardboard industry
which would be established as well as a
rayon industry, should be decentralised from
the liunbury area, and Get up where the raw
product exists. The charcoal would be sent
to Dunbury for the purpose of manufactur-
iag the steel. That seems to me to be the
logical outcome of any further development
in the timber industry in the utilisation of
the waste products to better advantage.

Irealise I have run over this rather
sketchily; and it was not because I have
any love for the Premier at this hour! Huat I
have a great respect for the hardworking
"Hansard" staff and the sleepy members.
I think it is about time we all went home.
I would like, verj briefly, to run over what
could be done by way of industrial develop-
ment through the better utilisation of our
fimbers. Summed up, the possible means to
this end are-

1. Dotter recovery of merchantable timber
by more efficient milling and waste elimination.

2. Utilisation of korrn bark for tannin
extraction.

3. Utilisation of sawdust for steam power,
ond the utilisation of offents thus saved for
the production of bard boards.

4. Possible utilisation of sawdust for the
production of building boards.

5. U~tilisation of limb and branch nood for
large scale wood distillation charcoal iron in-
dustry.,

6. Utilisation of marni for chemical wood
pulp industry combined with hydro-electrie
power development.

7. Acceleration of soft wood planting to
provide raw material for cellulose acetate rayon
transparent paper industry, and to utilise by-
products of wood distillation.

I might say that marri, mentioned in item 6
above, is redgumn. I wish to make only one
further reference, and that is to the rayon
industry which today is a possibility. It
would be dependent on a rapid planting
progranime of pines. Today, as the Minister
knows, we have only 20,000 acres of pines
in this State, and we are planting at the
rate of 2,000'acres a year. It should be
stepped up immediately to 5,000 acres.

The Minister for Housing. That is the ob-
jective.

Mr. HOAR: I wil give an indication as
to how that can be done. The permanent
immigration committee could help the
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Minister tremendously to increase his
forestry personnel, because there are some
10,000,000 expellees in Europe today, a
number of whom would have had forestry
experience. The Premier has just received
£662,000 from the Prime Minister that he
did not expect to get. If we put the two to-
gether, they add up. I suggest that some
thing be done immediately in that regard.
Unless wve axe able to take some positive ac-
tion within the next year to two, Soukb
Australia will beat us to this. That State
never had a forest problem because it never
had any forests to worry about. Realising it
had no timber, it planted pines in the earli-
est years. As a consequence that State has
all the pines it needs as portion of the raw
material required for the rayon industry. On
the other hand, South Australia will have to
import the other ingredieits necessary for
the production of this commodity, whereas
Western Australia has the whole lot. This is-
the only State in the Commonwealth that
has all the raw materials and chemicals.

If we fail to do anything in this matter
it will simply be because we have sat down
on the job. I want to see this State not
only developMd industrially for its own ad-
vantage, but for the benefit of the Common-
wealth, and because I think it can play a
tremendously important part in assisting
Great Britain towards her final recovery,
which is most essential to us when we eon-
sider the dangers that lie ahead and the
chllenge that most certainly will be made
in the course of time. We should look at
the problem from the point of view of
what we can do today. We have not done
very much about this in the last two and
a half years.

The Minister for Housing: We have
started our pine plantings.

Mr. HOAR: But at the rate of 2,000
acres a year.

The Minister for Housing: Yes, but they
were suspended for many years. '

11r, HOAR: The department has done a
good job, but it is not enough. The acreage
has to be stepped up immediately.

The Minister for Housing: I agree.

Mr. HOAR: Now I hnow what it is like
to speak at 6 o'clock in the morning.

Item, Salaries and Allowances, etc.,
£2,941.

Hjon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I move an amend-
ment-

That the item be reduced by £945.
That is the amount placed opposite the
Clerk of Council. I do not want any mem-
ber to get the idea that I have anything
against him. This is a roundabout way of
doing something else. I do not want to take
the Clerk's living away from him, hut it
would he better to pay him a pension for
life if by so doing we could achieve the
result we desire. It would be impossible for
the Legislative Cuncil to carry on without
him. We are quite entitled to try to do
this because the members there are the ones
who have denied this country the benefit of
electoral reform; and because of their atti-
tude on the Land Sales Control Act Amend-
ment (Continuance) Bill. For those
things they deserve the severest cen-
sure of this State. I do not think they were
elected on a democratic franchise and I be-
lieve the country would be well rid of them.

As I cannot enter into a discussion on the
Legislative Council generally, the next best
thing to do is to remove their staff, because
if that is done they will be unable to carry
on. If I am successful in having cut off
the salary paid to the Clerk of the Council,
and 'in turn that of each of the other mem-
bers of the staff, we could well afford to
put them all on life pensions and the State
would still be better off, because it would
mean the end of another place.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.12 a.m. (Friday).


